


morningstaronline.co.uk
   morningstaronline 

   @m_star_online2 Morning Star 
Friday 
September 18 2020 news

n  HUMAN RIGHTS

Davis battles to hear 
evidence of Britain’s 
torture involvement 
by Our News Desk

PROMINENT Tory MP David 
Davis is demanding to be 
allowed entry to a secret court 
that is due to hear evidence 
on Britain’s involvement in 
torture. 

The former Brexit secre-
tary, along with  with human-
rights organisation Reprieve 
and Labour MP Dan Jarvis, is 
bringing a judicial review of 
the government’s refusal to 
hold an independent inquiry 
into Britain’s involvement 
in torture and rendition of 
detainees after the September 
11 attacks in 2001. 

After announcing the legal 
action last October, Mr Davis 
is now battling to be granted 
entry to the court hearing on 
September 22 at which the 
judge will hear from govern-
ment lawyers alone. 

Mr Davis argued yesterday 
that he should not be barred 

from seeing the evidence 
because he had access to simi-
lar information when he held 
ministerial roles. 

The co-claimants have been 
excluded from the proceedings 
after the government pushed 
for parts of the judicial review 
to be heard in secret courts 
known as closed material  
procedures. 

Reprieve director Maya Foa 
said: “If British personnel 
helped torture people, that 
should not be concealed from 
the public behind the doors of 
a secret court. 

“We want the government 
to keep the promise it made 
to torture survivors ten years 
ago and air evidence of past 
wrongdoing in a fully inde-
pendent inquiry.” 

In 2010, then prime minister 
David Cameron announced an 
inquiry into British complicity 
in the torture and rendition of 
terror suspects following the 
September 11 attacks, but it 

lacked the powers needed to 
fully expose the truth. 

Over the past decade, min-
isters have failed to deliver on 
the government’s promise of a 
full independent review. 

Mr Davis said: “Torture is 
illegal, immoral and totally 
counterproductive when it 
comes to keeping this country 
safe. 

“Our legal challenge has 
already revealed 15 previously 
unknown cases where past  
governments got us mixed up 
in torture, and only by con-
fronting these mistakes can we 
ensure they are not repeated.”

In 2018, ministers were 
forced to give an unprecedented 
apology for British involvement 
in the United States’ rendition 
and torture of Abdul Hakim 
Belhaj and Fatima Boudchar 
in 2004. 

They were kidnapped with 
the help of British intelligence 
and tortured in CIA custody.

news@peoples-press.com

n CORONAVIRUS 

Leonard calls for systematic 
testing of home care workers

by Niall Christie
Scotland editor

THE Scottish government is 
being pressed to commit to 
regular and routine coronavi-
rus testing for home-care work-
ers amid concerns about testing 
capacity across the country. 

SNP leader Nicola Sturgeon 
was quizzed in Holyrood yester-
day on the safety of key work-

ers, with warnings from trade 
unions that a failure to carry 
out tests could lead to a second 
wave of the virus. 

At First Minister’s Questions, 
Scottish Labour leader Richard 
Leonard asked the government 
to allay the fears of frontline 
staff by agreeing to systematic 
testing. 

Mr Leonard said that a back-
log over the past week had 
revealed issues with the cur-

rent system, and he sought 
assurances from the govern-
ment about consistent delivery 
of testing. 

This follows a survey by Uni-
son which showed that half of 
its members in care homes had 
not been checked.  

Mr Leonard called for “regu-
lar and routine access to testing 
for Scotland’s heroic home-care 
workers.”

Ms Sturgeon said that it was 
right to raise concerns of work-
ers, and that expanding routine 
testing to home-care workers 
was being considered. 

The issue of testing was also 
raised by the Scottish Greens, 
with Alison Johnstone calling 
for a new strategy to meet the 
demand. 

The Greens’ parliamentary 
co-leader said this must rec-
ognise that the British system 
was failing, increasing NHS 
Scotland’s role. 

The First Minister said that 
Scotland’s testing system had 
“by and large” worked effec-
tively. The government had 
also received assurances that 
the country’s access to testing 
units would not be constrained, 
and that laboratory capacity 
would be maintained.

niallchristie@peoples-press.com

n SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT 

Neil Findlay slams ‘shambolic’ voting system
LABOUR MSP Neil Findlay 
raised concerns yesterday 
about Holyrood’s hybrid vot-
ing system in place during 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
which has been branded a 
“farce.”

Mr Findlay asked the Scot-
tish Parliamentary Corpo-
rate Body (SPCB) whether it 
has confidence in the sys-
tem, which has allowed MSPs 
to vote both in person and 

virtually since they returned 
to Holyrood last month. 

He described a situation 
which led to a vote being 
abandoned last week as an 
“utter shambles,” raising 
points of order in Parlia-
ment before submitting a 
motion stating that he had 
“no faith in the ability of the 
new voting system to deliver 
fair and accurate results.”

Mr Findlay warned that 

the decisions taken can 
have a huge impact on peo-
ple’s lives, so a voting system 
where so much can go wrong 
does not inspire public con-
fidence.

Andy Wightman of the 
SPCB called on members to 
continue to show patience 
with the system, adding 
there is a log of all actions 
taken by MSPs to ensure the 
validity of votes.

PILING ON THE 
PRESSURE: 
Scottish Labour 
leader Richard 
Leonard during 
First Minister’s 
Questions 
yesterday

FIGHTING ANOTHER 
GOOD FIGHT: The ‘Thank 
You NHS’ Spitfire flies over 
the Royal Infirmary of 
Edinburgh yesterday during 
a tour of Scottish hospitals 
to raise money for NHS 
Charities Together

CLOSING DATE: Monday September 28

WE’RE HIRING
WEB ASSISTANT 

We are seeking a web assistant to join 
our busy production team.
Regular Sunday working is required as 
part of a five-day 35-hour week in order 
to cover the paper’s six publication days.
Wages start at circa £22,292 per annum 
subject to a probationary period. 
Holidays start at 28 days a year rising to 
30 days, plus bank holidays.
If you have the skills and you’re ready to 
take on a new challenge, email jobs@
peoples-press.com for an application 
pack.

Women and minority ethnic candidates 
are particularly encouraged to apply

The successful applicant will need…
A flair for the English language 
and for snappy, punchy 
presentation
Attention to detail
The ability to operate well as part 
of a small team and offer new ideas
Experience of using social media 
to promote content
Experience with image-editing 
software such as Adobe 
Photoshop
An interest in labour movement 
and progressive issues
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n ECUADOR

CORREA SLAMS BAN 
ON PARTY AHEAD 
OF 2021 ELECTIONS
by Ben Chacko

FORMER Ecuadorean president 
Rafael Correa has denounced 
a ban on his new movement 
standing in the 2021 election 
as a form of “electoral fraud.”

The National Electoral Coun-
cil confirmed on Wednesday 
that the Social Commitment 
Force of Mr Correa, part of the 
Union for Hope Coalition, would 
not be allowed to stand, having 
originally suspended it in July.

The former leader, driven 
into exile by his successor and 
one-time deputy Lenin Moreno, 
had been selected to stand for 
the vice-presidency.

Mr Correa tweeted that the 
Ecuadorean government was 
banning opposition parties 
because of its fear of “assured 
defeat at the polls.”

An early day motion in 
Britain’s Parliament cited the 

ban on Mr Correa standing 
as an example of the “grow-
ing abuses of the legal system 
for political purposes in Latin 
America,” alongside the pre-
vention of Brazilian former 
president Lula from standing in 
Brazil last year and the exclu-
sion of Bolivia’s Evo Morales, 
overthrown in a military coup 
following his re-election last 
November, from that country’s 
upcoming elections.

On Wednesday Mr Morales 
publicly thanked MPs Richard 
Burgon, who put down the 
motion, and Jeremy Corbyn and 
Diane Abbott, the first to sign 
it, for standing up against “the 
judicial persecution of Rafael 
and me.”

Mr Moreno faces growing 
popular unrest over terms on 
which the International Mon-
etary Fund is proposing to lend 
Ecuador $6.5 billion (£5bn) to 
“help ease the economic bur-

den following the Covid pan-
demic.”

IMF managing director 
Kristalina Georgieva said the 
loan would “support economic 
policies to help Ecuador’s peo-
ple overcome the current cri-
sis.”

These include guarantees 
that crisis-related spending 
will be cut next year, a “fis-
cal reform package” that 
would “moderate” public 
spending in the future 
and “comprehensive tax 
reform.”

Critics scent a 
resurrection of the 
hated “package” of 
neoliberal reforms 
that sparked huge 
protests last year 
that forced the 
government to flee 
the capital, Quito, 
and promise to back 
down.

‘ELECTORAL FRAUD’: Former president’s movement not allowed to stand

n MIDDLE EAST

UN calls for renewed peace negotiations
UN secretary-general Antonio 
Guterres has called on Palestine 
and Israel to use the “opportu-
nity” of Israel’s normalisation 
of relations with Bahrain and 
the United Arab Emirates to 
renew negotiations.

Mr Guterres has welcomed 
the US-brokered agreements, 
signed at a White House cer-
emony this week amid protests 
from dozens of organisations.

The UAE agreement to rec-
ognise Israel required Tel Aviv 
to suspend its plans to annex 

Palestine’s West Bank. But Pal-
estinians including the head of 
Palestine’s mission in Britain, 
Husam Zomlot, have warned 
for months that Israel would use 
minor concessions to its annexa-
tion threat to create a new nor-
mal in which a Palestinian state 
is further away than ever.

Prior demands from Arab 
states that recognition of Israel 
would be dependent on the 
establishment of an independ-
ent Palestine have been dropped.

“Does this bring us closer to 

peace in the Middle East? It’s 
a capital No,”  Mr Zomlot said 
this week. Palestinian People’s 
Party politburo member Walid 
al-Awad said the agreements 
were “shameful” and that the 
“treacherous pens that signed 
them are no different from the 
machetes, knives and axes that 
killed our people in Sabra and 
Shatila in 1982.”

The White House ceremony’s 
timing on the anniversary of 
the notorious massacre has 
been widely condemned.

n MEDITERRANEAN

76 refugees jump overboard 
in desperate bid to get to Italy
by Ben Cowles

MORE than 70 refugees jumped 
overboard from an NGO rescue 
ship yesterday in an desperate 
bid to swim to Palermo on the 
Italian island of Sicily.

Seventy-six of the 275 refu-
gees on board the Open Arms 
threw themselves into the water 
in the morning, their ninth day 
waiting for a European country 
to let them come ashore.

The Open Arms’s crew man-
aged to provide the 76 with 
lifejackets before the Italian 
coastguard brought them to 
land. The crew rescued 278 
people, including two pregnant 

women and 56 children, as they 
escaped Libya in three separate 
rubber boats across the central 
Mediterranean in four days last 
week. Two of the rescues took 
place within Malta’s search-
and-rescue zone.

Last Sunday, both the Italian 
and Maltese authorities denied 
the ship’s doctor’s request for 
an emergency medical evacu-
ation for the women and nine 
others with severe burns.

On Tuesday night, however, the 
Italian coastguard did evacuate 
the two pregnant women and the 
husband of one of them to Sicily.

The Open Arms arrived 
off the coast of Palermo on 
Wednesday and continues to 

wait for the Italian coastguard 
to authorise it to disembark 
the rescued.

Oscar Camps, the founder 
of the Spanish charity Open 
Arms which operates the ship, 
blasted EU member states on 
Twitter yesterday for making 
the crew beg them to uphold 
human rights law.

“Given that their human 
rights had already been vio-
lated, the authorities must 
ensure their physical and men-
tal integrity. These are people 
at risk who only seek to access 
the rights recognised by inter-
national conventions, which 
some countries trample on.”

bencowles@peoples-press,com

n SPAIN

Torra undeterred as case comes to a close
CATALAN President Quim 
Torra said his fellow sepa-
ratists must not “cede one 
inch in our political convic-
tions and goals” as Madrid’s 
Supreme Court heard the 
closing arguments on 

whether to bar him from 
holding public office.

Mr Torra displayed a ban-
ner reading Free Political 
Prisoners and Exiles on his 
office building during an 
election campaign in viola-

tion of rules against using 
public buildings for electoral 
purposes. He was referring to 
Catalan politicians jailed or 
driven abroad for holding an 
unconstitutional independ-
ence referendum.

PROTESTS: Demonstrators are 
dispersed with jets of water 
thrown by a police water 
cannon, at the Plaza de Santo 
Domingo near the government 
palace during a protest to reject 
the economic policies

CLOSING DATE: Monday September 28

WE’RE HIRING
INDUSTRIAL REPORTER
We are seeking an industrial reporter to 
join our busy news team.
Under the direction of the news editor 
and editor, the industrial reporter would 
take the lead in our coverage of trade 
union and labour movement activity.
Regular weekend working is required as 
part of a five-day 35-hour week in order 
to cover the paper’s six publication days.
Wages start at circa £22,292 per annum 
subject to a probationary period. 
Holidays start at 28 days a year rising to 
30 days, plus bank holidays.

If you have the skills and you’re ready to 
take on a new challenge at a national 
newspaper which isn’t afraid to tell it like 
it is, email jobs@peoples-press.com for 
an application pack.

Women and minority ethnic candidates 
are particularly encouraged to apply

The successful applicant will need…
A flair for the English language 
and nose for news
Be a good communicator and a 
self-starter
The ability to operate well as part 
of a small team and offer new ideas
An interest in labour movement 
and progressive issues
A commitment to the editorial 

values of the Morning Star
The willingness to work unusual 
hours and travel long distances to 
get the big story
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Rise in rapes sees 
harsher penalties

Tyre firm to cut 900 
jobs despite state aid
FRANCE: The CGT union 
said yesterday that 
Japan-based company 
Bridgestone should 
return state aid to the 
public coffers after it 
said it would shut a tyre 
factory in Bethune and 
lay off 900 workers.

Trade unionists pro-
tested outside the fac-
tory yesterday, setting 
off flares. They were 
addressed by French 
Communist Party leader 
Fabien Roussel, who 
denounced the “brutal, 
unfair, inhuman” deci-
sion, and by Communist 
Party senator Cathy 
Apourceau-Poly, who 
said the closure was 
an indictment of the 
French government’s 
lack of an industrial 
strategy.

Austria rebuffs 
Trump trees claim
AUSTRIA: Agriculture Min-
ister Elisabeth Koestinger 
has rejected US President 
Donald Trump’s claim 
that Austrians “live in the 
forest.”

Mr Trump said this 
week: “You look at coun-
tries, Austria ... 

“They live in the for-
est, they’re considered 
forest cities. So many of 
them. 

“And they don’t have 
fires like [the recent 
wildfires in California]. 
And they have more 
explosive trees.”

In an article in 
the Independent, Ms 
Koestringer said that 
Austrians “don’t live in 
the forest” and added: “To 
clarify: No, we don’t have 
any exploding trees.”

NIGERIA: Kaduna state Gov-
ernor Nasir Ahmad el-Rufai 
has introduced “drastic 
penalties” for rapists fol-
lowing a surge in reported 
cases during the Covid-19 
lockdown.

The maximum penalty 
for raping someone over 
14 has been increased 
from 21 years’ imprison-
ment to life behind bars 
and surgical castration, 
while for the rape of chil-
dren under that age it has 
been increased from life 
to death.

in brief

Cotopaxi Indigenous and 
Farmers Movement leader Leo-
nidas Iza said the conditions 
would force workers to pay 
the price for the Covid crisis.

“We do not rule out another 
massive uprising,” he warned. 
“The government should listen.”

Ecuador has among the high-
est death rates and the worst 
unemployment crisis in Latin 
America, having failed to con-
tain the coronavirus pandemic.

Mr Moreno, who stood for the 
presidency as the candidate of 
the PAIS party founded by Mr 
Correa and on a platform of con-
tinuity with the latter’s socialist 
policies, U-turned in office, pri-
vatising public services, renew-
ing collaboration with the US 
military and launching purges 
of socialists from the courts and 

state administration.
news@peoples-press.

com

n UNITED STATES

WHO warns against plans 
to reduce quarantine period
by Our Foreign Desk 

THE World Health Organisation’s 
(WHO) European director, Dr 
Hans Kluge, has warned coun-
tries not to reduce quarantine 
periods for people suspected of 
being exposed to Covid-19.

Dr Kluge said that “even a 
slight reduction in the length of 
quarantine” could have a signifi-
cant effect as coronavirus cases 
begin to spike again across the 
continent.

WHO Europe’s 53-country 
region recorded more than 
300,000 confirmed coronavi-
rus cases in the last week, and 
more than half of the countries 
reported a rise of more than 10 
per cent in cases over the last 

two weeks, he said, adding that 
this should be “a wake-up call 
for all of us.”

The medical expert’s inter-
vention came after France cut 
its required quarantine time 
from 14 days to a week.

And he addressed interna-
tional divisions over the virus, 
arguing that responses had 
been effective when “prompt 
and resolute” but that “the 
virus has [been] merciless 
whenever partisanship and 
disinformation prevailed.”

This was seen by some as 
a reference to the US govern-
ment, which has withdrawn 
from the WHO and used Covid-
19 as a political football against 
China internationally and 
against the Democrats at home.

US President Donald Trump 
contradicted Dr Robert Redfield, 
his own appointee to head the US 
Centres for Disease Control and 
Prevention, who told a congres-
sional hearing on Wednesday that 
a Covid vaccine would probably 
only become “generally available 
to the American public” in the 
“late second quarter, third quar-
ter 2021.” Mr Trump has claimed 
one could be ready very soon.

Mr Trump told reporters that 
Dr Redfield must have been 
“confused” when he addressed 
Congress, adding: “It’s just 
incorrect.” He also took issue 
with Dr Redfield’s claim that 
masks might prove more effec-
tive than a vaccine at limiting 
the spread, saying: “Maybe he 
misunderstood it.”

Though the US government 
advises people to wear masks 
when in close contact with oth-
ers, Mr Trump again queried 
whether doing so was a good 
idea.

On Tuesday, while celebrat-
ing normalisation of relations 
between Israel and the Gulf 
dictatorships of Bahrain and 
the UAE, the president said: 
“There are a lot of people 
that think that masks are 
not good.” Asked who, he said: 
“Waiters.”

He has also accused Democrat 
presidential hopeful Joe Biden 
of promoting “anti-vaccine con-
spiracy theories” for question-
ing whether a US vaccine will 
be safe to use this year.

internaitonal@peoples-press.com

n GREECE

GREEK police began mov-
ing refugees displaced by 
the fire at the notorious 
Moria camp to a new loca-
tion on Lesbos yesterday.

A stretch of motorway 
on which thousands of 
asylum-seekers have been 
sleeping rough for over 
a week was divided into 
sections and people were 
tested for Covid-19 in 
batches before transfer.

Sonia Nandzik, co-
founder of citizen jour-
nalist project Refocus 
Media Labs, told the 
Morning Star that people 
did not wish to move to 
“a new Moria.”

Since the new camp 
at Kara Tepe was set up 
at the weekend just 550 
of 12,000 refugees had 
moved in voluntarily.

“People say it’s the sec-
ond Moria,” Ms Nandzik 
said. “It looks nicer of 
course because of the 
white tents, next to one 
another, but it’s very 
close to the sea. When 
the rain comes, it’s going 
to be a tragedy because 
they will not withstand 
the wind and rain.”

A post by Aegean Boat 
Report agreed, stating: 
“The tents are mostly put 
directly on the ground, 
without palettes under-
neath, and when it starts 
to rain, water and mud 
will be a huge problem.” 
It added that press were 
being denied access.

Police move 
refugees to 
‘another 
Moria camp’

n UNITED STATES

US ‘undermining relations 
with China’ with Taiwan visit
by Our News Desk

US UNDER-SECRETARY of State 
Keith Krach began a three-
day trip to Taiwan yesterday, 
becoming the highest-level offi-
cial of the US State Department 
to visit the island in decades.

The mission follows US ambas-
sador to the UN Kelly Craft 
lunching with Taiwan’s top offi-
cial in New York on Wednesday, 
the first time anyone in her role 
as met a senior Taiwanese official 
since 1971, when China’s seat at 
the United Nations passed from 
the Republic of China on Taiwan 
to the People’s Republic on the 
mainland. Ms Craft said she was 
“looking to do the right thing 
by my president” by deepening 
relations with Taiwan, which 
China sees as a provocative 
attempt to undermine the one-
China policy.

The Donald Trump adminis-
tration has made high-profile 
overtures to Taiwan while 

escalating its global attack on 
Chinese trade and businesses.

The Chinese island of Taiwan 
was the last province to remain 
under the control of Chiang 
Kai-shek’s Nationalist Party 
after the communist revolution 
that swept the country in 1949.

In 1950 the United States sent 
its seventh fleet to prevent the 
communists carrying the revo-
lution across the Taiwan Strait, 
and the island has been self-
governing since.

Both Taipei and Beijing 
assert their sovereignty over 
the whole of China, including 
Taiwan, and countries recog-
nising one government are 
obliged not to recognise the 
other.

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Wang Wenbin 
said the visit “bolsters sepa-
ratist forces and undermines 
China-US relations and peace 
and stability across the Taiwan 
Strait.”

news@peoples-press.com

n JOURNALISM

Fears raised over watered-down FB rules
THE International Federation of 
Journalists (IFJ) has expressed 
concern at Australian plans to 
water down proposals to make 
Google and Facebook pay for 
journalism.

Canberra’s fair trade regu-
lator Rod Sims said he was 
dealing with the companies’ 
objections to the proposed 
rules.

Facebook has warned it 
might block Australian news 

content rather than pay for it, 
while Google says it will put 
free services at risk.

IFJ general secretary 
Anthony Bellanger said the 
bargaining code Australia 
proposes is “a welcome first 
step towards making the tech 
giants pay for the content they 
exploit [but] it already did not 
go far enough [or do enough] 
to ensure the workers in the 
media industry secured their 

fair share of revenues.
“Any further watering down 

in the face of threats from 
these tax-dodging companies 
would undermine its credibil-
ity and effectiveness.

“It is time for governments 
to stand up to the tech giants. 
Treat them as publishers, tax 
them and use those funds to 
help sustain vital local and 
community media jobs which 
are being decimated.”

TARGETED: 
Rafael Correa

FOLLOW US 
ON TWITTER

@M_Star_Online PROVOCATIVE: Keith Krach 
arrives in Taiwan
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N PREVIOUS Ramblings 
I have written about a 
remarkable creature, the 
horseshoe crab. 

This 10-eyed “living fos-
sil” isn’t actually a crab at 

all but it is very endangered 
and becoming more so.

Horseshoe crabs are arthro-
pods. They live in salt and 
brackish water, primarily in 
and around shallow coastal 
seas. The first time I saw them 
they were climbing mangrove 
trees in Florida’s everglades. 

All mammals, including 
you and me, have metabolisms 
based on iron. That is why our 
blood is red. 

Most other animals have 
red blood like mammals, but 
horseshoe crabs have bodies 
based on copper salts, so their 
blood is blue.

  Today that blue blood is 
so valuable that a pint sells 
for £10,000. The blood is 
being used to help scientists 
research potential coronavi-
rus vaccines.

Private health companies in 
the race to develop a successful 
vaccine are milking thousands 
of horseshoe crabs for their 
pale blue blood. 

The scientists take about a 
third of each animal’s blood 
from a vein near the horseshoe 
crab’s heart to make something 
called lysate.

Once the blood is taken they 
are supposed to return the ani-
mal to the wild. Even so at least 
one in three animals dies, and 
bled females are unlikely to 
breed for many years.    

Less scrupulous hunters and 
laboratories don’t even bother 

returning the horseshoe crabs 
to the wild. 

Why bother? It is simpler 
and cheaper to catch fresh ones. 
Well over half a million horse-
shoe crabs have been bled so far. 

In 2016, a synthetic alterna-
tive to horseshoe-crab lysate 
was approved as an alternative. 

European researchers and 
a handful of US drug com-
panies began using it, but in 
June this year US Pharmaco-
peia, which guides standards 
for drugs and other products 
in the US, banned synthetic 
lysate, demanding that only 
horseshoe-crab blood could 
be used.

Now companies everywhere 
will need to use real horse-
shoe crab blood if they ever 
want to sell their vaccine to 
the US.

This is not just driving the 
price of blue blood up but is 
also pushing the horseshoe 
crab ever-nearer extinction. 

 It is certainly a difficult 
call: is the survival of a rare 
and endangered species more 
important than finding a coro-
navirus cure? 

We do know from long expe-
rience that when we humans 
seriously interfere with nature 
we usually get it wrong and live 
to regret it. 

Horseshoe crabs are a 
unique part of the ecosystem 
and it might well be that in 
the future we may face worse 
threats than the coronavirus. 

Then we just might again 
need the assistance of our blue-
blooded ally. 

By then, if they have gone 
forever, it will be much too late.

Frosty’s Ramblings

A blue-blooded ally in 
battling coronavirus
PETER FROST unveils 
some less well reported 
ramifications of the 
coronavirus pandemic

WORLD leaders like Donald 
Trump in the White House 
and equally right-wing Brazil-
ian President Jair Bolsonaro are 
pooh-poohing personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) while mil-
lions of us are still trying to 
keep safe washing our hands 
and using masks, gloves and 
antibacterial gels.

Even when Bolsonaro caught 
the virus he removed his rarely 
worn mask to show journalists 
how healthy he looked.  

Worldwide, those rich 
enough to afford them are using 
and throwing away 200 billion 
face masks and over 100 billion 
pairs of gloves every month.

Far too many of those dispos-
able masks, gloves and similar 
items are ending up in the sea. 

Divers and maritime observ-
ers are spotting more and more 

discarded waste floating under-
water and causing problems for 
wildlife. 

Conservationists around the 
world are sounding the alarm 
over where all these single-use 
products are ending up, joining 
the already horrifying day-to-
day detritus in our ocean eco-
systems.

One horrifying statistic is 
that there are now more masks 
than jellyfish in European and 
Asian coastal waters. 

Even before coronavirus, 
each year eight million tonnes 
of waste plastic were adding 
to the estimated 150 million 
tonnes already circulating in 
the marine environment. 

One study estimates that in 
the UK alone, if every person 
used a single-use face mask a 
day for a year, it would create 

DONALD TRUMP’S most stri-
dent call is to blame China 
for the coronavirus. Not 
far behind is his “Open Up 
America Ra Ra Ra” policy — 
despite more than six-and-
a-half million new US pan-
demic cases and more than 
150,000 US deaths. 

There was no need to reo-
pen gun shops of course. 
Gun-owner Trump and his 
government classed them 

as essential right from the 
start. The gun departments 
at Walmart, the US’s biggest 
gun-seller never closed.

It is, of course, every US 
citizen’s birthright to shoot 
not only as much of the 
country’s rich wildlife as 
they can, but also the occa-
sional bank clerk, annoy-
ing neighbour, cheating 
partner and even the odd 
president.

Texas is among the US 
states hardest hit by coro-
navirus, with 14,500 deaths 
and more than 650,000 
cases, and huge hospitals 
closed to any new cases. 

Despite that, the Lone 
Star State has reopened an 
important feature of Texan 
life. 

Death row is open again 
for executions and in July 
Billy Joe Wardlow joined 
the long list of people killed 
by the Texas state prison 
authorities.

Texas tops the state 
league of US executions with 
569 lives taken since death 
sentence reintroduction in 
1982. 

Wardlow’s execution, like 
all others in Texas, was by 
lethal injection. 

Ten years ago the poison-
ous injections were supplied 
by a small chemical com-
pany at the back of a driv-

ing school in Acton, west 
London. 

The tiny company sup-
plied death-penalty kits to 
countries across the globe. 

Today Trump insists that 
all fatal injections are Great 
American fatal injections.

Each Texas judicial death 
is attended by the execu-
tioner and his assistant, 
the prison governor and his 
deputy, up to five witnesses 
chosen by the prisoner from 
an approved list, enough 
heavily armed guards to 
control those witnesses and 
finally one or more religious 
chaplains.

It isn’t clear if there is 
enough space in the death 
chamber for adequate social 
spacing. 

Trump decrees that 
the wearing or otherwise 
of masks will be at each 
attendee’s personal discre-
tion.

Keeping our eye 
on the green ball

Executions 
back open for 
business in the 
Lone Star State

CONFUSING: 
Horseshoe crabs 
are not really 
crabs at all
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ROGRESSIVE Mex-
ican President 
Andres Manuel 
Lopez Obrador 
(Amlo) has in the 
two years since 

his election concentrated his 
efforts on two main goals: jus-
tice for the poor and ending 
corruption and impunity. 

With the slogan “For the 
good of all, the poor come 
first!” Amlo has launched a 
raft of programmes to benefit 
the deprived and excluded: 
proper universal old-age pen-
sions, a Mexican NHS with free 
and universal coverage, schol-
arships for millions of school 
and university students, a huge 
agro-forestry programme for 
peasant farmers, grants and 
low-interest loans without 
collateral for small businesses, 
much improved labour laws, 
and jobs in major public works 
schemes, among other things. 

Returning stolen goods 
to the people

All of this has been achieved 
without raising taxes but by 
reducing inflated salaries, 
expenses and privileges of all 
high officials including the 
president himself, ending tax 
evasion, prosecuting those 
responsible for corrupt sweet-
heart deals and privatisations 
and ensuring that the proceeds 
of such crimes are collected 
and invested in public services 
and infrastructure. 

The “Institute for Return-
ing Stolen Goods to the Peo-
ple” is a central component 
of this process, together with 
an independent and deter-
mined attorney-general and a 
criminal-investigations team 
working to bring corrupt and 
repressive officials to justice.

In the past few months the 
legal process has come to a head 
with the arrest and charging of 
several prominent individuals, 
notably Emilio Lozoya, head of 
Pemex (the national oil com-
pany) under president Enrique 
Pena Nieto (2012-18) and Genaro 
Garcia Luna, Secretary of Public 
Security Under President Felipe 
Calderon (2006-12).

Lozoya was extradited to 
Mexico from Spain in July and 
has been spilling the beans on 
bribery and corruption worth 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
in the privatisation schemes of 
Pena Nieto: prominent in those 
shady deals was the notorious 
Brazilian Odebrecht company 
whose sleazy operations have 
already caused scandals in sev-
eral Latin American countries. 

Garcia Luna was arrested in 
the US on narcotics and money-
laundering charges in a high-
profile case still under way in 
New York: co-operation from 
Mexico has been of assistance 
in the case. 

The issue here is that presi-
dent Calderon launched a very 
violent and counter-productive 
“war on drugs” which caused a 
bloodbath in Mexico with the 
loss of many innocent lives, 
and evidence suggests that 
Garcia Luna negotiated a deal 
to protect the Sinaloa Cartel 
while going after other drug 
outfits. 

Calderon is also suspected 
of having authorised an illegal 
covert intervention in Mexico 
by armed US agents.

Former presidents  
may face trial

Several other officials, 
including former ministers 
and state governors, have been 
charged or are under investi-
gation. 

But the biggest, and indeed 
explosive, issue here is that 
former presidents themselves 
may well be found guilty if 
brought to trial: Calderon and 
Pena Nieto for sure, and possi-
bly others from the neoliberal 
era going back to 1988. 

Under the constitution presi-
dents enjoy immunity from 
prosecution except for treason 
or a very few other categories 
of serious crime. 

Amlo wants to remove this 
immunity for both former 
and serving presidents: he has 
already succeeded in getting 
corruption classified as a seri-
ous crime for which they can 
be prosecuted.

Amlo wants to avoid any 
accusation by the opposition 
that he is conducting a vendetta 
against his predecessors, and 
made it clear that any deci-
sion to prosecute them should 
be taken democratically by the 
people in a referendum (“con-
sultation”). 

Constitutionally such a con-
sultation could be held along 
with next June’s mid-term 
elections, and the deadline 
for authorising it was Septem-
ber 15.

In a climate of mounting ten-
sion, Amlo formally announced 
on the morning of September 
15 that he was asking the Mexi-
can Congress to authorise such 
a consultation. 

Congress did so that very 
afternoon, and a popular peti-
tion on the matter (which 
needed two million signa-
tures to be valid) reached and 
exceeded its target with 2.7 
million. The matter now goes 
to the Supreme Court.

As was to be expected, there 
is an outcry from the conserv-
ative opposition (including 
many of those linked to former 
administrations), from most of 
the media and prominent intel-
lectuals. 

They claim that the signa-
tures are false, that Amlo is 
persecuting the opposition 
and is intimidating the media, 
when he has gone out of his 
way to ensure freedom of the 
press, democratic rights and 
judicial impartiality. 

Growing confrontation

Indeed Amlo has declared 
that in the referendum he him-
self will vote against prosecut-
ing the ex-presidents because 
he does not want revenge: 
what he wants is to reveal 
the truth and to discredit 
those responsible for corrup-
tion rather than punish them, 
and above all to prevent future 
corruption. 

But if the people vote for 
prosecutions to take place, 
he will obey their democratic 
will. 

In all his actions so far Amlo 
has shown great skill in avoid-
ing or minimising confronta-
tion, but he knows it cannot 
be avoided. 

In his speeches he condemns 
neoliberalism as the source of 
corruption, criticises conserva-
tives as hypocrites, and calls for 
peace and equality both domes-
tic and international. 

September 16 is Mexican 
Independence Day, and Amlo 
presided over the traditional 
military parade and proclaimed 
the “Grito,” the Shout of Inde-
pendence, but with additions of 
his own: “Vivas” to the native 
peoples, to the female as well as 
male heroes of independence, 
to democracy, equality and uni-
versal fraternity, and to Hope 
for the Future. 

He has drawn a line in the 
sand, and from now on we can 
expect the struggle over Mexi-
co’s future to intensify.

Will corrupt Mexican 
ex-presidents face justice?

In a climate of mounting tension, Lopez 
Obrador is seeking to hold a referendum  
on removing immunity from prosecution  
for both former and serving presidents. 
DAVID RABY explains what’s at stake

an additional 66.000 tonnes 
of contaminated waste along 
with almost the same amount 
of plastic packaging.

It would be an ironic disaster 
if the mask that saves your life 
goes on to kill a whale, a turtle 
or indeed any ocean creature. 

Of course it isn’t just whales 
and other lovable and photo-
genic animals that are at risk. 

Today plastic micro-beads 
are being found in fish being 
sold in British supermarkets. 

It might be that you will 
soon be consuming microscopic 
bits of your own coronavirus 
mask or antiseptic gel bottle 
— delicious.

Single-use plastic waste is 
not the only impact the coro-
navirus is having on the envi-
ronment. 

On the positive side carbon 
emissions are right down as 
air and land travel is curtailed. 
Industrial activity too is much 
reduced.

One of the main environ-
mental worries is that the 
pandemic will divert govern-
ments’ attention away from 
green issues. 

Already the UN’s climate 
change conference has been 
postponed for a year, to Novem-
ber 2021. 

Some US cities have paused 
recycling and parts of Italy and 
Spain have stopped recycling 
too.

The quarantine economy 
has driven more people to 
shopping online, resulting in 
greater packaging waste from 
doorstep deliveries. 

How much of the Amazon 
rainforest ends up making 
Amazon delivery boxes? 

Import and export restric-
tions and reductions in the 
availability of cargo transpor-
tation mean that much food is 
being dumped. 

As this organic waste decays 
it will release greenhouse gases 
— a double whammy.

Unless we keep our eye on 
the green ball there is a risk 
of any sudden upsurge in con-
struction and manufacturing 
being allowed to ignore the 
previous environmental rules 
that have taken decades of 
hard political campaigning 
and struggle to achieve. 

CONSTITUTIONAL 
CHANGE? President 
Andres Manuel Lopez 
Obrador (right) and first 
lady Beatriz Gutierrez 
Muller on the annual 
Independence Day 
military parade in 
Mexico City earlier  
this week

DISMAL: There 
are now more 
masks than 
jellyfish in 
European and 
Asian coastal 
waters
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The Devil All the Time (18)
Directed by Antonio Campos
HHHII

THIS deeply disturbing Mid-
western gothic tale, set in the 
backwaters of Ohio,  explores 
the complex relationship 
between family and faith.

Based on the award-winning 
novel by Donald Ray Pollock, 
who narrates, the film centres 
around young Arvin Russell 
(Tom Holland) as he battles to 
protect his family and himself 
against the forces of evil, in the 
shape of an unholy preacher 
(Robert Pattinson) who preys 
on young girls, a twisted killer 
couple (Jason Clarke and Riley 
Keough) and a bent sheriff 
(Sebastian Stan).

Numerous interwoven sto-
ries, spanning from WWII to 
Vietnam in a non-linear time-
line, prove a little confusing 
to follow. But if you persevere, 
co-writer and director Anto-
nio Campos delivers a cleverly 
crafted and suspense-filled 
crime thriller which features 
a career-defining performance 
from Holland, and Pattinson in 
his creepiest turn to date.

But its brutal violence is not 

for the faint-hearted.
 ■ Available on Netflix.

MARIA DUARTE

Barking Dogs Never Bite 
(tbc)
Directed by Bong Joon Ho
HHHHI

FOLLOWING last week’s reis-
sue of Memories of Murder, this 
week sees Bong Joon-Ho’s 2000 
directorial debut Barking Dogs 
Never Bite garner a long-over-
due launch on British screens.

A blackly comedic tale of an 
aspiring college lecturer driven 
mad by the barking of his 
apartment building’s assorted 
canine residents, it’s the kind of 
darkly hilarious Hitchcockian 
tale you’d absolutely expect of 
the man who’d go on to give us 
Okja and this year’s acclaimed 
Parasite.

Its B-plot can’t measure up to 
a bonkers tale you’d reductively 
describe as “The Simpsons’ 
Frank Grimes with serial dog 
murder,” but it’s otherwise a 
wonderfully executed balance 
of sadistic and satirical comedy 
from a young helmer whose 

precise crafting and unique 
vision are apparent from the 
opening reel.

Masterly  comedic tim-
ing from Lee Sung-Jae and a 
delightfully playful score by 
Jo Seong-Woo abound.  But it’s 
rightly all-eyes on Bong Joon 
Ho for this growling good time.

VAN CONNOR

Bill and Ted Face the Music 
(PG)
Directed by Dean Parisot
HHHHI

IN WHAT must be one of the 
longest-ever awaited sequels — it 
took almost 30 years in the mak-
ing — hapless rockers Bill (Alex 
Winter) and Ted (Keanu Reeves) 
are back for their final hurrah 
in Bill and Ted Face the Music.

It’s been worth the wait, 
because this final instalment in 
the trilogy captures the spirit, 
joyfulness and humour of the 
original films without feeling 
contrived.

Winter and Reeves are on 
most excellent form as the 
now-middle-aged duo whose 
marriages are on the line — the 
storyline takes couples counsel-
ling to a whole new level.

They are given just 77 min-
utes to pen the greatest song 
ever written to unite the world 
and save reality and in their 
bodacious quest they encoun-
ter multiple future versions 
of themselves while their 
music-obsessed daughters (a 
phenomenal Samara Weaving 
and Brigette Lundy-Paine, chan-
nelling their parents) embark 
on a mission through time to 
find the best musicians to help 
their dads.

Great and uplifting fun and 
a fitting end to the franchise.

MD

Hurt by Paradise (tbc)
Directed by Greta Bellamacina
HIIII

“NOBODY cares about poets!” 
we’re told offhandedly during 
this lacklustre vanity project 
from former Harry Potter 
extra-turned-aspiring laure-
ate Greta Bellamacina, a state-
ment you’ll understand after 
83 excruciating minutes of this 
incessantly grinding dramedy.

A woefully self-indulgent 
venture that attempts to fuse 
the hard graft of writing 
poetry with the day-to-day 
grind of being a disgruntled 
self-aware gal about town, 
Hurt by Paradise teeters aim-
lessly between yet another 
Fleabag cash-in, a Woody Allen 
flick and just about every dis-
enfranchising slice of mum-
blecore Telluride-glistened 
waffle-fodder foisted upon near 
non-existent audiences for the 
past decade.

It’s a chore and the sort of 
film that asks — with complete 
sincerity — for its audience to 
accept unemployed characters 
renting sizeable apartments in 
central London while simulta-
neously complaining about the 
cost of broadband.

There’s little on which to 
recommend Hurt by Paradise 
beyond being “just about capa-
bly directed.”

VC

The Tunnel
Directed by Pal Oie
HHHII

INSPIRED by real-life events, 
this disaster thriller explodes 
into hair-raising action when 
a tanker truck crashes and 
catches fire inside a tunnel 
in the Norwegian mountains, 

leaving hundreds of people 
fighting for their lives.

The action is a grim and 
intense ride, with the claus-
trophobic conditions inside the 
burning and smoke-filled tun-
nel contrasted with breathtak-
ing shots of the snow-covered 
mountainous outside.

Apparently, most tunnels in 
Norway apparently don’t have 
emergency exits or rooms and 
under Norwegian safety rules it 
is every man, woman and child 
for themselves in finding their 
way out — absolutely terrify-
ing, as this film demonstrates.

MD

Nocturnal (15)
Directed by Nathalie Biancheri
HHHHI

DOCUMENTARIAN Nathalie 
Biancheri makes her narrative 
feature debut with this convo-
luted but ultimately admira-
bly sturdy character drama 
in which Cosmo Jarvis is Pete, 
a downtrodden painter and 
decorator who finds a kindred 
spirit in cynical and irascible 
schoolgirl Laurie.

Initially a story of the con-
nection that can build between 
people across the age gap, it’s 
not long before Biancheri and 
Olivia Waring’s otherwise quite 
nuanced script can’t help but 
venture into more soap-opera-
like terrain.

Mercifully, Jarvis — he 
should be a lot bigger a name 
than he is at present — and co-
star Lauren Coe offer up more 
than enough chemistry and 
performative smarts to keep 
it all on course, with Michael 
Dymeck’s crisp cinematogra-
phy skilfully bolstering their 
would-be bubble.

And Biancheri’s documen-
tary background comes into 
full force in the film’s hand-
held slice-of-life kitchen-sink 
sensibilities.

For most of its runtime, Noc-
turnal is a pretty smart and 
savvy affair, careful always to 
show with a glance rather than 
tell in its dialogue. 

But a lazy inversion of that 
towards its conclusion weak-
ens the story, making the 
impressive sum of its parts 
eventually more effective than 
the whole.

VC

FILM ROUND-UP VAN CONNOR I MARIA DUARTE

IT’S rare for a film to paint 
such a realistic and captivat-
ing portrait of teenage female 
friendship and growing up in 
London within such a pointed 
social critique.

And it’s also refreshing to 
see young women from diverse 
racial and ethnic backgrounds 
mirroring the youth in east 
London where the drama is set.

The story follows 15-year-
old Olushola Joy Omotoso 
(impressive newcomer Bukky 
Bakray), an aspiring make-
up artist known as “Rocks” 
to her friends, whose world 
is upended when her trou-
bled mother (Lauo-Christina 

Akinlude) suddenly disap-
pears again, leaving her and 
her seven-year-old brother (a 
delightful D’angelou Osei Kiss-
iedu) to fend for themselves.

Fearing she and her brother 
will be split up by the authori-
ties, Rocks does her utmost to 
keep their situation a secret.

As her predicament worsens, 
she is forced to make dubious 
decisions as she pushes away 
her loyal crew, including best 
friend Sumaya (Kosar Ali), who 
she feels lives a perfect life and 
so cannot relate to her dire situ-
ation.

Based on a script by award-
winning playwright Theresa 

Ikoko and Claire Wilson, the 
drama was a creative collabo-
ration which developed out of 
extensive workshops involving 
the young female cast, all dis-
covered via casting sessions in 
local schools.

They provide an authentic 
energy, voice and vibrancy 
which belies their inexperience.

Bakray imbues Rocks with 
an inordinate strength, com-
bined with vulnerability and, 
despite all her suffering, there 
are flashes of sheer bliss as she 
hangs out with her friends.

Singing, rapping and danc-
ing, she is just a normal teen-
ager in such candid snapshot 

moments.
The film shows the insensi-

tivity of social services, who 
treat Rocks as a nuisance and 
belligerent teen rather than as 

a child in pain, and there is a 
lack of help and support for her 
mother, struggling with depres-
sion and mental illness.

Even so, this film celebrates 

the resilience, joy and power 
of sisterhood and it ends on an 
uplifting and inspiring note.

FILM OF THE WEEK I ROCKS (12A)  
DIRECTED BY SARAH GAVRON  I HHHHH

Rock-solid reality
MARIA DUARTE sees an impressively authentic take on teen 
friendship in east London
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n MEN’S RUGBY LEAGUE

Watson confident Watkins 
can contribute from the go
by Our Sports Desk

SALFORD coach Ian Watson 
hopes England international 
Kallum Watkins can hit the 
ground running when he 
makes his debut for the Red 
Devils tonight.

The former Leeds and Gold 
Coast Titans centre will play 
his first game for six months 
when Salford take on Catalans 
Dragons in the Challenge Cup 
quarter-final at St Helens.

The 29-year-old, who had a 
knee re-construction in 2019, 
was picked up by Toronto 
Wolfpack after cutting short 
his stay with the Titans for 
personal reasons, but he was 
left in limbo when they pulled 
out of Super League.

Watkins, who won the Cup 
with Leeds at Wembley in 2014 
and 2015, was thrown a lifeline 
by the Red Devils, who offered 
him a three-year deal, and 
Watson is looking forward to 
watching him in action.

“He looks really good,” Wat-
son said. “He has kept himself 
in condition and certainly looks 
the part.

“You only get match fitness 
through playing so I’m sure he 
will be blowing at some point 
but I’m equally sure he’s smart 
enough to know when he can 
catch a breather. I’m sure he 
will handle that fine.”

Watkins will potentially go 
up against Israel Folau while 
Watson says he has a number of 
options to replace the injured 
Niall Evalds at full-back, includ-
ing Dan Sarginson, who played 
full-back for Wigan in their 

2016 Grand Final win over 
Warrington.

Last season’s beaten Grand 
Finalists will be playing only 
their fourth game since the 
resumption, having been one 
of the clubs most affected by 
the coronavirus pandemic.

They spent 14 days in isola-
tion after beating Hull in their 
first game back, were without a 
fixture last weekend because of 
Toronto’s withdrawal and have 
suffered further disruption in 
the build-up to tonight’s cup-
tie.

“We’ve had a few issues this 
week,” Watson said. “A few of 
the players’ family members 
had colds so we had to delay 
their return to training until 
they had their tests.

“Everybody passed but it 
meant we were without quite 
a few players for the first few 

days of this week.
“But having the week off and 

being able to train fully as a 
team has been good for us and 
should stand us in good stead.”

The Catalans, who won the 
Cup in 2018, were pulled out of 
the hat first in each of the last 
two draws but have once more 
been forced to fly to England 
for the match.

“We feel very disappointed 
this game isn’t at home, more 
for the financial impact it has 
on the club, not only with the 
loss of revenue but a huge cost 
going the other way as well,” 
said coach Steve McNamara.

“But we’ve got used to the 
travel. We have our own rou-
tine and it is exciting. There 
are eight of us left competing 
for the last four spots.”

The Catalans are boosted by 
the return of scrum-half Josh 

Drinkwater, hooker Michael 
McIlorum and prop Sam Moa.

The tie will be part of a quar-
ter-final double-header which 
concludes with a repeat of the 
2015 final between Leeds and 
Hull KR which got the go-ahead 
yesterday morning when a sec-
ond Rhinos player returned a 
negative Covid test.

Leeds returned to training 
yesterday but without one un-
named player who has received 
a second positive result and 
three others who were told to 
isolate as part of track-and-trace 
protocols.

Alex Sutcliffe and Brad 
Dwyer also miss the game 
through suspension and 
Bodene Thompson is cup-tied 
having played for Toronto ear-
lier in the competition while 
Jordan Abdull is suspended for 
Rovers.

n CORONAVIRUS

Wilder: So I can’t see my nan 
but fans are allowed back?
by Our Sports Desk

SHEFFIELD UNITED boss Chris 
Wilder admits he has been left 
confused by the pilot scheme 
allowing fans into grounds this 
weekend.

Eight English Football 
League (EFL) matches are set to 
be played in front of crowds of 
up to 1,000.

That is after the government 
granted the EFL permission for 
selected fixtures to be used as 
pilot events for the programme 
to reintroduce spectators to 
venues — on a socially dis-
tanced basis — amid the coro-
navirus pandemic.

When asked about that, 
Wilder made reference to the 

“rule of six” as he expressed his 
bemusement at the situation.

“I just don’t where we are 
with it all, I’ve got to say, I 
haven’t got a clue,” Wilder said 
ahead of his side’s Carabao Cup 
clash with Burnley last night.

“Am I allowed to see my 
nan? Am I allowed to see my 
mum? But then we can have 
1,000 people in a ground but 
we can’t have 15,000 and then 
I can’t go and have a pint with 
my mates unless there’s only 
six of us.

“So I’ve got to say I’m like 
the majority of the people in 
this country — I have not got 
a clue what’s going off, haven’t 
got a clue.

“If anybody can help me … 
I’ll try and affect that game of 

football and help with the staff 
and the boys getting a result 
but everything else, all that 
other stuff, I ain’t got a clue.”

The games this weekend set 
to become the first professional 
league matches in England to 
be played in front of fans since 
March are Middlesbrough 
v Bournemouth, Norwich v 
Preston, Blackpool v Swindon, 
Charlton v Doncaster, Shrews-
bury v Northampton, Hull v 
Crewe, Forest Green v Bradford 
and Carlisle v Southend.

Any social gathering of 
more than six people in Eng-
land is against the law, with 
people facing fines if they do 
not abide by the new measure, 
which applies to both indoor 
and outdoor settings.

n MEN’S FOOTBALL

Prem agrees new 
deal with China
by Our Sports Desk

THE Premier League has 
agreed a television deal 
in China for the current 
season after terminating 
its previous arrangement.

The new agreement 
with Tencent Sports will 
give Chinese fans access 
to all 372 remaining Eng-
lish top-flight matches, 
with more than half set 
to be accessible free to 
air.

The league terminated 
its agreement with PPTV 
— which had been due to 
run until the summer of 
2022 — earlier this month 
after a payment due in 
March was not made.

The Premier League 
also retains the right to 

sell a small number of 
matches to other free-to-
air broadcasters in China, 
and — after agreeing a 
deal for this season — it 
is understood now to be 
focusing on securing a 
longer-term deal for 2021-
22 and beyond.

The deal will come as a 
relief to the league and to 
its clubs.

The chair of the Euro-
pean Club Association, 
Andrea Agnelli, said last 
week that the Premier 
League faces a rebate to 
broadcasters of £330 mil-
lion for the disruption to 
the 2019-20 season caused 
by the coronavirus pan-
demic, and its deal with 
PPTV was reported to be 
worth £564m over three 
seasons.

TRYING TO MAKE SENSE OF THE COVID GUIDELINES: Sheffield United boss Chris Wilder

RARING TO GO: Kallum Watkins
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ABSTEMIOUS
Ayr 3:55 (nap)
TREVOLLI
Ayr 1:40

Farringdon’s Doubles

PA NAP NAME HERE
Racecourse 00:00

Houseman’s Choice

TODAY’S TIPS

SPORT ON  TV
 ■ AUTO: World Rally Championship, 

Rally Turkey – BT Sport 1 3pm.

 ■ CYCLING: Tour de France, stage 19 

– Eurosport 1 12.25pm and ITV4 2pm.

 ■ DARTS: World Series of Darts – 

ITV4 8pm.

 ■ FOOTBALL: Championship, Cov-

entry v QPR – Sky Sports Main Event 

7pm; Bundesliga, Bayern Munich v 

Schalke – BT Sport 1 7.30pm, Ham-

burg v Fortuna Dusseldorf – BT Sport 

1 5.30pm; Ligue 1, Lyon v Nimes – BT 

Sport/ESPN 7.45pm.

 ■ GOLF: US Open, second round – Sky 

Sports Main Event, Sky Sports Golf 

12.30pm and Sky Sports Main Event 

10.30pm.

 ■ MOTO: MotoGP, Grand Prix of 

Emilia-Romagna free practice – BT 

Sport 2 8am and 12pm; World Super-

bikes, Acerbis Catalunya Round free 

practice – Eurosport 2 1.25pm.

 ■ RUGBY LEAGUE: Super League, 

Catalans Dragons v Salford – Sky 

Sports Arena 6pm, Leeds v Hull KR 

– Sky Sports Arena 8.15pm.

 ■ RUGBY UNION: Challenge Cup, Bris-

tol Bears v Dragons – BT Sport 2 7pm.

Championship
Coventry City� QPRs, 7.45pm

Welsh Prem
Aberystwyth� Flint Town, 7.45pm

TONIGHT’S FOOTBALL

INCOMPETENT
A functioning testing system would have had fans back sooner says Labour 
MP, who hits out at this government’s response to Covid and labels them:

by Our Sports Desk

A LABOUR MP has slammed the 
government over it’s “incompe-
tence” regarding coronavirus 
testing, saying it has hampered 
efforts to get spectators back 
into sports venues.

Governing bodies are hop-
ing to get an answer next week 
about whether fans can return 
to stadiums on October 1, when 
capacities are set to be capped 
at between 25 to 35 per cent 
to allow for social distancing.

A number of pilot events 
across a range of sports have 
already taken place this month 
with more lined up, with capac-
ities at those events currently 
capped at 1,000 spectators 
regardless of the size of venue.

Sport’s finances are in crisis 
because of the inability to wel-
come back spectators and shadow 
sports minister Alison McGovern, 
the Labour MP for Wirral South, 
believes further progress could 
have been made with a more 
effective testing programme.

“If we had a competently 
run, good, functioning sys-
tem, then that would help in 
every aspect of our lives and 
that would definitely help get 
supporters back watching the 
sport that they love,” she said.

“The reason for getting that 
testing system right is so that 
we can get back to normal a lit-
tle bit. The failure to do that is 
having a huge knock-on effect 
to sport and a whole range of 
other things.”

Official NHS Test and Trace 
figures published yesterday 
showed that the proportion 
of people in England receiv-
ing an in-person Covid-19 test 
result within the government’s 
24-hour target period has hit its 
lowest point since the middle 
of June.

There have also been reports 
of shortages in testing capacity 
in areas of high incidence, with 
the Conservative MP for Bolton 
West Chris Green saying people 
were increasingly turning up 
to hospital A&E departments 
in the hope of getting a test in 
his area.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
admitted to MPs on Wednesday 
that there is not enough capac-
ity in the testing system, after 
demand “massively acceler-
ated” in recent weeks.

McGovern also said the 
government had been too fix-

ated on the Premier League’s 
Project Restart in the early 
period after lockdown, at the 
expense of lower-profile sport 
which relied more heavily on 
gate income.

“There has been too much 
focus on getting the Premier 
League back on people’s tellies 
and not enough focus on lower-
league football, other sports 
and participation in grassroots 
sport,” she said.

The English Football League 
(EFL) is still in discussions with 
the Premier League over a res-
cue package, with its chairman 
Rick Parry saying solutions 
were needed “really, really 
quickly” in an interview on 
BBC Radio Four’s Today pro-
gramme yesterday.

The EFL estimates its clubs 
will lose a combined £200 mil-
lion without spectators this 
season.

“I think it’s really unfor-
tunate that we’ve got to this 
point now where football could 
be described as being in real 
crisis,” McGovern said.

“If there had been that bit 
more attention from the gov-
ernment earlier on, it might 
have helped to avoid the situ-
ation.

“However, there’s no use 
crying over spilt milk, what 
we need now is a plan from 
the government so we know 
the work clubs have put in to 
making grounds Covid-safe is 
not going to waste, and that no 
town is going to lose a much-
loved sport club.”

On Wednesday the league 
confirmed 10 matches where 
up to 1,000 spectators would 
be allowed access this week-
end across the three divisions, 
but that is now down to seven 
after Hull were refused permis-

sion to go ahead, while Luton 
and Morecombe pulled out on 
Wednesday.

The director of public health 
at Hull City Council said the 
local infection rate stands at 
15.3 per 100,000 people, up 
from 4.2 per 100,000 last week.

There was more positive 
news from rugby union and 
rugby league, with two more 
Premiership matches and four 
Super League fixtures selected 
as test events.

Up to 1,000 spectators will be 
allowed to attend Bath against 
Gloucester at the Recreation 
Ground next Tuesday and Bris-
tol against Leicester at Ashton 
Gate on September 30.

The same applies to the 
Super League matches on Sep-
tember 30 between Wigan and 
St Helens, Castleford and Hull, 
Huddersfield and Hull KR, and 
Leeds and Catalans Dragons.

n   EMPTY STADIUMS

n MEN’S CRICKET

Silverwood confident England will have a winter schedule
by Our Sports Desk

ENGLAND head coach Chris Sil-
verwood is optimistic of a full 
winter schedule for his side as 
the cricketing world comes to 
terms with playing through a 
pandemic.

The England and Wales 
Cricket Board (ECB) pulled 
out all the stops to get the 
international game back up 
and running inside bio-secure 
bubbles at the Rose Bowl and 
Old Trafford over the past three 
months, successfully staging all 
six of its planned series.

As it stands the men’s side 
have no more fixtures, but with 
the ECB blueprint providing 
the basis for other boards to 
work from, there is growing 

optimism that some sense of 
normality could return – albeit 
with empty grounds likely to 
become the norm.

Talks are going on behind 
the scenes, but a best-case 
scenario would involve Eng-
land fulfilling a white-ball 
tour of South Africa from late 
November, then holding a 
training camp in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) ahead of 
a rescheduled two-match tour 
of Sri Lanka and a lucrative Test 
series versus India.

The latter trip could also be 
relocated to the UAE, as the 
forthcoming Indian Premier 
League season has been, but 
the once-distant prospect of a 
packed playing calendar is back 
on the agenda.

“It’s been successful here and 

if we can do it so can other coun-
tries,” said Silverwood. “Getting 
cricket on everywhere around 
the world is what we all want.

“There’s quite a bit up in 
the air but we’re hopeful after 
Christmas the Test tours [Sri 
Lanka and India] will go ahead. 
South Africa we’re looking at 
before Christmas for a white-
ball tour and then we’re looking 
at a red-ball camp in the UAE as 

well to prepare the guys.
“We’re hopeful that all this 

will be on. We’re learning every 
day of how we deal with Covid 
and hopefully if we continue to 
do that we’ll play.”

HAVE YOUR SAY
Write (up to 300 words) to 
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