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The government’s shambolic 
handling of the virus, failure 
on test and trace and mixed 
messaging on the lockdown 
is responsible for the renewed 
outbreak of Covid-19 across 
our communities, argues 
Labour MP for Coventry South 
ZARAH SULTANA 
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Tour de France celebrates 
victory for the ages as rookie 
Tadej Pogacar becomes the 
youngest post-war win-
ner of the showpiece event 
that braved, and overcame, 
France’s worsening coronavi-
rus epidemic

 Turn to page 20

TORIES WASTE 
BILLIONS ON 
COVID FAILURES
Labour exposes costs of Tory mismanagement after Johnson 
hands out cash for ineffective schemes and poor equipment
by Lamiat Sabin 
Parliamentary reporter

THE TORIES have handed billions to 
dodgy recipients in the name of beating 
coronavirus, Labour will claim today 
as it sets out its plan to help Britain 
recover from the economic fall-out of 
the pandemic.

Shadow chancellor Anneliese Dodds 
will publish a “file of failure” detailing 
about £3.9 billion that Labour said the 
government has mismanaged and spent 
on ineffective schemes and equipment.

It will be published ahead of her 
keynote speech at the party’s online 
conference Labour Connected. 

The file reveals that £133 million 
was handed over to Conservative donor 

Randox Laboratories for testing kits, of 
which 750,000 had to be recalled by the 
Department of Health and Social Care 
because they turned out to be unsafe.

At least £150m of a £252m face mask 
contract with Ayanda Capital was 
wasted due to the unsuitability of one 
type of mask ordered.

Serco was contracted for £108m and 
Sitel £84m to run the national contact 
tracing service until late August, when 
their contracts were renewed despite 
poor performance. It is reported to 
have cost taxpayers £900 per person 
contacted by the scheme.

Edenred was awarded a £234m 
school meals voucher contract that 
is now under investigation by the 
National Audit Office. Parents and 
schools had reported problems with 

issuing and redeeming the vouchers 
weeks after the scheme launched. The 
government was able to end the con-
tract after a month but chose not to.

Chancellor Rishi Sunak 
has also admitted that 
his Job Retention Bonus 
scheme includes “dead-
weight” costs. Labour’s 
analysis puts the 
potential cost of hand-
ing this bonus to firms 
who would have retained 
staff anyway at 
£2.6bn.

In her 
speech, Ms 
Dodds will 
also criti-
cise Mr 

Sunak for handing over public funds 
to support businesses with no strings 
attached.

In response to the publishing of the 
file, a Unite spokesperson told the Star: 
“Labour is absolutely right to shine a 
light on the cost to the country of the 
Tories’ approach to getting this virus 
under control.  

“The cronyism and chaos sickens 
voters. The funnelling of masses of pub-
lic cash the way of their mates while 

at the same time talking of cuts 
to benefits to ‘pay’ for this 

crisis is just the same 
old Tories.  Not acting 
in the public interest 
and certainly not up 
to the job.”
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n TURKEY 

Kurdish farmers thrown out 
of helicopter and badly hurt
by Steve Sweeney

TWO Kurdish farmers 
remained in hospital yesterday 
after suffering horrific injuries 
when they were tortured and 
thrown from a helicopter in 
Turkey’s south-eastern prov-
ince of Van.

The families of Osman Siban 
and Servet Turgut filed a crimi-
nal complaint with the Van 
chief public prosecutor’s office 
after the pair were treated in 
intensive care for injuries 
consistent with falling from 
a height.

They have demanded an 
urgent investigation is carried 
out into the incident, which 
has left the men with serious 
trauma.

According to reports, Turkish 
soldiers arrived in the village 
in the rural Catak district last 

week, gathering the citizens in 
the square, forcing them onto 
their knees and demanding to 
see their identification.

The troops told them that 
they were angry about unspeci-
fied acts of terrorism and would 
burn down their village in an 
act of revenge.

A group of about 15 soldiers 
returned with Mr Turgut, who 
had been detained in another 
neighbourhood, and took him 
and Mr  Siban into custody.

They threatened to shoot 
dead anyone who protested at 
the detentions. The men were 
last seen being bundled into a 
military helicopter.

As the village was sur-
rounded by soldiers, the 
residents were unable to tell 
anyone about the detentions. 
The families of the men were 
not told of their whereabouts 
until they threatened to go to 

the press two days after their 
disappearance.

It was only then that authori-
ties confirmed that they were 
in the intensive care unit at Van 
District Training and Research 
Hospital.

Protests took place in a num-
ber of south-eastern cities and 
the capital Ankara on Saturday, 
amid fears of a return to the 
forced disappearances of the 
1990s.

It comes after a wave of kid-
nappings of Peoples’ Demo-
cratic Party (HDP) representa-
tives including Serhat Aktu-
mur, who was threatened with 
execution after being bundled 
into a vehicle in Diyarbakir on 
Saturday.

One of the kidnappers, iden-
tified only as “Commissioner 
Nihat,” warned Mr Aktumur 
not to go to the Human Rights 
Association or speak to the 

press about his alleged torture.
“If we see you here again, 

we’ll shoot you in the head,” 
he says he was told before being 
pushed out of the car in the 
middle of a forest.

But the “mafia-style” behav-
iour of the state in targeting 
political opposition in such a 
way has been seen as a sign of 
weakness.

HDP MP Musa Piroglu said: 
“In the behaviour of [Interior 
Minister Suleyman] Soylu and 
the entire security apparatus, 
we see the concept of a regime 
that is losing strength.

“The crises are causing the 
power base of President [Recep 
Tayyip] Erdogan to crumble. 
Support is dwindling for both 
domestic and foreign policy. 
Well-known methods are being 
used to guarantee that power 
is maintained.”

stevesweeney@peoples-press.com

n PALESTINE 

Protesters call for 
end to femicide 
after triple murder
by Our Foreign Desk

PALESTINIAN women held 
a sit-in protest in Bethlehem 
on Saturday against femicide 
and violence after three people 
were killed in a brutal attack in 
the occupied West Bank.

The Association of Women 
Development Institutions 
umbrella organisation called 
the action after the triple 
murder in which a woman, her 
husband and sister-in-law were 
killed in Wadi al-Nar.

According to director of the 
Women’s Media & Development 
Centre Suheir Farraj, protesters 
wanted to highlight a worry-
ing spike in crime and violence: 
at least 26 women have been 
murdered since the beginning 
of the year.

They called for action to end 
femicide and for the perpetra-
tors to be held to account.

Mass protests took place last 
September as part of the #Talat 
movement, meaning “women 
rise up,” after the shocking 
murder of 21-year-old Israa 

Ghrayeb, who is believed to 
have been beaten to death by 
her relatives in a so-called “hon-
our” killing.

Authorities were criticised 
for their response to Ms 
Ghrayeb’s death. Video footage 
circulated on social media that 
appeared to show her scream-
ing and pleading for her life 
while in hospital, where it is 
suspected she was subjected to 
further assault.

Police initially failed to inves-
tigate, insisting that she had 
told them she had been injured 
in a fall and that she had no vis-
ible marks on her body.

When arrests were finally 
made, three unnamed perpetra-
tors were charged with “assault 
that led to an unintentional kill-
ing,” which carries a sentence 
of at least five years in prison.

But women’s rights groups 
have hit out at a lack of pro-
gress in introducing measures 
that will ensure that perpetra-
tors are not able to continue 
committing crimes in a climate 
of impunity.

international@peoples-press.com

n UNITED STATES 

Vigils held for progressive icon Ginsburg
VIGILS took place at court-
houses across the United States 
yesterday as people paid tribute 
to Supreme Court Judge Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg, who died from 
cancer on Friday at the age of 
87.

Ms Ginsburg was seen by 
many as a progressive voice in 
the Supreme Court. She was 
only the second woman to serve 
and was one of just four liberals 
on the nine-seat bench.

Hundreds of mourners 
gathered at the gates of the 
Supreme Court building on 
Saturday, with a section of the 
crowd breaking into a rendition 
of Amazing Grace. They also 
recited the Kaddish, the Jew-
ish prayer for the dead.

Samia Assed, who organised 
a commemoration in Albuquer-
que said: “I think that I can 
speak for most women that we 
are devastated by her passing. 
We know we lost a champion.”

Fellow Supreme Court Judge 
Stephen G Breyer said that the 
court had lost “a woman of val-
our, a rock of righteousness.”

Her death has led to accusa-
tions of political manoeuvring 
by President Donald Trump, 
who described Ms Ginsburg 
as “an amazing woman.” He 
insisted that she should be 
replaced “without delay.”

But his Democrat rival Joe 
Biden warned against attempt-
ing to elevate a Republican 
judge to the court, insisting 

any decision should be delayed 
until after November’s presi-
dential election.

n ETHIOPIA 

Opposition 
politicians 
face terror 
charges
ETHIOPIA said that terrorism 
charges had been filed against 
leading opposition politicians 
Jawar Mohammed and Bekele 
Gerba on Saturday, as ethnic 
tensions and violence escalated.

The pair are due to appear in 
court today and could face life 
imprisonment, a verdict that 
will only aggravate tensions in 
the country’s Oromia region.

They were among some 9,000 
people detained when violence 
flared after the murder of popu-
lar Oromo revolutionary singer 
Hachalu Hundessa in June.

At least 239 people are 
believed to have died in clashes 
with the police and soldiers in 
the days after the killing.

Saturday’s charges against 
24 people were announced by 
the attorney general for crimes 
including “trying to incite eth-
nic and religious-based conflict 
to cause citizens to turn on 
their fellow citizens.”

Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed 
has been accused of trying to 
silence political opponents and 
earlier this month the north-
ern Tigray region warned of 
civil war after the government 
attempted to block elections 
from taking place.

Mr Jawar’s lawyer Tli Bayyisa 
dismissed the charges as base-
less, saying: “It’s astonishing. 
I’m 100 per cent sure that, it 
might take years and years and 
years, but they will not prove 
these allegations if the law 
really works.”

TURKEY: Kurdish journal-
ist and Morning Star 
contributor Seda Taskin 
has won the prestigious 
Musa Anter special pho-
tography award for this 
picture entitled Birds 
Mourn Hasankeyf.

It depicts Hasankeyf, 
a 12,000-year-old town 
in south-eastern Turkey 
which has been flooded 
by the Turkish state as 
part of a controversial 
dam project. This has 
been branded an act of 
“cultural genocide.”

DON’T MOURN, ORGANISE: People at a vigil for Ruth Bader Ginsburg in Washington Square Park, New York

MUCH-MISSED FIGURE: Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg in 1977
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n IRELAND 

HIGGINS DEMANDS 
THAT BRITAIN OWN 
UP TO PAST CRIMES
by Steve Sweeney

IRISH President Michael D 
Higgins said that Britain must 
face up to its history of bloody 
reprisals as he marked yester-
day’s 100th anniversary of the 
sack of Balbriggan.

He warned that the imperi-
alist strategy was not limited 
to Ireland, highlighting Brit-
ish actions in India, the sup-
pression of the 1952 Mau Mau 
uprising in Kenya and actions 
in Cyprus four years later.

Mr Higgins described the 
sacking of Balbriggan as an 
“act of collective punishment 
aimed at instilling fear into 
the public at a time when the 
Irish people were engaged in a 
struggle for independence from 
British rule.”

Two days of violence took 
place on September 20 and 21 

1920 in retaliation for the kill-
ing of two police officers by the 
Irish Republican Army (IRA).

Around 150 Black and Tans 
went on the rampage, burning 
down whole streets of houses, 
four pubs and the Deeds and 
Templar hosiery factory, the 
biggest employer in Balbriggan.

Men, women and children 
were forced to flee their burn-
ing homes and hundreds of 
people were left unemployed.

Two Republicans, Sean Gib-
bons and Seamus Lawless, were 
taken in for questioning. They 
were beaten and bayoneted to 
death and their bodies left in 
the street as a warning.

Labour’s deputy leader at 
the time, Arthur Henderson, 
demanded an independent 
inquiry, accusing British forces 
of operating “a policy of mili-
tary terrorism” in Ireland.

But the government refused, 

insisting that Mr Henderson 
had been taken in by “IRA 
propaganda.”

Commemorations to mark 
the anniversary, including a 
church mass, were cancelled 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

“We must all acknowledge 
that such acts of violence would 
be judged illegal by today’s 
international standards of 
war and conflict,” the Irish 
president said.

Mr Higgins insisted that the 
British should recognise their 
actions in Ireland as “a pre-
requisite for any meaningful 
healing.”

“Let us all continue with, 
indeed embrace, the new begin-
ning that the Belfast [Good Fri-
day] Agreement represented as 
we continue to carve out our 
peaceful co-existence on the 
island of Ireland.”

stevesweeney@peoples-press.com

OPEN WOUND: President marks centenary of Black and Tan rampage

n IRAN

Fears grow for prisoner who 
testified to wrestler’s torture
by Our Foreign Desk

CONCERNS have been raised 
about the safety and wherea-
bouts of executed Iranian 
wrestler Navid Afkari’s cell-
mate, who testified in court 
about the torture meted out 
by security services prior to 
his death.

Participation Front politi-
cian Mehdi Mahmoudian 
warned on Saturday that 
Shahin Naseri had not been 
heard from by his family for 
more than a week since he 
was transferred from the 
Adel Abad prison in Shiraz.

It is feared that he may be 
being tortured in a bid to get 
him to retract his testimony.

“It’s been 10 days since 
his family has not been 
informed of his wherea-

bouts. It would seem as 
though he was handed over 
to the institution that he tes-
tified against,” Mr Mahmou-
dian said.

Mr Afkari’s execution trig-
gered angry protests, with 
anger directed at Iran’s cleri-
cal regime, which has esca-
lated the pace of executions 
of people who took part in 
the anti-government protests 
that swept the country in 
2018 and 2019.

Mr Naseri was present 
at the time the wrestling 
champion was beaten by 
Iranian security services at 
the Shiraz Police Criminal 
Investigation Department 
and gave an eyewitness 
account of what he saw. An 
audio recording of his testi-
mony has been leaked into 
the public domain.

During one incident, he 
claimed to have seen two 
men beating Mr Afkari so 
badly that he lost conscious-
ness. As he begged to be 
taken to the infirmary for 
treatment for a hand injury, 
he was tortured again.

When he gave his testi-
mony to the court, Mr Naseri 
said he was threatened by 
the judge, who accused him 
of “interfering in a security 
case” and warned him that 
he would be made to regret 
his actions.

Mr Afkari was executed 
on September 12 after being 
found guilty of killing a 
security official during 2018’s 
protests. He maintained his 
innocence until the end, 
insisting his confession was 
extracted through torture.

international@peoples-press.com

n GUYANA 

Anti-Maduro 
exiles offered 
millions by 
Pompeo
UNITED STATES Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo prom-
ised millions of dollars to 
Venezuelan exiles in neigh-
bouring Guyana as he made 
it clear that Friday’s visit was 
linked to Washington’s bid 
to overthrow the Bolivarian 
government.

Stopping off on a speedy 
Latin American tour, he 
gave $5 million (£3.87m) to 
“assist” Venezuelans who 
have fled the country in a 
donation believed to be a 
cash boost to opponents of 
the democratically elected 
President Nicolas Maduro.

“I hope that co-operation 
between Guyana and the US 
will continue in this regard. 
Working together great 
things could be achieved,” 
he said. “Venezuela needs 
democracy and an end to the 
illegitimate Nicolas Maduro 
regime.”

The two nations signed 
deals on energy and infra-
structure, along with an 
agreement on combating 
drug trafficking.

Mr Pompeo’s visit came 
weeks after the inauguration 
of Guyana’s new President 
Irfaan Ali, who reaffirmed 
his country’s commitment 
to the Lima Group, a body 
set up as part of the strategy 

to overthrow Mr Maduro.
Mr Pompeo led a US del-

egation to Suriname, Brazil 
and Colombia, all key allies 
of Washington in the region.

Earlier this year, the US 
mobilised war ships off 
the Venezuelan coast soon 
after putting a bounty on Mr 
Maduro’s head.

HAVE YOUR SAY letters@peoples-press.com 
52 Beachy Rd, London E3 2NSWrite (up to 300 words) to...

PUSHING FOR A 
COUP: US 
Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo
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FOCUSING on the misuse of public funds by Boris John-
son’s government is a shrewd move by shadow chancellor 
Anneliese Dodds.

It’s unfortunate that, characteristically of Labour’s front 
bench since the party picked “a new leadership” — the Morn-
ing Star recognises that these three words are merely a 
statement of fact, but Keir Starmer appears to believe they 
will suffice as a political slogan — Dodds seems determined 
not to draw broader lessons from the examples she gives.

Her “file of failure” — noting that the government has 
handed £130 million to a Tory donor for testing kits that 
turned out to be unsafe, £150m on unusable face masks, 
£192m on “botched outsourcing contracts” and so on — ought 
to be a prompt to decry the blatant corruption at the heart 
of Boris Johnson’s administration’s approach to coronavirus.

From the start it has seen the pandemic as an excuse to 
award contracts to its friends, further infiltrate the NHS 
with private-sector firms and reward cronies like test-and-
trace supremo Dido Harding.

Test and trace has been a fiasco, and the total inadequacy 
of the system Harding oversees is certainly linked to the “sec-
ond wave” of Covid-19 — a potentially misleading term as poet 
Michael Rosen points out, since it implies the renewed outbreaks 
of the virus are an inevitable natural phenomenon, when actu-
ally people are contracting the virus from other people because 
the government has failed to contain or eliminate it.

But the catastrophe was predictable, since the government 
placed this essential public health service in the hands of 
cynical profiteers such as Serco — a firm whose previous 
record of defrauding the taxpayer and bungling contracts 
should have ensured it was never under consideration.

The file of failure makes a compelling case against out-
sourcing and the terrible damage it has done to our public 
services. Not only are outsourced services run for a profit, 
meaning those running them have an incentive to cut cor-
ners, the ability of serial offenders like Serco and G4S to 
continue snapping up contracts after multiple high-profile 
failures, some on a disastrous scale, makes a mockery of the 
idea that tendering processes are designed to pick the best.

The whole miserable racket is simply a means to divert 
public money into private pockets whose remuneration 
seems unrelated to the quality of the service they provide. 

If Dodds chose to highlight that aspect of the matter, 
vowing to drive outsourcing out of our public services as 
Labour was committed to when Starmer was elected, she 
could show that coronavirus has made a powerful case for 
bringing services back in-house.

Instead, she seems more concerned with outflanking the 
Tories on budget management, lamenting Chancellor Rishi 
Sunak’s “cavalier” approach to public spending and highlight-
ing her own “responsible approach to the national finances.”

She feeds a right-wing press narrative that the govern-
ment has been spending too much during the pandemic, 
when the problem is in many cases the opposite — public 
services and local government have not been given the 
resources they need — and where money has been spent, it 
has generally been thrown at parasitical businesses rather 
than allocated where it is most needed, hence the weekend’s 
shocking news that the Department of Health has capped 
hospital spending on Covid-19 tests.

As the Fire Brigades Union general secretary Matt Wrack 
said yesterday, the pandemic has only strengthened the 
case for a “root-and-branch transformation of our society 
and economic system.” 

When Starmer stood for the leadership on a policy plat-
form very similar to that developed by Jeremy Corbyn over 
five years, he indicated that he understood the need for such 
a radical challenge to the status quo.

Yet in Wrack’s words: “We haven’t yet heard Keir make 
that case in opposition.” 

Unless Labour can offer solutions that address the root 
causes of the social, economic and environmental crisis we 
face, it risks irrelevance.

Calling out Tory failure 
isn’t enough – the rot at 
the root must be tackled

Star comment

Refugee lives matter

T
HE global and 
ongoing refugee 
crisis has been 
back in the head-
lines in recent 
weeks, because 

of tragic scenes of the fire in a 
refugee camp in Moria, Lesbos.

But refugees have also been 
the focus of more media atten-
tion here because of a wave of 
hostility encouraged by the 
Tories and their allies.

The scapegoating of refu-
gees has reached fever-pitch 
in recent weeks as the Tories 
employ their age-old divide-
and-rule tactics, seeking to 
deflect attention from their 
disastrous and deadly handling 
of the coronavirus pandemic.

Tory MP after Tory MP took to 
the airwaves to argue for deploy-
ing military vessels to deter peo-
ple crossing the channel, rather 
than taking the responsible 
approach in line with interna-
tional law to provide safe and 
legal routes to people seeking 
to claim asylum.

The Tories’ reactionary and 
divisive approach is, of course, 
straight out of the Trump play-
book.

And in Europe, right-wing 
governments in Hungary and 
Poland have joined in, also pro-
claiming they will not accept 
any asylum-seekers, in keeping 
with the rise of the xenophobic 
right across much of the globe.

What all these right-wing 
governments — and much of 
the media as well — fail to 
mention is that refugees have 
a legal right to claim asylum 
here, and our government has 
international obligations in 
this regard.

And I would argue we also 
have a moral and humanitarian 
duty to give people the right to 
claim asylum.

The heartbreaking scenes 
earlier this month after the fire 
in Moria, Lesbos, were just a 
small glimpse into the desper-
ate lives many refugees in these 
camps are living.

Our solidarity is with all 
those gravely affected by the 
fire, among them are 400 unac-
companied children who face 
a horrendous situation.

As Lord Alf Dubbs has said 
again and again, it’s time for 
the British government to meet 
our obligations to these child 
refugees and those in Calais 
and elsewhere.

These conditions are faced 
by refugees here in Europe, but 
there are also over 65 million 
refugees around the world who 
are too often forgotten.

For this reason, this week in 
Parliament, I will be leading a 

debate on the plight facing the 
Rohingya refugees. Their plight 
does not get the attention they 
deserve, even though there are 
over one million in Bangladesh 
today.

In these refugee camps, over 
25 per cent of Rohingya chil-
dren are malnourished.

Over 12 per cent are suffer-
ing from severe stunting, a con-
dition resulting from starvation 
and malnutrition.

Babies under six months are 
among the most vulnerable and 
have malnutrition rates near 50 
per cent.

This is a massive humanitar-
ian crisis and the international 
community simply must do 
more.

And we must never forget 
the Palestinian refugees who 
were located in camps in Leba-
non, Jordan and Gaza in 1948.

Now they house the great-
grandchildren of the first arriv-
als, with still no prospect of 
returning home, and meanwhile 
Donald Trump is cutting vital 
funding to the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Mid-
dle East (UNRWA), which does 
so much work to give them basic 
support and services.

Fundamentally, if govern-
ments internationally do not 
change their approach to tack-
ling the key issues of our time, 

there will be even more 
refugees internation-
ally.

The climate emer-
gency, unless averted 
by urgent international 
governmental co-opera-
tion on a massive scale, 
will mean further crises, 
leading to more and more 
climate refugees.

In Brazil, for example, 
if the far-right Bolsonaro 
regime continues its approach 
of encouraging agribusiness 
in Amazon deforestation, we 
can expect the Amazon fires to 
reach higher and higher levels, 
meaning that increasing num-
bers of people will have to leave 
their homes.

In this sense, solutions to 
climate chaos based around 
local, regional, national and 
international green new deals 
are as important here as they 
are in other regions.

We should also acknowl-
edge that Britain’s support 
for numerous US-led wars and 
military interventions in the 
Middle East and elsewhere 
has contributed to many peo-
ple having to flee their homes 
and countries.

Furthermore, arms sales fuel 
even more conflicts and wars; 
British arms sales to places like 
Saudi Arabia are set to resume 
even though they are used in the 

disastrous war on 
Yemen, which is 
now one of the worst 
humanitarian disasters 
on the planet.

Standing with refu-
gees, saying they are 
welcome here and that 
refugees’ lives matter 
must therefore be cen-
tral to our internation-
alist approach to the 
world.

When we see pic-
tures of starving refu-
gees on the television, 
see a dead refugee’s body 
on the beach in Kent and 
see starving refugees our 
streets, surely it’s time to 
recognise our common 
humanity?

 ■ Jeremy Corbyn is former leader 
of the Labour Party and MP for 
Islington North.

We must step up our campaigning in  
defence of refugees and against right-wing 
scapegoating, writes JEREMY CORBYN MP

LOUD AND CLEAR: Pro-migrant 
activists during a ‘solidarity 
stand’ in Dover’s Market Square 
in support of the refugees 
crossing the Channel to Kent
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I
N A week where Jacob 
Rees-Mogg has dismissed 
the British public for 
“carping on” about strug-
gling to get coronavirus 
tests, and Chris Grayling 

has been hired as an adviser 
to the owner of Britain’s top 

ports on £100,000 a year 
for around seven hours 

a week, there has never 
been a more urgent 

time to build class 
solidarity. 

The inequality 
in this country 
is blatant and 
the ruling 
class aren’t 

even attempt-
ing to hide it, 

so great is their 
belief that we will 

continue to let them 
get away with it. 
Millions of people 

across Britain will be fac-
ing unemployment alongside 
continuing demands for rent, 
utilities and debt payments as 
well as the worry of a second 
wave of coronavirus. 

The worst jobs market in the 
history of national statistics is 
going to be flooded with unem-
ployed and underemployed 
workers and with that we will 
undoubtedly see poverty, home-
lessness and child hunger rocket. 

It is unsurprising that 
people living in the poorest 
areas of England and Wales 
have been twice as likely to 
die from Covid-19 as those in 
less deprived areas, according 
to figures from the Office for 
National Statistics (ONS).

We already know that living 
in a held-back, post-industrial 
area that has been underin-
vested in for decades will shave 
years off your life expectancy.

Throw a pandemic into the 
mix and you are sadly bound 

to see tragic 
c o n s e -
quences.

B u t 
we cannot 

become inured 
to bad news.

Long before the pandemic 
hit, there were signs that our 
record on tackling poverty and 
health inequalities was unrav-
elling.

Covid-19 has just laid bare 
how stark those inequalities 
are. Where I live in the constit-
uency of Crewe and Nantwich, 
the difference of three miles 
can see your life expectancy 
plummet by 10 years. 

It is no coincidence that 
those who work in lower-paid 
jobs, live in more densely popu-
lated areas and stay in crowded 
housing have suffered and will 
continue to suffer the most.

If you live in this kind of 
community then you are likely 
to face greater delays in access-
ing healthcare and also strug-
gle to retrieve public health 
information. You are also less 
likely to get a Covid test. 

It is beyond farcical to witness 
our “world-beating” track and 
trace system completely implode 
and to be told daily by those in 
charge to stop “carping on.” 

Once again it is working-
class communities in the north 
of England who have been hit 
the hardest.

Those living in the north 
have experienced the highest 

rates of Covid-19 deaths and 
are now suffering from greater 
increases in unemployment.

Before Covid-19 unemploy-
ment rates in the north were 
already above the English aver-
age, and they are increasing 
much faster than they are in 
the south.

This shocking figure is add-
ing to the already high rates of 
people suffering with mental 
health problems and, tragically, 
the increase in suicides. 

It is fair to say that the situ-
ation is now spiralling with 
more localised lockdowns 
being enforced — the north-
east and Merseyside are the 
latest to see worrying levels of 
people being infected.

Central government is fail-
ing to offer consistent guidance 
and appears to be devolving 
as much responsibility and 
accountability as possible to 
already cash-strapped local 
councils without adequate 
additional resources.

At the same time, it is 
demanding children still be 
sent to school and people get 
back to work.

How successful can these 
half-hearted and contradictory 
measures be? 

Quite simply, if the govern-
ment fails to put in place the 
necessary precautions to sup-
port local economies, then the 
impact on working people will 
be catastrophic.

With more than 10 per cent 

of the entire workforce in 
north-west England — about 
351,000 people — employed 
in retail, the situation will get 
much worse if the Prime Minis-
ter and Chancellor fail to offer 
viable industries further short-
term government assistance to 
weather the coming months.

I agree completely with Unite 
the Union that we should be 
looking to do the same as 
other countries and announce 
the extension or modification 
of the jobs retention schemes 
and a comprehensive plan must 
be drawn up for sector-specific 
support.

Labour has a duty to offer an 
alternative vision, one where 
inequality is not inevitable.

Inequality can go down as 
well as up and those with the 
broadest shoulders should be 
the ones paying.

We need new jobs and invest-
ment if we are to build back 
with a stronger economy and 
we need to develop a taxation 
system that forces the richest 
to contribute towards fixing 
this crisis rather than simply 
profiting from it.

It is vital that the trade 
unions join forces to organise 
and take a stand and demand 
that workers’ livelihoods are 
protected and that the big 
corporations who are happy 
to hold their hands out for 
bailouts provide the funds to 
protect those who have made 
them rich.

Labour needs to unequivo-
cally back them up and there 
must be more collaboration and 
organisation across the move-
ment.

Without doubt the sticking 
plaster that was put over the 
failure of capitalism after the 
financial crash of 2008 has 
burst open and the wound will 
not heal unless drastic action 
and a new vision are brought 
to the fore.

We need a new economic 
system, which has people’s 
wellbeing and public health as 
its main priority, while dealing 
with the climate catastrophe 
the planet is begging us to 
meaningfully act upon.

If we continue trying to keep 
this rotten economic model 
alive then the repercussions will 
be devastating for most people.

We need to consolidate work-
ing-class solidarity by focusing 
on the issue of economic ine-
quality, especially when 1 per 
cent of the country currently 
owns approximately half of 
Britain’s wealth and has got 
considerably richer over the 
course of this pandemic.

Economic socialism must be 
explained in practical terms, 
stressing the positive, trans-
formative impact it can make 
to people’s lives and we must 
do this by engaging with peo-
ple in their communities and 
workplaces.

The virus itself might not 
discriminate, but it has clearly 
highlighted pre-existing ine-
qualities in society that too 
many people are willing to 
turn a blind eye to.

We must act now because a 
society simply cannot survive 
when so few have so much and 
so many have so little.

The virus itself might not discriminate, but it 
has clearly – and often tragically – 
highlighted pre-existing inequalities in 

society, says LAURA SMITH

Those with the broadest 
shoulders should be the ones 
paying for the crisis

DESPERATION: A refugee holds 
her baby as she runs to avoid a 
small fire in a field near Mytilene 
town, on the island of Lesbos
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O
N Saturday, 
4,422 people 
tested posi-
tive for Covid-
19, the highest 
daily figure 

since early May.
A further 27 people passed 

away with the virus, while hos-
pital admissions for Covid-19 are 
rising across England, in some 
places by more than 70 per cent.

The Office for National Sta-
tistics estimates that the num-
ber of people catching the virus 
has doubled in the last week, 
with the rate of infection, the R 
number, now thought to be 1.4. 

This all points to the govern-
ment once again losing control 
of the virus and the onset of the 
dreaded “second wave.”

This wave — and its antici-
pated severity — was not inevi-
table, and the government has 
been quick to pin the blame on 
others.

Earlier this month, Secretary 
of State for Health and Social 
Care Matt Hancock blamed 
young people for the rise in 
cases.

He now stresses that a second 
lockdown can be avoided if eve-
ryone follows the rules, laying 
the ground to blame the public 
when the inevitable happens.

But the truth is, the blame 
lies squarely with the govern-
ment.

Throughout June, on average 
more than 1,000 people each 
day tested positive for the virus.

In July, the UK had more 
Covid-19 deaths than the com-
bined total of France, Sweden, 
Italy, Poland, Germany, Portu-
gal, Spain, Belgium, Austria, 
Greece and Denmark.

Yet despite this, the govern-
ment not only pushed ahead 
with easing lockdown restric-
tions, but actively incentivised 
people to socialise.

Evidence already shows a 
link between the Chancellor’s 
Eat Out to Help Out scheme and 
the rise in Covid-19 cases.

At the same time, in defer-
ence to the profits of companies 
like Pret A Manger, the govern-
ment encouraged workers to 
return to offices, even where 
they had been happily working 
from home. 

During these months, the 
government should have been 
putting right the failures of the 
first wave.

It should have been building 
a test, track and trace system 
that could withstand and com-
bat a rise in cases.

Instead, the track and trace 
app — once promised to be 
rolled out in mid-May — still 
hasn’t materialised, while the 
“world-beating” testing system 
has gone into meltdown the 
moment demand increased.

Residents of Coventry have 
been directed as far afield as 
Inverness to get a test.

The government should have 
used this time to address the 
scandalously low statutory sick 
pay rate.

At just £95.85 a week, it is 
not enough to live on, forc-
ing people to choose between 
health and hardship.

In March at Prime Minister’s 

Questions I urged Boris Johnson 
to fix this; six months on, he 
still hasn’t.

And instead of building up our 
capacity to eradicate the virus, 
the government has pressed 
ahead with reopening schools 
and universities without provid-
ing them with adequate support 
to make them Covid-secure.

As more than a million stu-
dents travel around the coun-
try to return to university this 
month, the government hasn’t 
advised online teaching by 
default, expecting academics 
and students to meet in person 
for seminars.

A decade of underfund-
ing and privatisation already 
brings the NHS to its knees 
each winter.

If combined with a hard sec-
ond wave, the consequences 
could be catastrophic.

All in all, the government’s 
complacency, recklessness and 

utter incompetence have brewed 
a perfect storm for the virus.

But this isn’t mere incompe-
tence. It’s the product of Con-
servative ideology that puts 
profits before people and whose 
neoliberal agenda has hollowed 
out the state.

This is perhaps no better 
seen than in the outsourc-
ing farce of the testing sys-
tem, where the government’s 
response to Serco’s manifest 
failures has been to suggest 
Amazon steps in to help.

This is why countries like the 
US, Brazil and other hard-right 
governments are similarly fail-
ing so abysmally, while coun-
tries less infected with this ideo-
logical disease have fared better.

In New Zealand, South Korea 
and Vietnam, rather than 
aiming to merely “flatten the 
curve,” their governments have 
effectively eliminated the virus 
from their populations.

While they have had small 
outbreaks since, their effective 
track and trace systems have 
kept these under control.

They have pursued a “zero-
Covid” strategy, as recom-
mended here by Independent 
SAGE.

As we see in the coun-
tries that have pursued this 
approach, this isn’t just the best 
way to protect public health, 
it’s a necessary precondition to 
restarting the economy.

This is the strategy I have 
called for alongside fellow 
members of the Socialist Cam-
paign Group of Labour MPs.  

The government must now 
enact measures to combat the 
spread of the virus.

That does mean more lock-
down restrictions. These are 
urgently needed — in March, 
the government ignored warn-
ings from SAGE and delayed 
lockdown by a week.

Scientists say that meant 
tens of thousands of extra 
deaths.

But it also must put in more 
measures to prevent a deepen-
ing social crisis.

Instead of a wholesale end-
ing of the furlough scheme, 
this should be extended in the 
industries that still need it.

And instead of ending the 
evictions ban, it should be 
extended for at least a year with 
rent arrears cancelled.

And the only way to rebuild 
for the future is with a radical 
Green New Deal, a plan that 
would create more than a mil-
lion good new jobs and build 
a sustainable economy that 
works for all.

The government will con-
tinue to try to deflect blame 
from its failures.

It may well again scapegoat 
minorities to distract us, like it 
did over the summer with their 
focus on the “migrant crisis.”

But the facts are clear. Its 
woeful handling of this pan-
demic has cost us dearly and 
the working class in particular.

The real crisis we face is 
Conservative rule. They are to 
blame for this second wave and 
for the rigged system that holds 
us back.

 ■ Zarah Sultana is MP for Coven-
try South.

The government’s complacency, recklessness and 
utter incompetence have brewed a perfect storm 
for the virus, argues ZARAH SULTANA

H
UNDREDS tuned 
in to watch the 
Morning Star’s 
fringe meeting 
at Labour Con-
nected on break-

ing the big business stranglehold 
on the media at the weekend, 
with thousands more viewing 
the livestream online.

MPs, campaigners and jour-
nalists discussed how we can 
“democratise the media and get 
our message of socialist change 
across,” in the words of Claudia 
Webbe MP.

Webbe noted that “a strong, 
diverse and independent media 
is a cornerstone of a healthy 
society — but much of our press 
isn’t free at all.”

She cited a 2019 media report 
showing that just three firms 
— News UK, the Mail Group 
and Reach — own 83 per cent 
of newspapers, up from 71 per 
cent in 2015, “showing that 
monopolisation is continuing.”

Online, five companies — 
those three plus the Guardian 
and Telegraph — controlled 80 
per cent of the market, just five 
companies own 80 per cent of 
local titles and just two owned 
46 per cent of all commercial 
local analog radio stations and 
two-thirds of all digital sta-
tions, she said.

“Monopolisation is bad for 
democracy,” she warned. “The 
increasing concentration of 
media ownership allows the 
few to amass ever vaster social, 
economic and political power.”

Webbe, who has a fortnightly 
Morning Star column, called on 
more Labour MPs to contribute 
to the only socialist daily.

People’s Assembly national 
secretary and former Labour 
MP Laura Pidcock said the 
experience of the past five years 
showed that anyone proposing 
fundamental economic change 
would “not see their vision rep-
resented” in mainstream media.

“The daily realities of work-
ing people are very rarely 
reflected,” she said, recalling 
an appearance she made on 
Politics Live when a shadow 
minister just after the UN’s 
special rapporteur on extreme 
poverty Philip Alston published 
a devastating report on poverty 
in Britain.

“I was sat with my political 
adviser saying surely this will 
come up, they’ll ask about the 
ramifications for the govern-
ment” of a UN report stating 
that 14 million people lived in 
poverty.

“But after nearly an hour of 
the show there was no men-
tion of that report. It took what 
some might have thought a 
rude interjection from me to 
say: ‘Why aren’t you talking 
about this?’

“This was not just a few peo-
ple living in awful conditions 
but millions.”

Yet endemic poverty pay, the 
devaluation of labour and the 
“harsh employment terrain 
people were having to navi-
gate” did not figure as news 
in the eyes of the programme, 
which was fixated on internal 
Tory Party machinations.

The cumulative effect on 
working-class people of never 
seeing their experiences 

The government is 
to blame for the 
virus second wave

“
The track and 
trace app — 
once promised 
to be rolled out 
in mid-May — 
still hasn’t 
materialised

CLUELESS: Boris 
Johnson is shown the 
Jenner Institute in 
Oxford, where he 
toured the lab and 
met scientists who 
are leading the Covid 
vaccine research
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reported is “an isolating and 
atomising one in which you 
are lulled into thinking your 
fears, your circumstances and 
your hardship is about your 
lack of capacity rather than a 
systemic experience of suffer-
ing in a capitalist system,” she 
observed, saluting the Morning 
Star for its role as an “uncom-
promising” alternative that pri-
oritised working-class voices.

And she said social media 
was no panacea, noting that 
“we don’t own the algorithms, 
we don’t own the platforms.”

Former Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn told the meeting that it 
was essential the Morning Star 
survived as a “voice for the left, 
a paper dedicated to redistrib-
uting power and wealth and 
giving a voice to working-
class people and working-class 
organisations.”

He said he was “very happy 
to buy the Morning Star in the 

local Co-op and very pleased 
the Co-op always seems to 
stock it” but called for pres-
sure on other retailers to do so.

The demonisation of his own 
leadership was because of poli-
cies, he said, but pointed out 
that the media were mostly 
determined to avoid talking 
about them.

When he had revealed dur-
ing an election debate with 
Boris Johnson “an absolutely 
accurate document” exposing 
that Britain had been secretly 
negotiating with the US Trade 
Department for two years over 
giving US companies access 
to public services, especially 
the NHS, “did the media say 
‘Corbyn’s onto something, 
this is an issue that’s got to be 
addressed?’

“No, they decided that some-
how or other the documents 
had been given to me by the 
Russians.

“I was very puzzled by this. I 
met no Russians. I spoke to no 
Russians. I speak no Russian,” 
he noted wryly.

“And I couldn’t imagine what 
interest the Russians might 
have in a Tory plot to hand our 
NHS to American companies.”

But of course, the point of 
the media attack was “to divert 
attention from the issue and 
insinuate that I was a dishon-
est and unreliable person.

“Well — our NHS is under 
threat. It will be as long as there 
are people in Parliament will-
ing to go along with the idea 
of privatising public services.”

Corbyn also took a swipe at 
“those people now being paid 
a great deal of money to write 
books analysing the past five 
years,” saying the books focused 
on “tittle tattle — gossip” like 
“who said what to who, who got 
the coffee for who where, who 
paid for the hotel” rather than 

the politics of Labour’s left turn.
“The people who have writ-

ten those books — and they 
know very well who they are 
— have completely failed to 
address the real issue which 
is the power structures in 
our society and the way in 
which the very powerful and 
very wealthy teamed up with 
the most powerful and well 
resourced media to attack the 
Labour Party and the individu-
als within it,” he said.

Scotland’s Labour leader Rich-
ard Leonard said the failure of 
recent attacks on his own lead-
ership showed the “strength of 
feeling in the party and move-
ment on sticking to a radical 
political and economic agenda” 
and called for a left media that 
would back the fight for “our 
values of solidarity, interdepend-
ency and uniting communities” 
in the face of rising nationalism 
and racism.

Unite assistant general sec-
retary Howard Beckett empha-
sised too that the attacks 
came over left-wing policy, but 
warned against Labour adopting 
the tactics of Tony Blair and Gor-
don Brown, who avoided men-
tioning policies in order to avoid 
being attacked in the press.

He said the left should never 
be frightened to talk policy, 
and backed the idea of a live 
YouTube channel operated by 
Unite.

Journalist and election strat-
egist Steve Howell agreed that 
the promotion of our own left 
platforms was key when the 
mainstream media deployed 
various tactics to undermine 
the left.

Attacks and smears were 
one, he said, arguing that the 
demonisation of Corbyn had 
been more extreme even than 
the character assassination vis-
ited in earlier times on Arthur 
Scargill and Tony Benn.

Another was the framing 
trick Corbyn had mentioned 
with regard to the NHS trade 
talks, where the media turned 
the story into one about how 
the papers had been exposed 
rather than the substance of 
what they said.

But the third was simple — 
“blackout. We came up against 
this in comms when Jeremy 
was leader,” he said.

“You’d have people saying 
‘why is Jeremy not doing any 
policy initiatives?’ — he was, 
but the media wasn’t covering 
them.”

A current example was the 
trial of Julian Assange, How-
ell pointed out, with Penta-
gon Papers publisher Daniel 
Ellsberg giving evidence last 
week.

With Ellsberg having been 
charged under the Espionage 
Act for exposing the lies of 
successive presidents over Viet-
nam, then being acquitted at 
the height of Watergate, “you 
might think that Ellsberg in 
London appearing in a historic 
trial like this was newsworthy. 
Actually apart from the Morn-
ing Star and one report in the 
Guardian, as far as I can see 
there has been a complete 
media boycott.”

The Assange case saw “jour-
nalism on trial,” he said, and 
quoted Ellsberg: “Everybody 
has a stake in Assange’s trial. If 
Julian is extradited, no journal-
ist in the world is safe from life 
imprisonment in the United 
States.”

Howell also warned of the 
dangers of increased regula-
tion of social media, arguing 
that newspapers — which are 
not subject to state regulation 
— “are campaigning for regula-
tion of social media not to safe-
guard from abuse, but in order 
to control and limit the debate.

“They see the threat of 
people like ourselves speak-
ing directly to large numbers 
of people,” he argued, saying 
it was “hugely problematic” 
that the current Labour Party 
position was to support further 
regulation.

 ■ The Morning Star’s Labour 
fringe meeting is available to watch 
at mstar.link/MStarFringe2020.

Breaking the big business media 
stranglehold - a report from the 
Star’s fringe at Labour Connected
Former Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn, MPs, journalists and  
trade unionists among those who address media meeting

“
Corbyn also took 
a swipe at 
‘those people 
now being paid 
a great deal of 
money to write 
books analysing 
the past 
five years’
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“Y
OU cannot 
a c h i e v e 
p e a c e 
and stabil-
ity in the 
M i d d l e 

East, except by addressing the 
key cause of the decades-long 
conflict — failure to achieve 
justice for Palestinians. It sim-
ply will not happen.” 

This was the message deliv-
ered by both keynote speakers at 
a conference of communist par-
ties on Saturday September 19. 

Aida Touma-Sliman, of the 
political bureau of the Commu-
nist Party of Israel and mem-
ber of the Knesset, and Dr Aqel 
Taqz, international secretary of 
the People’s Party of Palestine, 
were addressing a symposium 
organised by the Co-ordinating 
Committee of Communist Par-
ties in Britain. 

It brought together represent-
atives of 10 parties from Europe, 
the Middle East and Asia to dis-
cuss the implications of the new 
so-called “peace” agreements 
between the United Arab Emir-
ates and Bahrain and the Net-
anyahu government of Israel.

The ceremony in Washing-
ton coincided with the 50th 
anniversary of “Black Septem-
ber,” the catastrophic 11-day 
war, started by the armed 
forces of the Hashemite King-
dom of Jordan, against PLO 
forces on September 16 1970. 

The timing was clearly 
intended to signal another 
major blow to the Palestinian 
quest for justice and statehood.

Both speakers stated emphat-
ically that the US-brokered 
accords had nothing to do 
with peace; neither Bahrain 
nor the UAE were ever at war 
with Israel. 

“A 
FIERY social-
ist without 
any prin-
ciples and 
given to mere 
phrases” – 

Vladimir Lenin on Victor Grayson 
Albert Victor Grayson was 

the greatest working-class hero 
you’ve probably never heard of.  

One hundred years ago, he 
was escorted from his high-end 
London apartment, never to be 
seen again.  

Just 13 years before, in 1907, 
Grayson won a by-election 
so stunning, that the Brit-
ish Establishment and press 
feared him as the vanguard of 
a bloody, socialist revolution. 

 Grayson was born in Liv-
erpool in 1881, into a Britain 
divided by class and whose 
leaders prided themselves on a 
mighty empire while those who 
created the wealth in factories, 
mills, and docks lived in poverty.  

He was the third son of a per-
ennially unemployed carpenter 
who had absconded from the 
British army and a servant girl 
whose parents could not afford 
to keep her. 

 Grayson was destined for 
factory life and served a seven-
year engineering apprentice-
ship.  

It was in the evenings when 
wandering around the Liv-
erpool docks and hearing its 
street-preachers that he discov-
ered a love of public speaking.  

Soon enough, he was preach-
ing the Gospel as the salvation 
of man in his spare time.  

But he steadily came to real-
ise that the poor were being 
played for fools.  

While the promise of heaven 
in the next life applied to all, 
only the rich were allowed 
heaven in this one.   

The Independent Labour 
Party and wider socialist move-
ment drew Grayson in.  

Despite his growing passion 
for politics, he accepted the 
offer of a career in the Unitar-
ian church.  

But, after moving to Man-
chester to study, he ended up 
building a reputation as a great 
public speaker and led demon-
strations of the unemployed.  

As he began to tour the 
north of England as a social-
ist speaker, he was expelled 
from the Unitarian college for 
neglecting his studies. 

Grayson’s religion was social-
ism and he put forth the case 
for a new society with such 
force that his listeners fre-
quently left his meetings with 
tears of hope in their eyes.  

Little wonder then that when 
a by-election was called in the 
constituency of Colne Valley 
in 1907, the local Labour Party 
wanted Grayson. However, the 
national party leadership didn’t.

Grayson was a vocal critic of 
the conservatism of the trade 
union movement and urged 
Labour to fight on its own merit 
when, at the time, they were 
wedded to an electoral pact 
with the Liberals.  

Despite being a member of 
the ILP, Grayson had to stand 
independently as a Labour & 
Socialist candidate.  

His campaign captured the 
hearts of the constituency and, 

although many of his male 
lacked the vote and none of his 
female supporters had it, he won.  

It was, said Grayson, “a vic-
tory for pure revolutionary 
socialism.” 

In the 13 years from then 
until his disappearance, Gray-
son became one of the most rec-
ognisable names and faces in 
the global socialist movement.  

The Americans dubbed him 
“England’s greatest mob ora-
tor” while European socialists 
debated over whether Grayson 
was sufficiently grounded in 
Marxist theory (new research 
suggests Grayson was well 
versed in the theory of surplus 
value and he had distributed 
extracts of Capital to workers 
as a student).

In Britain, the press treated 
him alternately as a buffoon 
and a bogeyman.  

Increasingly, he took solace 
in alcohol, and lost his parlia-
mentary seat in 1910.  

Despite setbacks he formed 
his own political party, the Brit-
ish Socialist Party (BSP) in 1911 
(which in 1920 helped found 
the Communist Party of Great 
Britain), which aimed to unite 
Britain’s fractured socialist 
movement into a party unin-
hibited by trade union conserv-
atism and the slow, parliamen-
tary road to socialism.  

For a brief moment the BSP 
looked like it might eclipse the 
Labour Party, but Grayson was 
outmanoeuvred and eventually 
sidelined from his own party 
by a small gang of old veterans 
of the left, jealous of his plat-
form abilities and repelled by 
rumours of his bisexuality.

Grayson faded from view 
until the outbreak of the 

Great War. He was a pacifist 
but, when the German SPD 
voted for war credits, Grayson 
was determined that Britain 
should fight.  

It would be, he said, far 
harder to build socialism under 
the jackboot of the kaiser.  

He was funded by the British 
government to visit Australia 
and New Zealand to encourage 
recruitment.  

After a hostile crowd asked 
him why he didn’t enlist 
himself, he did just that, and 
fought with the Anzac forces at 
Passchendaele, where he was 
wounded.   

After being invalided out 
of the army, Grayson was 
recruited for the shadowy 
national war aims committee 
which was created to keep the 
war effort going.  

Grayson published articles 

and pamphlets, and visited 
Britain’s industrial areas to 
quell mounting unrest.  

He was recapturing the spirit 
of his old self and talked of a 
return to Parliament after the 
war.  

But when the armistice 
came, Grayson abruptly disap-
peared from public view.  

Newly discovered evidence 
suggests that Grayson was 
being blackmailed by a senior 
trade unionist and Labour MP 
over his sexuality. That may be 
why a return to politics never 
happened.  

Quite implausibly, in 1942, 
with Britain’s very existence 
under threat, a senior mem-
ber of the British government 
ordered an investigation into 
Grayson’s whereabouts.

Scotland Yard officers were 
dispatched across the country, 
collecting documents from 
school reports to personal let-
ters, which were never seen 
again.  

The police then spent dec-
ades denying an investigation 
ever took place.

After a string of FOI requests 
they now admit an investiga-
tion took place, but that all the 
files and documents relating to 
Grayson were either given to the 
National Archives or destroyed. 

The National Archives have 
never received said files and, as 
Grayson was a public figure and 
former MP, they should have 
been retained. 

I am sure that somewhere, 
someone knows what happened 
to Victor Grayson. I have my 
own theory, which is guided 
by evidence old and new. 

But in the centenary of 
his disappearance we should 
demand, as a movement, that 
we are allowed to put to rest 
the ghost of Victor Grayson, 
Britain’s lost revolutionary.

 ■ Harry Taylor is a former Labour 
councillor who now works as a 
political director. Co-author of Peter 
Shore – Labour’s Forgotten Patriot 
and Victor Grayson: In Search of 
Britain’s Lost Revolutionary, to be 
published by Pluto Press in 2021. @
harrytgtaylor1, victorgrayson.com.

100 years ago firebrand socialist politician Victor Grayson 
abruptly went missing. Despite the disappearance being 
investigated by Scotland Yard, the mystery of what 
happened to him still remains, writes HARRY TAYLOR

Victor Grayson – 
Britain’s lost 
revolutionary 

RIDDLE: What 
happened to Victor 
Grayson is uncertain, 
although there are 
clues

T
HE TUC has in 
the past two 
weeks  agreed a 
comprehensive 
policy on Pales-
tine in regard to 

the situation in the Middle East.
British unions have always 

stood with those facing oppres-
sion and discrimination and 
those who are fighting in 
defence of workers and human 
rights.

We stood with workers 
in South Africa in the fight 
against apartheid. 

We are standing with work-
ers in Colombia where they are 
struggling to stop the murders 
and killings of trade unionists 
and human rights defenders.

And we have stood with Cuba 
as they fought for the right for 
their own future — free from 
aggression and interference.

And today we are standing 
with workers in Turkey, Syria, 
Belarus and many other coun-
tries as they fight for the same 
rights.

In recent years the TUC and 
many affiliated unions have 
stepped up solidarity work with 
the Palestinians — and now, 
with the threat of annexation 
of large swathes of Palestinian 
lands by the Israeli state, we 
must again step up our efforts.

For decades the Israeli state 
has occupied Palestinian lands 
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In Aida Touma’s words: 
“Israel, the UAE and Bahrain are 
not enemies but long-time allies 
— the deal is a mere formality. It 
will deepen the countries’ com-
mercial co-operation and will 
help consolidate the American 
imperialist agenda of aligning 
the region to its purposes.”

She said that the deal signed 
in Washington was the oppo-
site of a peace deal, since it 
aimed at dismantling interna-
tional pressure for ending the 
occupation and establishing an 
independent Palestinian state. 

In his contribution, Dr Taqz 
pointed to the flagrant breach 
of international agreements 
that the deals represented. 

They were, he said, “contrary 
to UN resolutions, Arab League 
decisions and Arab initiatives 
which make ‘normalisation’ of 
relations conditional on solving 
the Palestinian problem.” 

Normalisation would follow, 
not precede, the creation of a 
Palestinian state. 

The meeting heard that the 
current agreements were part 
of a concerted attempt to recon-
figure the balance of forces, 
bolstering Israel’s US-backed 
status as primary regional 

power, while at the same time 
diminishing or eliminating 
Iran’s potential for domination 
and leaving the US more free 
to pursue policy objectives on 

the Pacific rim and against its 
major economic rival, China.

The timing of the new 
accords also had everything 
to do with promoting the 

popularity and prowess of 
Donald Trump and Benjamin 
Netanyahu with their elector-
ates — as deal-makers “of the 
century.” 

Nothing could be further 
from the truth. Dr Taqz said 
that the agreements were 
orchestrated by the Trump 
administration at a time 
when the US president faces 
unprecedented problems at 
home with Covid-19 and mass 
protests against endemic racial 
discrimination, as well as set-
backs in many aspects of US 
foreign policy.

Communists present were 
unanimous in their view that 
the region and its peoples 
would be forever subject to 
devastating imperialist conflict 
and debilitating interventions 
until a Palestinian state with 
June 4 1967 borders and East 
Jerusalem as its capital had 
been won, together with the 
right of return for refugees. 

The recent charade in Wash-
ington would at best be diver-
sionary and at worst pose new 
and more dangerous threats 
to peace.

Salam Ali, international sec-
retary of the Iraqi Communist 
Party, made a statement on 
its behalf calling for intensi-
fied solidarity with the Pales-
tinian people to defeat “the 
shameful normalisation deals 
by reactionary Arab regimes 
with Israel” and for an interna-
tional solidarity meeting to be 
convened online as quickly as 
possible to support the Palestin-
ian struggle and popular initia-
tives to end Israeli occupation. 

Navid Shomali, international 
secretary of the Tudeh Party 
of Iran, said that any war or 

conflict in the region would 
furnish the US with an oppor-
tunity to justify its plans for 
strengthening its hegemony in 
the region. 

He called for efforts to 
strengthen the peace move-
ments in the countries of the 
region to oppose wars and for-
eign interventions initiated 
under whatever pretext. Action 
was needed immediately. 

Aida Touma told those pre-
sent that it was imperative for 
the anti-occupation forces, and 
especially the communist move-
ment around the world, to act 
in solidarity with the Palestin-
ians’ pursuit of their cause — 
the right to self-determination 
and the establishment of a Pal-
estinian state alongside Israel.

The chair of the symposium 
closed by pledging that support 
and sending solidarity greet-
ings, on behalf of all parties 
present, to the Communist 
Party of Israel and People’s 
Party of Palestine and to the 
Palestinian people. 

 ■ Liz Payne is chair of the Com-
munist Party of Britain and was 
chair of the symposium. The Co-
ordinating Committee of Commu-
nist Parties in Britain (CCCPiB) 
brings together communist and 
workers’ parties which are mem-
bers of the International Meeting 
of Communist and Workers Parties 
(IMCWP) and which have organisa-
tions in Britain. Current members 
of the CCCPiB include communist 
parties from Bangladesh, Britain, 
Chile, Cyprus, Greece, Guyana, 
India, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Pales-
tine, Spain and Sudan. The CCCPiB 
meets regularly and organises 
events and joint activities. It is at 
present meeting online.

Communists discuss the future of peace in the Middle East 
and call for increased solidarity with the Palestinians in their 
quest for justice and statehood. LIZ PAYNE reports

and engaged in massive dis-
crimination against the Pales-
tinian people.

Gaza has been under an 
inhumane blockade for over 10 
years and has been regularly 
bombed and attacked.

In East Jerusalem the Pales-
tinian population is subject to 
extreme restrictions concern-
ing where they can go to work 

and where they can live, and 
their houses are being system-
atically bulldozed, demolished 
and taken over.

In the West Bank the Israeli 
state continues to support the 
growth and expansion of ille-
gal settlements in an attempt to 
effectively build Palestine out 
of existence.

And now the Israeli govern-

ment has gone a massive step 
further and laid out its plans 
to annex huge swathes of Pal-
estine and to officially integrate 
the area into Israel.

It is has been said that Israel 
is “the only real democracy in 
the Middle East” — but can 
anyone remember the last time 
that the leader of a democracy 
went into an general election 

and openly campaigned with a 
pledge to actually take over the 
territory of another country?

So it is absolutely essential 
that we make clear our total 
opposition to this move by Israel.

Unions are now committed 
to join with other progres-
sive forces that are pledged to 
resist the annexation and we 
will work with the Palestine 

Solidarity Campaign and wider 
civil society towards this goal.

The British government must 
make it clear that sanctions will 
follow if this goes ahead, and we 
must call on the international 
community to do the same.

Likewise, we will be work-
ing with unions internationally 
to build a mass movement that 
demands an end to the annexa-

tion plans and an end to the 
occupation and repression.

And let us be clear that the 
plans for annexation have not 
been dropped as part of Donald 
Trump’s so-called “deal of the 
century” between Israel and 
the United Arab Emirates.

Benjamin Netanyahu says the 
annexation is postponed not 
abandoned. It is clear the delay is 
more to to do with Israeli politics 
and the pending US presidential 
election, rather than a U-turn by 
the Israeli government.

If Trump loses the US elec-
tion in November, Israel may 
push ahead with the annexa-
tion and try to present Joe 
Biden with a fait accompli so he 
cannot reverse the annexation.

Annexation has not gone 
away, and we have no choice 
but for unions and Labour to 
step up our support and solidar-
ity with the Palestinian people.

 ■ A Labour and Palestine meeting 
takes place at Labour Connected 
on Monday September 21 from 
6pm to 7.15pm Register online at 
labourandpalestine.org.uk. Speak-
ers: Samia al-Botmeh, Birzeit Uni-
versity, via Live link from Palestine; 
ambassador Husam Zomlot; Pro-
fessor Karma Nabulsi; Bell Ribeiro-
Addy MP; Hugh Lanning, Labour & 
Palestine; Mick Whelan, Aslef gen-
eral secretary. Chair: Tony Burke, 
Unite assistant general secretary.

Unions are now committed to join with 
other progressive forces that are 
pledged to resist the annexation of the 
West Bank, says TONY BURKE

We must step up 
our efforts in solidarity 
with Palestine

No peace without Palestine

INTERNATIONALISM: A 
young girl waves a Moroccan 
and a Palestinian flag during 
a protest on Friday

AGAINST INJUSTICE: 
A protester holds a 
Free Palestine sign at a 
Uefa Nations League 
match at Hampden 
Park, Glasgow
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S
PANNING 5,000 
years of his-
tory, this mag-
isterial book by 
Fabian Scheidler 
explains how 

and why both our ecosystems 
and societies are on the brink 
of collapse.

Scheidler does not provide 
a chronological history in the 
traditional sense but looks at 
the emergence of modern 
civilisation and the capitalist 
system from new and unusual 
perspectives. He does not aim 
to provide a history of human-
kind but the story of a specific 
social system.

To understand the origins 
and functioning of the “great 
machine,” he argues, one must 
also examine its prehistory 
and he looks at the role played 
by wars, the evolution of the 
metallurgical industries, the 
key role of coal, the origins 
of the military-industrial com-
plex, colonialism, slavery and 
much else.

“We are witnessing how 
the entire planet, which took 
four billion years to develop, 
is being used up by a global 
economic machinery that pro-
duces vast quantities of goods 
and mountains of refuse ... 
insane wealth and mass mis-
ery, massive overwork and 
forced inactivity,” he writes.

“At the core of it all is the 
unrelenting increase of wealth 
stored in the bank accounts 
of a relatively tiny number 
of individuals. Today, 42 men 
possess the equivalent of that 

owned by the poorer half of 
the world’s population.

“It seems that the only 
remaining goal of the global 
‘Megamachine’ is to incin-
erate the Earth for a small 
clique of the absurdly super-
rich.”

At heart, everyone real-
ises how destructive this sys-
tem is and that it is sick and 
makes us sick. Across nations 
and classes, millions no longer 
believe in the future of the sys-
tem while, at the same time, 
there is an oppressive sense of 
impotence.

Yet there are alternatives. 
Almost every sector of our 
society and economy could be 
reorganised in a different way. 
All of the world’s agriculture 
could be converted to organic 
farming in just a few years, 
eliminating a considerable 
amount of greenhouse gas 
emissions.

A money system serving 
the common good could 
replace the current financial 
casino economy and there are 
already concepts of decentral-
ised renewable energy, intelli-
gent public transport systems, 
the fair division of labour and 
regional economic cycles. All 
this is possible.

It has been said that the 
reason we have been led 
down this insane and fatal 
path is due to neoliberal poli-
tics, which in recent decades 
have led to increased social 
inequality and environmen-
tal devastation but this book 
asserts that the causes lie 

much deeper.
Neoliberalism 

is only the most 
recent phase of a 
much older sys-
tem that, from 
its inception 
roughly 500 years 
ago, was founded 

on predatory exploitation.
Every society cultivates its 

myths to establish and justify 
its own social and economic 
structures. But the problem 
with such myths is that they 
not only give a distorted pic-
ture of the past but reduce our 
ability to make the right deci-
sions for the future.

The last 500 years of Euro-
pean expansion is a history 
that for most of humanity 
has been associated with 
expulsion, impoverishment, 
destruction of environments 
and massive violence, includ-
ing genocide.

This violence is not a thing 
of the past but one of its per-
manent structural compo-
nents. Current testimony to 
this is provided by the pend-
ing destruction of the liveli-
hoods of hundreds of millions 
of people as a result of climate 
chaos.

The violent expansion of the 
capitalist system and the injus-
tices it inevitably produced 
were justified by the claim 
that the West was undertaking 
a historical mission to bring 
salvation to the world.

In close connection to the 
military and economic levers of 
power, schools, universities, the 

media and other ideologically 
influential institutions played a 
decisive role in elaborating and 
disseminating this mythology, 
despite important emancipation 
movements that continually 
arose within these institutions 
during modern times.

A central thesis of this book 
contends that during the 21st 
century, the “Megamachine” 
will encounter two limitations 
that will be insurmountable 
when combined.

The first is inherent in the 
system itself. For about four 
decades, the global economy 
has been headed towards a 
structural crisis that can no 
longer be explained away by 
the usual economic cycles.

At the same time, the sys-
tem has been offering fewer 
and fewer people a secure live-
lihood. Although the 200 larg-
est corporations in the world 
account for 25 per cent of the 
gross world product, they 

employ only 0.75 per cent of 
the world’s population.

More and more people are 
being dropped from the eco-
nomic system and as the abil-
ity of the “Megamachine” to 
offer people a perspective for 
the future fades, the belief in 
its mythology is also disinte-
grating.

Ideological cohesion — 
Gramsci’s “cultural hegem-
ony” — is starting to fray.

The “Megamachine” has 
created an arsenal of weapons 
with overwhelming destruc-
tive power and is in the 
process of undermining the 
Earth’s great life-supporting 
systems, devastating flora and 
fauna, soils, forests, oceans, 
rivers, aquifers and the cli-
mate system.

Industrialised civilization 
has already triggered the 
greatest species extinction 
since the disappearance of 
the dinosaurs 65 million years 

ago. At the same time, the 
growing climate chaos threat-
ens to make entire regions 
of the Earth uninhabitable, 
throwing more fuel on the 
flames of conflict.

Crises can set long-term 
learning processes in motion 
— and there are important les-
sons to be learned from the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

It has shown that if they 
want to, states are quite capa-
ble of acting and can very 
quickly make far-reaching 
social decisions, including 
massive interventions in the 
economy and even in property 
structures.

In the long term, the histori-
cal task is to free the state and 
big business from their inter-
dependence and to make the 
state an institution obligated 
to serve the common good.

This book is a valuable con-
tribution to achieving that 
task.

THE CORE argument of Profes-
sor Pat Thomson’s outstanding 
book is that when the econo-
mistic logic of calculation and 
competition is the basis for 
organising the public sector, 
gross inefficiencies, ineffective-
ness and inequities result.

And, she asserts, England’s 
school system represents “an 

almost fully materialised case 
of economistic logics at work.”

Targeting the corruption, 
corrupted practices and the 
“fraud, lack of transparency, 
cronyism and spin” that lie at 
the heart of the British state, 
she investigates the under-
mining of local authority-run 
schools by neoliberal ideology 

and how, in the public sec-
tor, the neoliberal funder–
purchaser-provider infra-
structure system has ena-
bled the development of a 
marketised academy-based 
system.

Focusing on efficiency, 
Thomson delves into the 
cost of academy start-ups, 
along with conversion/rebro-
kerage and private finance 
initiatives and the business-
mimicking practices of acad-
emies — high leadership sala-
ries, financial reporting and 

mismanagement, 
fraud and procure-
ment malpractice 
and market failure.

The overriding 
impression is that 
the current mar-
ketised regime is 
nothing more than 
class and ideology-

driven policy making, which has 
little if anything to do with either 
genuine efficiency or evidence.

Also under scrutiny are the 
nature of effectiveness meas-
ures and the distortions of 

“teaching to the test,” the toxic 
audit-culture accountability 
regime and its impacts — lack 
of transparency, gaming the 
system, skewing student intake, 
using vocational courses to 
improve league-table position, 
exclusions and “off-rolling,” 
whereby schools fiddle per-
formance indicators and toxic 
management practices.

Thomson outlines the chal-
lenge of humanising this 
toxic school system, focusing 
on ethics, the public good and 
strategies for reform and con-

cludes that unless morality and 
integrity are directly addressed, 
mere technocratic tinkering 
will not be enough.

The neoliberal experiment 
imposed upon England’s school-
ing system has clearly been 
calamitous and this long-over-
due book presents the left with 
an open goal for arguing that 
the marketisation and com-
modification of schooling have 
done huge damage and must be 
replaced, root and branch, at 
the next political opportunity.

RICHARD HOUSE

SCHOOL SCANDALS
BY PAT THOMSON I  BRISTOL UNIVERSITY PRESS/POLICY PRESS, £12.99

Pat Thomson blows the whistle on how 
corrupt neoliberal practice is wrecking 
education in Britain

THE END OF THE MEGAMACHINE
BY FABIAN SCHEIDLER I  ZERO BOOKS, £19.99

The End of the Megamachine reveals how the destructive history 
of militarised states, capital accumulation and ideological power is 
threatening our future, says JOHN GREEN

Bleak consequences of 
a malevolent machine 
age at the point of collapse

‘MEGAMACHINE’ VICTIM: Slum dweller, Jakarta
Pic: Jonathan McIntosh/Creative Commons
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IN LIGHT of the economic 
and political crisis fac-
ing the working class in 
Britain and the capitalist 
world, in which attacks 
on women’s rights are a 

prominent feature, the publi-
cation of the fourth edition of 
Mary Davis’s pamphlet is more 
than welcome.

Since its first appearance in 
1990, this slim pamphlet has 
been invaluable to generations 
of socialist readers seeking 
elucidation of the intransi-
gent political and theoretical 
question of women and class. 
So it is to be welcomed that the 
Communist Party in its cente-
nary year has published this 
updated and revised edition 
containing many new sections, 
including one on identity poli-
tics and an updated Charter for 
Women as an addendum.

Davis’s starting point is the 
historical confusion in the 
Communist Party and the 
wider left over the relation-
ship of women to class, class 
struggle and socialism itself. In 
the introduction, she sets out 
the problem succinctly.

The oppression of women 
has been consistently under-
played by the state and quite 
erroneously relegated to a 
secondary position by the left. 
Over past decades, there has 
been a move away from class 
politics more generally, even 
on the left, to an individual-
ist politics which threatens 
the very concept of women’s 
collective rights.

In this context, she argues, 
the left requires a systematic 
analysis of what progressives 
have long called “the woman 
question” which “recognises 
that female oppression is indis-
solubly linked to the operation 
and maintenance of the capi-
talist system” and that the fight 
to end it is an intrinsic and 
essential aspect of the strug-
gle for social transformation.

As Davis points out, the 
oppression of women and 
black people is not incidental 
to class society but constitutive 
of it – the ideologies of racism 
and sexism serve to divide 
the working class and thus 
perpetuate capitalist society. 
“The key to understanding the 
situation of women under capi-
talism lies in the complex and 
dynamic relationship between 
exploitation and oppression,” 
she writes.

In the opening chapter, 
Davis presents the Marxist 
view of the origins of women’s 
oppression with commendable 
clarity. In contrast to radical 

feminist accounts that locate it 
in sexual antagonism between 
men and women, Marxists see 
it first and foremost as a prod-
uct of class society.

Early human societies were 
necessarily co-operative and 
egalitarian and the sexual divi-
sion of labour was not there-
fore antagonistic. It was only 
with a change in the produc-
tive forces that a qualitative 
shift took place in relations 
between the sexes.

In this respect, the work of 
Friedrich Engels is pioneer-
ing. In The Origin of the Fam-
ily, Private Property and the 
State, Engels argues that it 
was the emergence of prop-
erty relations based on the 
production of surplus wealth 
and the development of patri-
lineal descent systems for its 
transmission that led to, in his 
evocative if slightly misleading 
phrase, “the world historic 
defeat of the female sex.”

Yet, as Davis makes clear, 
while Marx and Engels made 
crucial links between the 
workings of capitalism and 
women’s oppression in their 
writings, this did not amount 
to a systematic analysis. There 
are still many questions that 
remain unanswered by Marx-
ism-Leninism, not least why 
women’s oppression persists 
in socialist societies.

Davis goes on to examine 
the rival theories that have 
been advanced to explain 
women’s oppression. Biological 
determinism, which maintains 
that male and female roles 
are determined by nature, is 
rooted in religious dogma and 
social Darwinism, and became 
the dominant ideology of capi-
talism.

In contrast, liberal feminism 

challenges its underlying sex-
role stereotypes and focuses 
on women’s political and eco-
nomic equality within capital-
ism through legal reform. As 
Davis argues, this emphasis on 
legal rights often ignores the 
specific situation of working-
class and black women to the 
detriment of the women’s 
movement.

Radical feminism grew in 
reaction to the limited goals of 
liberal feminism and picked up 
on those aspects of sexual poli-
tics frequently ignored by the 
left. Problematically, though, it 
identifies the conflict between 
men and women as preceding 
and transcending class and 
race conflict.

In claiming to go beyond 

Marxist analysis, it becomes 
ahistorical and paradoxically 
risks affirming the very biologi-
cal determinism it set out to 
challenge. Almost the oppo-
site is true of the new gender 
identity ideology: in advancing 
a theory of individual choice 
based on feelings, this ideol-
ogy substitutes what amounts 
to sex-role stereotypes for the 
material reality of sex.

In the former case, women’s 
class exploitation is down-
played in the interests of sis-
terhood, while in the latter 
women’s sexed bodies, the 
very basis of their oppression 
in class society, is ignored in 
the interests of individual 
rights. Both positions work to 
alienate the vast majority of 
women, whose subordination 
stems from their exploitation 
and oppression in capitalist 
society.   

Davis advances a Marxist-
feminist analysis of the rela-
tionship between oppression 
and super-exploitation within 
capitalism. While a class the-
ory of women’s oppression can-
not itself supply the necessary 
political strategy, it can pro-
vide the framework for much-
needed historical and political 
analysis and thus point the way 
forward for women.

 “The struggle for equal pay 
for equal work, for subsidised 
childcare and for the socialisa-
tion of other aspects of domes-
tic work, and for other issues 
of importance to women, such 
as reproductive and full legal 
rights, points ultimately to 
socialism,” Davis stresses. “It 
is around issues such as these 
that most women are likely to 
be mobilised.”

She provides a historical sur-
vey of women workers and the 

women’s movement over two 
centuries, focusing on the role 
of working-class women in the 
labour movement.

The strength of this section 
is the depiction of working 
women as agents of history, 
taking a significant role in the 
labour and trades union move-
ment, from the female Charter 
associations of the 1830s and 
the Bryant & May matchwomen 
strikers of 1888 to the women 
machinists at Ford in Dagen-
ham in 1968.

She brings the story 
up to date, looking 
at women workers 
and women’s rights 
today, concluding 
that, despite some 

gains, there is still much to 
fight against. In particular, the 
feminisation of poverty is grow-
ing apace and exacerbating the 
super-exploitation of working-
class and black women. She 
calls for a reinvigorated trade 
union movement to tackle sex-
ism and racism head on and 
take up the struggle for wage 
equality.

In conclusion, Davis turns 
her attention to women and 
the Communist Party, focus-
ing on history, policy and per-
spectives. She includes the text 
of the historic resolution on 
women and gender, passed by 
the 55th Congress of the CPB 
in London in November 2018, 
which commits party mem-
bers to defend and promote 
women’s sex-based rights and 
develop a branch education 
programme to disseminate 
understanding of the relation-
ship between oppression and 
exploitation in Britain and 
around the world.

A superb document, it is 
to be hoped that it will form 
the basis for political educa-
tion across the labour move-
ment as well as bringing new 
women members – like myself 
– to the party. It concludes 
with the Charter for Women, 
which identifies broad-based 
campaign goals in three sec-
tors – society, work and the 
labour movement.

The aim is to “ensure that 
by these means women’s col-
lective demands are not only 
heard but acted upon.”

The strength of this work 
is in surveying and critiquing 
both the theory and history of 
women and class and in iden-
tifying what still needs to be 
done by way of analysis and 
practice in clear and accessi-
ble terms.

Although well organised, 
with accompanying illustra-
tions of labour movement fig-
ures and activists, a criticism 
that could be made is of the 
pamphlet’s production — the 
typeface is cramped, faint and 
difficult to read, at least for this 
short-sighted reader. More gen-
erous margins and font size 
would have made this a more 
user-friendly publication.

That minor criticism aside, 
this is a compact and absolutely 
indispensable read.

 ■ Available from the CPB online 
bookshop, shop.communistparty.
org.uk. There will be an online 
book launch and panel discussion 
of Women and Class, organised 
by the Marx Memorial Library 
and Workers School, with Profes-
sor Mary Davis, Professor Selina 
Todd and Dr Sonya Andermahr 
at 7pm on Tuesday September 29. 
Register at Eventbrite: eventbrite.
co.uk/e/120007225843

WOMEN AND CLASS
BY MARY DAVIS I  CPB, £4.50

Crucial perspectives on women, 
class struggle and socialism
SONYA ANDERMAHR recommends a book that could not be more timely or necessary

“
Liberal feminism 
focuses on women’s 
political and 
economic equality 
within capitalism 
through legal reform 
- this often ignores 
the specific situation 
of working-class and 
black women, to the 
detriment of the 
women’s movement’
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