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Struggle on the Streets the best photos from the week’s protests around the world

ABOVE: Haitian national police officers demanding better working conditions and the release of jailed colleagues hold a 
demonstration in Port-au-Prince organised  by the Phantom 509 group, which is associated with the police union
LEFT: Jimena Peterson waves a placard outside the Occupational Safety and Health Administration offices in Denver during a 
protest over conditions at a Colorado meatpacking plant where six staff died of Covid-19 in the spring and hundreds were infected

ABOVE: A demonstrator wears a carnival mask at a protest in the 
Ecuadorian capital Quito against government economic policies, rising 
unemployment and a deal with the International Monetary Fund
LEFT: Protesters in Lagos, Nigeria, condemn government-ordered 
increases in fuel and electricity prices during a march which police tried 
to break up, arresting leaders of civil society group the Joint Action Front

ABOVE: Extinction Rebellion campaigners block traffic at Kongens Nytorv Square in 
Copenhagen as part of a demonstration to press for effective action on climate change
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U
NLESS this gov-
ernment gets 
to grips with 
the spread of 
the coronavi-
rus and unless 

it changes course on economic 
policy, workers across the coun-
try are going to face even fur-
ther huge job losses and pay 
cuts. 

The poorest will be hard-
est hit, with black and Asian 
people once again bearing a 
disproportionate burden.

We do not have to accept this 
outcome. This week Unite’s Len 
McCluskey wrote to Boris John-
son demanding an extension of 
the furlough scheme otherwise 

there would be “an avalanche 
of job losses.”

Barely before the letter was 
sent the Confederation of Brit-
ish Industry (CBI) confirmed 
that threat and was reporting 
that fully half of its member 
firms were planning further 
lay-offs. This is in addition to 
the hundreds of thousands 
who have already lost full-
time jobs.

The reason why the furlough 
scheme needs to be extended 
should be absolutely clear. 
The government has failed 
to get a grip on the virus and 
to suppress it. As a result, the 
economy continues to struggle 
and firms are laying off work-

ers, or cutting pay in response. 
Disgracefully some are also fir-
ing and rehiring on worse pay 
and conditions and there has 
been an upsurge in the num-
bers of people on zero-hours 
contracts too.

This is the government’s 
responsibility. Under current 
economic conditions many 
firms judge that they are not 
viable with their current pay-
rolls, in terms of numbers 
employed or their wage rates. 
No doubt there are some com-
pletely unscrupulous employers 
who see the current crisis as 
an opportunity to take drastic 
measures that would otherwise 
be unacceptable.

But it is the government’s 
responsibility to prevent that 
happening. Instead, by ending 
the furlough now, long before 
the virus is brought under con-
trol, it is almost inevitable that 
there will be lay-offs. In other 
countries they have avoided 
this cliff edge: France, Germany 
and Ireland have all extended 
their schemes.

They recognise that the 
short-term cost of extension 
is far outweighed by the long-
term costs of mass unemploy-
ment, in wasted lives, poverty, 
lost output and, yes, lost tax 
revenues to the public sector.

We in the labour move-
ment must also recognise that 
the economic crisis is engen-
dered by the crisis in public 
health. The massive wave of 
job losses and pay cuts would 
not be happening without the 
coronavirus. Ending the virus 
is a public health imperative 
and an absolute precondition 
to returning to anything like 
economic normality.

As this government’s cata-
strophic performance shows, 
there is in reality no trade-off 
between protecting people’s 
health and protecting the 
economy. This country has 
one of the worst outcomes in 
terms of death toll and one of 
the worst outcomes in terms 
of contraction in GDP and job 
losses as well.

These two, the spread of the 
virus and the loss of jobs, are 
related. The idea that people’s 
health and lives could be put at 
risk in effort to get back to eco-
nomic normality is grotesque 
and it is factually incorrect.

All the businesses and jobs 
in a host of sectors such as 
retail, hospitality, accommo-
dation, travel, food, arts and 
leisure rely on people being 
relaxed, confident and with at 

Diane Abbott 

AS LABOUR’S virtual replacement for party conference 
begins this weekend, demonstrators will take action in 
solidarity with refugees in dozens of places across Britain.

The demos organised by Care4Calais, Stand Up to Rac-
ism, Status Now 4 All and other groups take place as Home 
Secretary Priti Patel vows to deport a thousand refugees 
by Christmas.

Socialists attending any of the solidarity actions may 
remember another Labour conference five years ago, when 
the newly elected party leader’s first act was to attend a rally 
in solidarity with refugees in central London.

This year’s event will feel very different. It is not just 
coronavirus that has put an end to the packed-out carnivals 
of the left that Labour conferences became over the last five 
years. It is hard to imagine Keir Starmer rocking up at an 
anti-racist demo in solidarity.

The manner in which Jeremy Corbyn began his leadership 
signalled his “new kind of politics” in the most unambigu-
ous way possible. Support for refugees does not go down 
well with focus groups or policy wonks. 

The approach of previous Labour and Tory governments to 
globalisation was to constantly accommodate the demands of 
transnational capital with all the associated downsides for jobs, 
wages, workers’ rights and public services, while responding 
periodically to the resulting anxiety with measures to harass 
and persecute the poorest economic migrants and refugees.

By contrast Corbyn inspired with the idea that “politics” 
might be more than a bland contest between professionals 
to develop a formula that secures electoral success, high 
office, and, in too many cases, subsequent personal riches 
of dubious origin. 

It could be a means of changing the world. And he made 
the case that it could be worth standing up for unpopular 
causes because people’s minds can change when you take 
the time to argue your case. The reasons for the defeat of 
this “new kind of politics” have been debated in detail ever 
since last December’s devastating election. 

The first Labour “conference” post-Corbyn is a good time 
to assert one key lesson. The Corbyn project did well when 
it was boldest and most radical. It tended to founder when 
it gave ground to its enemies.

This seems paradoxical — the political playbook would 
suggest that compromise was the logical answer to Corbyn’s 
weak support in the parliamentary party and Labour Party 
machinery. But compromise with forces that were determined, 
from the outset, that they would not tolerate any threat to the 
wealth or power of Britain’s ruling class was a recipe for defeat.

When Corbynism had the courage of its convictions, as 
at the refugee demo or, in the 2017 election, when Corbyn 
pointed to the role played by Britain’s foreign policy in 
feeding conflict and terrorism, it found it had listeners. 

But, particularly on foreign policy, it was often too cau-
tious to make these arguments, allowing Labour to remain 
pro-Nato and pro-nuclear. 

These “compromises” did not win over many warmongers 
— Corbyn’s long record as a peace campaigner was forgotten 
by no-one and the right-wing press used it to fling all kinds 
of abuse at him. But Labour’s official line did prevent his 
supporters from making arguments that could have won 
public support for a different kind of policy.

This was not the only or even the main cause of the defeat 
of the Corbyn project, but it is a useful starting point when 
the left looks to rebuild. 

Many voices already caution that we tried to do too much, 
that sticking to this or that principle was never going to wash 
with the public and should be downplayed or dropped. The 
victims of such “triangulation” are often the most vulner-
able people on Earth.

As socialists, we should reject such counsel. A powerful 
socialist movement was built up by a willingness to con-
front political orthodoxy and argue that another world is 
possible. This weekend, we do that by standing in solidarity 
with refugees.

Socialism, refugees 
and Labour’s first 
post-Corbyn ‘conference’

Star comment

The government 
has lost control 
of coronavirus
The Tories have failed on the virus, failed  
on jobs and now they threaten a partial 
shutdown that will only damage the 
economy. But there is an alternative, 
writes DIANE ABBOTT MP
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least some degree of financial 
wellbeing. They cannot possi-
bly return to normal while a 
pandemic is raging.

People cannot be forced to 
go out when they are in fear 
for their lives, even while the 
government’s ending of the 
furlough scheme is effectively 
forcing them back to work.

All of these sectors will con-
tinue be shuttered and haemor-
rhage jobs while the pandemic 
is not under control. In turn, 
this will have an impact back 
up the service sector supply 
chain, including food and drink 
manufacturers and others.

Only by defeating the virus is 
it possible to return to anything 
like normality. And it should be 
clear that the government is very 

far from defeating the virus. It 
is now widely understood that 
new cases are surging.

The renewed rise in hospi-
talisations is now also being 
reported in the media, along 
with a government call for 
the hospitals to be emptied in 
preparation for a much larger 
increase. Unfortunately, surg-
ing hospitalisations almost cer-
tainly means a renewed rise in 
deaths will follow.

I am pleased to say that the 
Socialist Campaign Group of 
MPs, Independent Sage, grass-
roots Labour activists and oth-
ers have all raised the demand 
for a zero Covid-19 strategy.

Of course, this does not 
mean no-one should ever 
return to work until there is a 
vaccine. It does mean a serious 
and sustained lockdown until 
the virus has dwindled to very 
small numbers, and an effective 
test, trace and isolation system 
to catch the tiny numbers that 
may then arise.

This approach has been 
successful in China, New  
Zealand and Vietnam. There is no 
reason it cannot be adopted here.

The fear is that, faced with 
a renewed surge in cases, the 
government will panic and do 
a partial national shutdown for 
a fortnight. This will not defeat 
the virus. It will damage the 
economy and it will antagonise 
people even further when there 
is no decisive victory over the 
spread of the virus.

There is an alternative: it 
is to copy those successful 
countries and their effective 
lockdowns. As they show, you 
can return to normal, prevent 
deaths and save jobs once you 
have done that. That is what is 
required here. Now.

 ■ Diane Abbott is MP for Hackney 
North and Stoke Newington.

T
HIS weekend would 
ordinarily have seen 
tens of thousands of 
Labour members 
heading to Liver-

pool to our annual conference.
2020 however has been a far 

from ordinary year. Indeed, 
as I write this I do so from a 
north-east that has had fresh 
restrictions imposed after cases 
of coronavirus reached worry-
ing levels.

Labour Conference has been 
replaced with an online ver-
sion — and many people are 
left worrying about what might 
happen next.

The crisis that has been 
unfolding over the past nine 
months has exposed huge fis-
sures running through the 
heart of British society and the 
brutal nature of attacks on our 
vital services over many years.

It has shown who the “essen-
tial” people really are — essen-
tial to the running of our coun-
try — and unsurprisingly it 
isn’t those bankers who have 
continually undermined our 
nation’s finances in the City 
of London.

Those heroes who have 
been on the front line of this 
crisis are those in health and 
social care, in education, those 
involved with the distribution 
of goods and keeping our infra-
structure running.

Many of those we clapped 
for are low paid: the Resolution 
Foundation has said that half of 
front-line care workers, around 
a million people, are paid less 
than the Real Living Wage. This 
is a shocking indictment of our 
society.

The crisis has also shown the 
austerity rhetoric of the past 
decade to have been a cruel 
lie, something many of us have 
always known.

The slashing of support to 
ordinary people and the bon-
fire of public services was never 
needed. The state does have 
power to intervene in people’s 
lives to protect them.

After being lobbied by the 
trade unions and the Labour 
Party they eventually imple-
mented schemes like furlough 
and Self Employment Income 
Support.

While millions of people 
slipped through the net, many 
millions more during this pan-
demic have found themselves 
reliant on the government to 
pay their bills.

As of August 16 there were 
9.6 million jobs being sup-
ported by the government’s 
furlough scheme, many more 
were supported through the 
Self Employment Income Sup-
port scheme.

The crisis has also shown 
that flexible working is possi-
ble. Millions of people swapped 
the office for their bedrooms or 
kitchen tables and businesses 
kept going.

As children stayed home, 
many people changed their 
hours to enable them to care 
for them. What was previously 
impossible, suddenly became 
possible.

Since this worked too well, 
the government has spent the 
summer bullying and harass-
ing people back into cramped 

offices. The government has 
badly failed the people of this 
country. 

A decade of austerity has 
left the public sector in a 
precarious position and strug-
gling to cope with the surge 
in issues that the pandemic 
has thrown up.

They have been dragged 
kicking and screaming into 
adopting even the most mea-
gre of measures designed to 
protect the financial security 
of working people.

We now approach the unnec-
essary guillotine of October 31 
where the furlough scheme 
will be ended unless urgent 
action is taken.

Estimates suggest millions of 
people could be made redun-
dant as a result.

The impact of this will be 
felt more strongly in those com-
munities that have been long 
held back by the government 
and have seen their concerns 
forgotten.

Communities like those I 
represent are ill prepared for 
yet more hardship.

Unless urgent action is taken 
we face mass unemployment in 
areas already disproportion-
ately reliant on precarious work 
and state support.

Mining areas like the one 
I represent lost a generation 
following the closure of the 
industry upon which the com-
munities were built.

We have never properly 
recovered. But the idea that 
another generation could be 
lost in the same way is unthink-
able.

Sadly, if we do not get to 
grips with the current situa-
tion then we will see it once 
more. We must start by extend-
ing the furlough scheme to buy  
us some time as has happened 
in France, Austria and else-
where.

This year marks the 75th 
anniversary of a radical Labour 
government taking power in 

Britain after half a decade of 
destruction.

That conflict saw the entire 
economy mobilised to protect 
the country and its people, and 
at its end, those people who had 
suffered poverty even before 
the privation of war, resolved 
never to go back to the way 
things were.

The virus calls for a differ-
ent approach, with unessential 
parts of the economy demobi-
lised to protect our people. But 
just as the war exposed the bru-
tal reality of poverty here in 
one of the richest nations on 
the planet, we can never go 
back to what came before.

We must do what we can 
to support ordinary people 
throughout this crisis, stop the 
unnecessary spiral into destitu-
tion for so many and resolve 
to build a fairer, greener, more 
equitable society on the other 
side.

 ■ Ian Lavery is MP for Wansbeck.

Diane Abbott 

“
This approach 
has been 
successful in 
China, New 
Zealand and 
Vietnam. There 
is no reason it 
cannot be 
adopted here

DEATH TOLL: A volunteer organises 
coffins at a mosque in Birmingham, 
which is operating a temporary 
morgue during the Covid-19 pandemic

Like the war, we  
can never go back
The coronavirus has seen the state mobilised in 
support of its people in a way we were told was 
impossible. Just as the working class refused to 
go back to poverty after WWII, we must do the 
same now, writes IAN LAVERY MP
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T
HE First Minister 
of Wales, Mark 
Drakeford, is in 
a combative and 
positive mood as 
we discuss how 

the only Labour-run govern-
ment in Britain is dealing with 
the coronavirus crisis and its 
economic aftermath, and 
Labour’s working relationship 
with the Conservative govern-
ment in Westminster.

During our last interview on 
May Day 2020 the First Minis-
ter had just written to Cabinet 
Office Minister Michael Gove to 
try to get the Conservative gov-
ernment to regularise Covid-
19 meetings with the devolved 
governments.

I ask Drakeford how that had 
progressed and am astonished 
that not only are the meet-
ings still sporadic, but that 
the Westminster government 
had ignored a request from 
the devolved governments this 
week to discuss the worsen-
ing coronavirus crisis as local 
lockdown announcements were 
made for areas of England, Scot-
land and Wales.

“It is baffling to me that in 
this week where there have 
been major announcements 
about difficulties in England and 
where in Wales we have had to 
impose lockdown restrictions 
in Rhondda Cynon Taf, the UK 
government has not been pre-
pared to meet,” Drakeford says.

“There was a very specific 
request made on Monday for 
a meeting and there has been 
nothing.”

The First Minister expressed 
his frustration that when meet-
ings do happen the conversa-
tions are worthwhile, but the 
Westminster government just 

does not organise regular meet-
ings.

“It would surely have been 
simple to organise a weekly 
meeting in our diaries on the 
same day each week so we 
could share experiences and 
learning, but that seems to be 
beyond the capacity of the UK 
government to put in place,” 
he says.

I ask Drakeford why he 
thought that simple measure 
to protect UK citizens was not 
being taken. 

His brutal assessment is that 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s 
government is struggling to 
cope with the demands the 
pandemic has placed on it.

He goes further and con-
demns some ministers for their 
ignorance about the devolution 
settlement.

“In some parts of the UK gov-
ernment offence has been taken 
at devolution. I think some min-
isters are discovering for the 
first time that devolution exists 
and when they find that Wales 
has the authority and capacity 
to make decisions for ourselves 
they just don’t like it.

“Some parts of Whitehall 
who have almost not needed to 

know about us and Scotland for 
the past 21 years are surprised 
to find that we are mature 
parliaments with proven and 
democratic authorities of our 
own. They think it is all a ter-
rible mistake.”

The Tory antipathy towards 
devolved government in Brit-
ain and Northern Ireland will 
not come as a surprise to Star 
readers, but to hear the real-
ity of its everyday impact on 
dealing with the medical and 
economic emergency created 
by the Covid-19 pandemic is 
shocking.

In Wales, opinion polls have 
charted a rising number of vot-
ers considering independence 
for the first time, and I ask the 
First Minister about the impact 
on this “indie curiosity” that 
the Internal Market Bill the 
Tories are pushing through 
the Westminster Parliament 
might have.

The Bill, if enacted as 
drafted, will take 

powers away 

from the devolved governments 
and allow Westminster to fund 
spending in devolved areas like 
health, housing, economic 
development and education, 
as well as adding state aid to 
the list of reserved powers for 
Westminster.

I ask Drakeford how his gov-
ernment would fight this Bill.

He explains that, unlike 
Scotland where the Scottish 
National Party can counter 
measures it does not like by 
threatening independence, and 
in Northern Ireland its violent 
past means that UK govern-
ments have to step carefully, 
Wales has little beyond the 
power of persuasion.

“Despite the lack of a man-
date in Wales, they intend to use 
their parliamentary majority to 
impose a set of arrangements 
on everybody else without our 
consent and involvement. That 
will simply add to the pressures 
there are in the UK. 

“They could have gone about 
this in a way that would have 
helped to bind the UK. They 
could have got everybody round 
a table to discuss how Brexit is 

achieved and everybody would 
have had to compromise. 

“We would have come out of 
that with a strengthened UK 
operating as a voluntary asso-
ciation of four nations agree-
ing common ways forward that 
work for us all.

“Instead they have adopted 
the opposite course which will 
be fundamentally damaging 
to those of us who want us to 
argue for a social-solidarity UK.”

The independence debate is 
something Drakeford sees as 
an opportunity to advance a 
positive view of what devolu-
tion can achieve and uses the 
coronavirus crisis as a good 
example of this.

“I hear some people take 
the experience of Covid-19 to 
strengthen the case for Wales 
to be on our own. I do not think 
that is the right lesson to learn 
from it.

“By acting together on Covid-
19 we have been able to deal 
with the worst impact. Wales 
by itself would never have been 
able to mobilise the expenditure 
of billions of pounds that is sup-
porting the Welsh economy.

‘Making common 
cause strengthens 
Wales’s ability to get 
economic, social and 
environmental justice’
In the first of a two-part series, David Nicholson talks to 
First Minister of Wales MARK DRAKEFORD about 
coronavirus, the threat to the devolution settlement 
and the incompetence of Boris Johnson’s government

“
I hear some 
people take the 
experience of 
Covid-19 to 
strengthen the 
case for Wales 
to be on our 
own. I do not 
think that is 
the right 
lesson to 
learn from it

MEETING 
REQUESTS: Mark 
Drakeford (above) 
is unimpressed 
with Boris 
Johnson’s lack of 
willingness to 
consider the 
devolved nations in 
the virus fightback
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W
HILE the 
world is 
suffering 
through 
the coro-
n av i r u s 

pandemic, it has been truly 
inspirational to watch how the 
small island of Cuba has used 
its experience and professional-
ism to assist other countries in 
the fight against Covid-19. 

The virus affects people 
regardless of their nationality, 
and Cuba has shown just how 
countries that are able can help 
those who need assistance. 

I really hope that such lessons 
are learnt and that Britain will 
share any advances in vaccine 
development and treatments 
with others across the globe. 

Such international co-oper-
ation is surely the only way 
that the world will be able to 
emerge from this crisis.

Over the past few months 
Cuba has responded to requests 
for assistance from 38 coun-
tries and has sent 45 medical 
teams made up of more than 
3,700 doctors, nurses and other 
medical specialists. 

They have gone to nations in 
Central and South America and 
the Caribbean, but also to Africa: 
to Togo, South Africa, Guinea Bis-
sau, Sierra Leone and Kenya. 

The immense gratitude felt 
by many in these countries is 
clear: Charles Azilan, the head 
of co-operation at Togo’s foreign 
ministry said: “As scientific and 
medical circles groped in the 
dark, Cuban medicine, strong 
from past experiences, brought 
appropriate answers.” 

Ralph Gonsalves, prime min-
ister of Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines, said: “They are 
lifesavers. In some Caribbean 
countries, they constitute the 
backbone of the response to the 
pandemic.”

For the first time relatively 
wealthier European counties 
requested help, and Cuban bri-
gades were sent to both Italy 
and Andorra where they were 
welcomed with open arms by 
the grateful local populations.

The British government has 
also co-operated with Cuba to 
facilitate medical support for 
four non-self governing British 
overseas territories: Anguilla, 
Turks & Caicos Islands, Virgin 
Islands and Montserrat. 

I really want to congratulate 
the British government on this 
initiative which builds upon 
the co-operation shown with 
Cuba in the rescuing of the pas-
sengers of the Covid-19-stricken 

cruise ship the MS Braemar in 
the early days of the pandemic.

I hope that such co-operation 
across frontiers will become 
the norm. At a time when the 
Trump-led US administration 
is pushing an “America First” 
policy which has prevented 
Cuba and other countries from 
obtaining life-saving PPE and 
ventilators, it is essential that 
countries like our own follow a 
different path of international 
co-operation. 

The US withdrawal from the 
World Health Organisation at 
a time of world health crisis is 
a very dangerous portent of a 
catastrophic global response to 
this and future crises.

Of course Cuba has a long 
history of international medi-
cal co-operation and disaster 
relief efforts. 

I remember the Cuban doc-
tors bravely working in west 
Africa, battling against the 
Ebola outbreak there, and in 
2005 Cuban medics travelled to 
Pakistan following the terrible 
Kashmir earthquake. 

They worked in a country 
that at the time had no diplo-
matic relations with Cuba. 

It also presented the most 
inhospitable conditions for 
the Cubans who had to get 
used to working in the freez-
ing cold and snowy foothills of 
the Himalayas. 

Here, as in many of the bri-
gades, the majority of the med-
ics were women.

There are now growing calls 
for the Cuban medical brigades 
to be recognised for their work, 
and I am pleased to add my 
name to the call for them to be 
awarded the 2021 Nobel Peace 
Prize for their efforts.

In Cuba they have a very 
well-regarded health system 
of their own, which was itself 
modelled on our own NHS. 

The domestic response to the 
crisis has been well-organised 
and successful. 

They have the highest ratio 
of doctors to population in 
the world and they have been 
effective in isolating cases, trac-
ing contacts, screening and 
applying various treatments, 
including their own domesti-
cally developed antiviral agent, 
interferon alpha-2b. 

Cuba has reported just 4,684 
cases and 108 deaths so far: a 
tenth of the global average per 
capita.

There is also the hope that 
Cuba will be able to develop 
its own vaccine. It is the first 
country in Latin America to 
have one currently in the test-
ing phase alongside vaccines 
around the world. 

Cuba has already made clear 
that should they be successful 
they would make the vaccine 
available to countries across the 
globe, helping those who would 
otherwise be excluded due to 
cost to find a viable mass vac-
cine solution.

All this is a far cry from the 

response to the health crisis 
from Washington, which has 
continually downplayed the 
severity of the epidemic to the 
detriment of its citizens, and 
has at the same time attacked 
the Cuban medics and even 
tried to pressure other coun-
tries to end any co-operation. 

In the build-up to the Novem-
ber presidential election, US anti-
Cuba rhetoric will rise as can-
didates scurry to try to secure 
support from the million-strong 
Cuban-American community in 
the crucial state of Florida.

Of course this is a continu-
ation of US efforts to force a 
change of direction in Havana 
and the biggest threat to Cuba’s 
work is the ongoing blockade 
of the island. 

I hope that Britain will main-
tain its current position of 
opposing the blockade each year 
at the United Nations during the 
annual vote on the policy. 

I am proud to currently be 
one of the vice-chairs of the all-
party parliamentary group on 
Cuba in Westminster and we 
will continue to help develop 
exchanges and co-operation 
between our two countries. 

I hope that Labour members 
and parliamentarians from 
across the House will join me 
in supporting these efforts in 
further developing co-opera-
tion with the people of Cuba.

 ■ Paula Barker is the Member of 
Parliament for Liverpool Wavertree.

Only by working together can the world emerge from this 
crisis, and Cuba’s medical expertise and humanitarianism set 
a gold standard for the world, says PAULA BARKER MP

When it comes to international 
co-operation, Cuba shows the way

“Our border is entirely 
porous with people along it. If 
we were trying to run Wales 
independently our ability to 
deal with the crisis would 
have been diminished. It is 
co-operation and collaboration 
that has been our strength, not 
separation.

“What we need is a UK gov-
ernment that recognises that 
the way to strengthen the 
union is to invent new ways 
to reach common conclusions 
and the governments can reli-
ably contact each other. Not 
by using an ‘iron fist’ or the 
Tory majority to bully the rest 
of us.”

Drakeford is keen to make a 
positive case for the UK and for 
Wales to draw on the strength 
of being part of a successful 
union.

“Working people in Wales 
have the same class and eco-
nomic interests as working peo-
ple in Scotland and Northern 
Ireland.

“Making common cause 
strengthens the ability of peo-
ple in Wales to get economic, 
social and environmental jus-

tice of the sort we stand for in 
the Labour Party in Wales.”

Surprisingly, when I men-
tion the difficulty of achieving 
this nirvana given the electoral 
hegemony the Conservative 
Party has enjoyed, with brief 
interludes of Labour govern-
ment, Drakeford advanced the 
case for electoral reform.

“We have to grapple with 
Tory rule. I believe there is 
a progressive majority to be 
shaped across the UK.

“The most compelling case is 
that election after election we 
have imposed on us a Conserva-
tive government elected on a 
minority of the votes across 
the UK.”

I ask Drakeford if he was 
suggesting a one-off electoral 
alliance to achieve electoral 
reform where the parties stood 
down to give the best chance 
of defeating the Tory candidate 
and he quickly says no, but does 
say a debate has to be had.

“It’s a debate we have to 
grasp because we hope that at 
the next general election the 
cards will break in our favour 
but, of course, they do not.”
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“T
HE revolt of 
the tribes was 
deadly seri-
ous,” wrote 
the French 

anarchist Louise Michel in her 
memoir about the doomed 1878 
Kanak rebellion against French 
colonial rule on far way New 
Caledonia.

The Kanak people, whose 
south Pacific home France 
had turned into a penal colony, 
were seeking the same liberty 
that Michel and her comrades 
had sought during the 1871 
Paris Commune.

“Let me say only that my 
red scarf, the red scarf of the 
Commune that I had hidden 
from every search, was divided 
in two pieces one night. Two 
Kanaks, before going to join the 
insurgents against the whites, 
had come to say goodbye to me. 
They slipped into the ocean.

“The sea was bad and they 
may never have arrived across 
the bay, or perhaps they were 
killed in the fighting. I never 
saw either of them again and 
I don’t know which of the two 
deaths took them, but they 
were brave.”

In 1880, in her seventh year 
in New Caledonia, the commu-
nards were granted amnesty 
and Michel was finally allowed 
to return home to Paris, where 
she received a hero’s welcome.

Michel dedicated her extraor-
dinary life fighting for the 
freedom of the working class, 
of women, of the poor, of the 
peoples colonised by European 
states, and for animals.

Though she would be dis-
mayed to know that, 115 years 
after her death, we are still 
fighting the same oppressions, 
she would surely welcome the 
refugee-rescue ship that bears 

her name and its feminist crew 
defying fortress Europe in the 
Mediterranean.

“We came up with a couple 
of names for the ship,” says Lea 
Risener, a German member of 
the Louise Michel’s crew.

“One of the other names we 
had on the table was [US abo-
litionist] Harriet Tubman. We 
knew it had to be a woman 
because we consider ourselves 
to be feminists.

“But in the end, we chose 
Louise Michel because she was 
a perfect encapsulation of what 
we believe.”

Risener spoke with me over 
Skype earlier this month while 
she and the crew were in Spain 
following the Louise Michel’s 
eventful first mission.

“I’ve been doing SAR [search-
and-rescue] since 2017,” she says 
when I ask how she ended up 
saving the lives of people that 

European governments would 
seemingly prefer to drown in 
the Mediterranean.

“I started on the Iuventa. I’ve 
worked with Sea Watch a lot, 
as well as on Moonbird” — the 
charity’s reconnaissance plane.

“I met Pia [Klemp] on the 
Iuventa and we fell in love 
with each other immediately. 
We were in touch all the time 
and have been friends since.

“Then Pia got an email from 
Banksy and we started this pro-
ject.”

Let’s back up a little bit. We’ll 
get back to Banksy’s involve-
ment.

The Iuventa was one of the 
first non-governmental organ-
isation (NGO) rescue ships to 
operate in the central Mediter-
ranean. Between August 2016 
and August 2017, the ship’s 
crew saved around 14,000 lives 
in 16 missions.

The Iuventa and other NGO 
ships were initially welcomed 
by the European authorities, 
until conspiracy theories ped-
dled by the Italian far-right 
caused then deputy prime 
minister Matteo Salvini to get 
the country’s secret service 
involved.

The crew were spied upon, 
the ship was impounded and 10 
members — including Risener’s 
friend Klemp — were accused 
of co-operating with human 
traffickers. Three years on, no 
charges have yet been made but 
the investigations against the 
10 are ongoing.

Meanwhile, the anonymous 
British street artist and politi-
cal activist Banksy must have 
heard about Klemp. He emailed 
her with an offer to buy a boat 
so that she and other activists 
could go back to sea and pre-
vent more people from dying at 

With thanks to Banksy, 
Louise Michel is fighting 
oppression once more

LEA RISENER tells the Star’s Ben Cowles about the Louise Michel, a feminist refugee 
rescue ship named after the famous French anarchist and funded by the world’s most 
elusive street-art star — and how the civil fleet came to its aid when Europe abandoned it

“
Between August 
2016 and August 
2017, the ship’s 
crew saved 
around 14,000 
lives in 16 
missions
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Europe’s borders. Risener says 
her first reaction to Klemp’s 
email from Banksy was mainly: 
“What the fuck?”

“We were certain it was a 
hoax,” she adds. “But at some 
point it became clear that it 
was not a joke. I mean, it was 
absurd. We’ve seen a lot of 
crazy stuff in the Med, but that 
was like, next level.

“But eventually we came 
together as a group of friends 
and activists and got started. 
We bought the Louise and, 
yeah, the whole story begins.”

In the early days of the so-
called “refugee crisis” — back 
in 2015, ’16 and ’17 — charity 
rescue ships were much smaller 
and faster than the huge ships 
they have to use now.

Back then, they would find 
refugee boats on their way to 
European safety from war-torn 
Libya and act as a kind of first 
aider, distributing food, water 
and life jackets while waiting 
for the European coastguards 
to come and take the refugees 
to land.

They would even work with 
the navy ships that made up the 
European Union’s anti-human-
trafficking mission, Operation 
Sophia, before the bloc decided 
to pull them from the area last 
year.

Since then, the NGO vessels 
have been the only dedicated 
rescue ships in the central Med-
iterranean — apart from the 
EU-funded Libyan Coastguard, 
whose incompetence has been 
widely condemned.

“It’s a good thing that we 
have bigger ships now,” Risener 
says, “even though most of 
them are stuck in European 
ports most of the time. But it’s 
a good thing that they’re there.

“What’s been missing 
recently is a smaller, faster 
ship. That was something all 
of us were talking about for 
quite a while, that would be 
really good to have.

“Now that the Libyan SAR 
is quite big, it’s possible that 
distress cases can be ten hours 
away from the Sea Watch 4, for 
instance. But it’s quite different 
with the Louise. We can really 
speed up and make a differ-
ence there. Our first mission 
has proven to be a very good 
thing.”

The Louise Michel co-ordi-
nated its maiden voyage with 
the launch of German charity 
Sea Watch’s new ship, the Sea 
Watch 4, in August and assisted 
it during its rescue operations.

“We got to the distress cases 

a few hours before the Sea 
Watch 4 could. We handed out 
life jackets, stabilised the situa-
tion and made sure the people 
were safe until the Sea Watch 
4 came.”

After those first few opera-
tions with Sea Watch, the Lou-
ise Michel saved the lives of 89 
people on is own. The weather 
was worsening, so they planned 
to take the rescued to shore, 
or at least attempt to — Malta 
has refused to allow any ships 
to disembark refugees into its 
ports since March and Italy has 

been subjecting them to pro-
tracted stand-offs.

But on August 29, the crew 
was alerted by Sea Watch’s 
reconnaissance plane Moon-
bird to 130 people on a rubber 
boat in distress within Malta’s 
SAR zone.

“It was such a fucked-up situ-
ation,” says Risener.

“They had been on the water 
for three fucking days.

“Some of the women were 
completely burnt. They had 
these chemical burns all over 
their bodies. There were chil-

dren on board. The youngest 
was about eight months old 
and was completely dehydrated. 
He couldn’t open his eyes any 
more.

“There was a dead person 
on the boat and we later learnt 
that three more people had 
died on the journey.

“We were very aware that 
the Louise was at her limit. 
We knew we could bring 89 
people plus 10 crew to a safe 
port but we knew if we took an 
additional 130 people on board, 
this would not be possible.

“We sent out two mayday 
relays on behalf of the boat. 
But we were left completely 
on our own.

“We ended up with two life 
rafts attached to our boat, plus 
the deflating rubber boat that 
had a dead body on.

“We got everyone safely 
through the night, which was 
possible because we set up the 
ship in a very good way and we 
had all the means we needed. 
But it was really shit. I have 
seen a lot in SAR, but that was 
shit.

“It was not a situation we had 
ever envisioned when we were 
talking about our operational 
objectives in the beginning. 
Well, we did. But I didn’t expect 
it to happen.”

By this point the world’s 
media began to report what 
was happening. The Sea Watch 
4, ten hours away, changed 
course and began heading 
towards the Louise Michel, as 
did the two other NGO ships, 
the Astral and the Mare Jonio.

I ask Risener how it felt being 
within a European SAR zone 
but completely ignored by the 
authorities.

“It made me really, really 
angry.

“I’m an anarchist, so it’s not 
that I have a huge trust in or 
belief in authorities in general. 
I know that we are living in a 
world that is far from the uto-
pia I envision.

“But as long as it is like this, 
I expect the authorities to at 
least do what they’re supposed 
to do. And this is not leaving 
a 30-metre yacht with two life 
rafts and a dead person alone 
for more than 24 hours.”

The Italian coastguard did 
eventually arrive. They took 49 
of the most vulnerable people 
as well as the body – and then 
left the rest alone again.

But then the Sea Watch 
4 arrived. Already carrying 
0ver 200 people, the Sea Watch 
crew brought all of the Louise 
Michel’s rescued on board their 
ship.

“I don’t know what would 
have happened without Sea 
Watch. I really don’t have words 
for how grateful I am for them.”

Soon afterwards, the Lou-
ise Michel headed back to its 
home port in Spain to refuel 
and change crew. Risner says 
she cannot tell me when they 
will be going back to the cen-
tral Mediterranean. But they 
will be going.

Risener sees the Louise 
Michel’s mission as part of a 
global fight against fascism.

“Europe’s, well not only 
Europe’s but all western bor-
der policies are fucking fascist,” 
she says before adding, “or let’s 
say at least racist. Maybe fas-
cist is a bit too strong for all 
of them, but at least very, very 
racist and people don’t even 
recognise that.

“There are a lot of politicians 
in Germany who post a lot of 
Black Lives Matters logos on 
their social-media profiles and 
then vote the next day for a law 
that makes deportations easier 
or which makes entry into the 
European Union harder. And 
that’s fucking racist.

“While we and Sea Watch 
rescued around 400 people, 
around the same amount were 
pushed back to Libya.

“It’s down to fucking luck 
if you get rescued or not. And 
we cannot rescue everyone. We 
are quite a way from that. But 
that’s the reality we are in.

“But what we can do is show 
how racist this is.

“What happened to us in the 
Malta SAR would not have hap-
pened if the people we found 
were white. If there was a sail-
ing yacht sending a distress call 
from the central Med to Malta, 
there would probably be five 
patrol boats and four helicop-
ters trying to find these people 
and rescue them.

“But as these people were 
black. And I think we have to 
call it like it is.”

 ■ Ben Cowles is the Morning Star 
web editor.

“
We got to the 
distress cases a 
few hours 
before the Sea 
Watch 4 could. 
We handed out 
life jackets, 
stabilised the 
situation and 
made sure the 
people were 
safe until the 
Sea Watch 4 
came

ARTISTIC MERIT:  Banksy’s 
piece Girl With Balloon (right) 
is painted on the ship’s bow 
(above) in a tribute to the 
artist’s support for their work

Pic: Louise M
ichel

Pic: Creative Commons — Dominic Robinson
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S
U PER L AT I V ES 
abound when 
discussing Zaha 
Hadid, probably 
the most success-
ful female archi-

tect to date, and Zaha Hadid: 
Complete Works 1979-Today, 
the updated monograph by 
regular Taschen contributor 
Philip Jodidio, provokes a simi-
lar response.

At 672 pages, it is crammed 
with impressive high-quality 
images of the architect’s work. 
But to compensate, the text is 
headache-inducingly small and, 
at 3.35kg, it’s not a book to curl 
up with in comfort on the sofa.

Hadid was born in 1950 in 
Baghdad. Her father was a 
founder member of the leftish 
National Democratic Party.

Hadid initially studied math-
ematics, then transferred to 
architecture at the progressive 
and experimental Architectural 
Association in London, where 
she was introduced to the work 
of Russian-born abstract painter 
Kazimir Malevich and this book 
traces her development from 
admirer of Malevich’s suprema-
tist movement and acclaimed 
designer of the impossible to 
the embracing of parametri-
cism as a design ideology and 
antidote to postmodernism.

She started her London firm 
in 1980 and taught widely, 
earning a reputation for radi-
cal design.

Despite being widely pub-
lished, she had no built projects 
until her forties.

She was the first woman to 
win the prestigious Pritzker 
architectural prize in 2004 and 
this proved a turning point, 
with Hadid eventually becoming 
a 21st-century go-to “starchitect” 
of international elites.

The book initially focuses 
on early paintings and unbuilt 
projects including the compe-
tition-winning, but ultimately 
rejected, Cardiff Opera House 
— potential clients were often 
scared by spiralling costs and 
unfamiliar aesthetics.

The surprise here is how 
beautiful her paintings are and 
how unlike conventional ideas 
of architect’s drawings and it is 
easy to see the continued influ-
ence of Malevich.

They are often hard to read 
as images of buildings — it 
takes time to find any archi-
tectural detail in some of 
these abstracted images full 
of movement, colour and non-
orthogonal forms.

Subsequent chapters cover 
Hadid’s built projects, projects 
under construction and those 
at the design stage.

Her first major building was 
the Vitra Fire Station in 1993, 
where we see the initial draw-
ings almost entirely abstracted 
from recognisable built forms. 
Jodidio admits the drawing is 
“rendering the final form of the 
building somewhat difficult to 
understand.”

We are then shown plans 
and elevations and the sharply 
angled design begins to make 
sense as a building.

Jodidio continues with this 
formula — concept draw-
ings, plans, elevations, a short 
description, then photos or 
digital representations of the 
finished building.

Included are the extraordi-
nary Antwerp port authority 
building (top right) and the 
beautiful but controversial 
Heydar Aliyev Centre in Baku.

We are also introduced to 
Hadid’s more modest projects 
such as Maggie’s Cancer Care 

Centre in Fife 
(bottom).

It’s interest-
ing in these 
chapters to see 
the increas-
ing influence 
deve lopments 

in computer-aided design 
and computer engineering 
had on Hadid’s physically 
and conceptually complex 
designs, enabling unconven-
tional geometries previously 
thought unbuildable and the 
sweeping curves Hadid became 
famous for.

Like many architects, Hadid 
had an interest in controlling 
the space beyond the built 
environment, and there is a 
chapter showing her dramatic 
curvilinear product designs.

A list of complete works 
in chronological order with 
thumbnails lies at the back of 
the book, a useful quick ref-
erence.

There is a list of prizes and 
awards and a staff credit list 
for featured projects, a nice 
touch — architecture is about 

teamwork after all.
Despite its already consider-

able size, the book could have 
been bigger and braver, with 
more made of the contradic-
tions and controversies sur-
rounding this influential and 
groundbreaking architect. 
It does feel a little like Zaha 
Hadid: the Diplomatic Edit.

The obstacles that she 
encountered as an Arab woman 
working in an industry histori-
cally dominated by white men 
have been glossed over.

Hadid herself said: “I’m a 
woman, which is a problem to 
many people; I’m a foreigner, 
another big problem.”

There is no mention of her 
comments on the Qatar World 

Cup migrant worker deaths, 
unrelated to her al-Wakrah 
stadium but considered coldly 
dismissive by some.

Hadid said: “I’m not taking 
it lightly but I think it’s for the 
government to look to take 
care of. It’s not my duty as an 
architect to look at it.”

Hadid accepted her share of 
clients keen to spend dubiously 
acquired wealth, drawn to the 
status offered by expensive and 
prestigious buildings.

Commodity trader and 
property developer Vladislav 
Doronin was rich enough to 
have commissioned Hadid’s 
only private dwelling, which 
has a bedroom atop a 30-metre 
tower.

It has more than a passing 
resemblance to a Bond villain 
lair and it would be no surprise 
if it suddenly disappeared into 
the ground at the flick of a 
switch.

In Azerbaijan, authoritarian 
President Ilham Aliyev oversaw 
the design and building of one 
of Hadid’s most recognisable 
buildings, dedicated to his late 
father, the brutal dictator Hey-
dar Aliyev (above)

And the Galaxy Soho (top 
left) building in Beijing has 
been criticised for the destruc-
tion of some of the traditional 
hutong dwellings that it 
claimed to be inspired by.

Hadid died unexpectedly in 

2016 and her practice, Zaha 
Hadid Architects, continues, 
led by her long-time design 
partner Patrik Schumacher.

Posthumously there has been 
disquiet in ZHA’s studios, with 
an open letter distancing other 
practice members from Schu-
macher’s disturbing free-mar-
ket views on the abolition of 
social housing, dilution of plan-
ning regulations and the like.

It would be good to know 
more about the materials and 
techniques that make Hadid’s 
new type of architecture pos-
sible.

Glass thermo-forming, black 
liquid polyurethane, cast con-
crete with silicone carbide grit 
are all mentioned in passing.

More recent buildings make 
reference to sustainability, 
including the proposal for For-
est Green Rovers eco-stadium, 
(Morning Star, Saturday, Janu-
ary 4 2020), which seems to be 
ticking all the eco boxes, and 
there have been awards from 
the US Green Council.

But there is a feeling that, 
despite its other innovations, 
the practice is relatively late 
to this particular party.

This is a majestic book visu-
ally and a useful chronicle of a 
brilliant and too-short career. 
You may need to invest in a 
good pair of glasses and a 
sturdy coffee table to go with 
it.

Designer of the impossible
A new book pays due tribute to the extraordinary work 
of the great architect Zaha Hadid, says SIAN LEWIS

DEFYING CONVENTION: (Top left) 
Galaxy Soho, Beijing; (above) Port 

House, Antwerp; (below) Heydar Aliyec 
Centre, Baku and (bottom) Maggie’s 

Cancer Centre, Fife 
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Stay oblivious, control the 
masses, save yourselves

n TORY PARTY

DIDO HARDING was astonished 
to learn that one of the possi-
ble effects of the full reopening 
of schools, alongside the wider 
opening of workplaces, pubs, 
restaurants and recreational 
activities, was a significant 
rise in demand for Covid tests.

Normally, such an admission 
would be a resignation issue. 
But having heard from this 
government that driving miles 
with your family in the car is a 
means of testing your eyesight, 
we can’t be surprised that such 
an oversight is no big deal. 

Harding also happened to 
be on the board of the Jockey 
Club that gave the go-ahead 
to the Cheltenham Festival at 
the height of the outbreak and 
in charge of the NHS test and 
trace system. 

In a previous life she’d been 
chief executive of TalkTalk, 
at the time that it suffered a 
massive data breach resulting 
in us being warned that her 
“utter ignorance is a lesson to 
us all.” It’s a wonder why the 
Tories stick by this Tory peer 

and wife of a Tory MP.
Another Tory of high quality, 

typifying the meritocracy of 
this government, is Chris Gray-
ling. This week the similarity 
in appearance was pointed 

out on Twitter: “Chris Whitty 
and his younger brother, Half 
Whitty” said one post. 

Chris Grayling now tops 
up his £82k MP salary having 
landed a £100k-a-year side-

line in “advising” ports. Yes, 
the very same Grayling who 
awarded a ferry contract to a 
company with no ferries. 

CARL HARPER
Peterborough

IN 1955 the CPGB general 
election manifesto called for 
proportional representation. 

Some 65 years later the 
same call is increasingly 
heard within the Labour 
Party. This year the party’s 
Connected event (a poor but 
necessary substitute for a 
full national conference due 
to Covid) is full of debates 
about how to take demo-
cratic struggles forward.

In an updated version 
of “Needs of the Hour,” 
Unlock Democracy is host-
ing a panel discussion on 
how to shift sufficient Con-
stituent Labour Parties and 
trade unions to ensure that 
the 2021 national confer-
ence votes to ditch first 
past the post and agrees 
to replace it with a proper 
system of proportional rep-
resentation.

Heading the speakers is 
Clive Lewis MP (pictured), 
a potential left chal-
lenger to Keir Starmer 
before very long, along-
side former leader of the 
CWU Billy Hayes and Trish 
Williams of Northern 
England Labour 
Left who is 

also Secretary of Berwick-on-
Tweed CLP. 

If readers of the Morning 
Star have questions send 
them to questionsunlock-
democracy@gmail.com.

Unfortunately, due to the 
restrictions the Labour Party 
has put on, only Labour 
Party members are able to 
attend virtually. Even they 
have to jump through hoops 
by registering on the website 
and then getting the link on 
Friday to attend on Sunday 
at 2pm.

A recording will be put 
on Facebook and the Unlock 
Democracy website so that 
everyone who wants to can 
listen to this crucial debate. 

Previous betrayals by the 
Blairites have led to a loss 
of trust in Labour’s commit-

ment to genuine 
constitutional 
reforms. 

Ditching FPTP 
would show that 
Labour really 
means it this 
time.

STUART HILL
Newcastle upon 

Tyne

Join the decades-old campaign for 
true democracy in the way we vote 

n  PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION 

IGNORANT: Harding claims she didn’t think that reopening schools would lead to more requests for tests
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A
YR takes centre 
stage on the rac-
ing circuit this 
weekend and the 
Ayr Gold Cup (3.40) 

itself looks as competitive as 
ever.

Old Mr Lupton is bound 
to have his supporters after 
bouncing back to form with a 
cracking third in the Great St 
Wilfrid at Ripon and following 
that up with a clear-cut success 
in a valuable handicap at the 
Curragh.

I hugely respect his chance 

along with the likes of Bielsa 
(needs it to stay on the soft 
side), the well-handicapped 
Spanish City and Soldiers Min-
ute. The last named will cer-
tainly appreciate going back up 
to a sixth furlong.

But the value wager for me 
has to be Another Batt for 
David Barron. This five-year-
old has mainly raced over fur-
ther in his career to date, but 
dropped to six furlongs for the 
first time in years he seemed to 
relish chasing a red-hot pace at 
Thirsk and won a shade cosily 
in the end. 

A return to seven furlongs 
was no good to him last time in 
Ireland, but as long as the draw 
works in his favour and he does 
have plenty of pace around 
him, I expect a massive show 
under Connor Beasley.

We should get plenty of clues 
for the best boxes in the line-up 
when a full field go to post for 
the Silver Cup at 2.30.

With the top-weights run-
ning off marks of 93 this looks 
like a really good renewal of 
this event and although he 
hasn’t won over this trip since 
June 2019, Arbalet could well be 
suited by this six-furlong shoot 
out from pillar to post. If he is 
drawn on the “right” side (box 
No 2) then we could see him 
power home inside the furlong 
with his blitz finish.

Elsewhere at the West of 
Scotland track I have a strong 
fancy for the old man Gulf of 

Poets in the finale at 5.25.
The eight-year-old hasn’t 

really been at his best this 
season, but hasn’t quite been 
getting home over a mile plus 
and this drop back in trip 
could well be the answer. Of 
course, because he has been 
out of form, the handicapper 
has relented plenty, dropping 
him from a high of 99 all the 

way down to his current mark 
of 77 and he looks the each-way 
solution here.

There is a fair card at New-
bury too and the pick of the 
races is the Group Two Mill Reef 
Stakes for juveniles at 3.25.

Second in the Gimcrack at 
York, Devilwala will relish the 
much stiffer track, but he may 
well have to settle for second 

best again behind Bahrain 
Pride. 

This Newmarket-trained 
raider is two from two in his 
career to date and was hugely 
impressive when landing the 
two-year-old Trophy at Ripon. 
That run came on quite soft 
ground, but going by his action 
and breeding there seems no 
reason why he shouldn’t be as 

effective on this quicker ter-
rain.

Dirty Rascal is arguably the 
best-handicapped entry on the 
card in the seven furlong handi-
cap at 4.30, but he has shown 
absolutely nothing in five starts 
this year and I cannot continue 
jumping over a cliff with him 
so the pick could well be Even-
ing Sun. 

Roger Charlton’s charge 
wasn’t suited by the test-
ing ground last time out at 
Newmarket and this quicker 
ground, in tandem with a 
drop to seven furlongs, looks 
just the ticket for the son of 
Muhaarar who remains open 
to a bit more improvement up 
against mainly exposed sea-
soned handicappers.

Of the other group races I 
think that the Dubai Interna-
tional can finally see Equilat-
eral return to winning form 
after a series of disappointing 
efforts in better races, while I 
am quite sweet on the claims of 
Elarqam in the Dubai Duty Free 
at 2.50 where Desert Encounter 
could be his main danger.

In the big handicap of the 
day at 3.15, over a mile-and-
a-quarter, Good Birthday can 
finally return to winning form 
following a disappointing sea-
son. He is now back down to a 
mark of 90, which he ran off 
when third to Headman in 
the London Gold Cup Handi-
cap over the same course and 
distance last year.

n MEN’S FOOTBALL

Can Chelsea close the gap as they 
welcome the reigning champions?

L
AST season was one 
of contrasting for-
tunes for these old 
foes. By Chelsea’s 
high standards, 

they underachieved. 
As they welcome the 

league champions Liver-
pool tomorrow, there is high 
expectation among Chelsea 
supporters that given their 
club’s lavish spending, this 
will be the beginning of a 
fruitful campaign for the 
west London millionaires.

Liverpool won in this cor-
responding fixture last sea-
son, last September, on their 
way to sealing their first 
league title in 30 years. The 
champions have a relatively 
good record in this fixture, 
having lost just the single 
league match in five seasons 
at Stamford Bridge.

Manager Jurgen Klopp 

expects to see the addition 
to his ranks of Thiago Alcan-
tara, the talented Bayern 
Munich midfielder. 

He will join Greek full-
back Kostas Tsimikas, who 
signed earlier in the sum-
mer.

Klopp, however, relies 
heavily on the players that 
delivered so emphatically 
last time around. With the 
transfer window open until 
October 5, Liverpool will be 
looking to boost their num-
bers in their title defence.

Things have changed 
somewhat for Chelsea man-
ager Frank Lampard, who 
has now at his disposal a 
squad assembled at great 
cost. At the beginning of last 
season, his first in charge, a 
transfer embargo prevented 
any signings.

Chelsea’s summer spend-

ing spree, upwards of £200 
million, is a statement of 
intent from Roman Abram-
ovich, the owner of the west 
London club. 

He saw his club finish in 
fourth place, 33 points off 
Liverpool last season. 

We know from the recent 
past that the Russian is 
notoriously demanding and, 
though club favourite Lam-
pard will be given time, a 
trophy is expected.

Timo Werner impressed 
in Chelsea’s season opening 
match at Brighton, show-
ing that he is comfortable 
with the pace of the Pre-
mier League. The 24-year-
old German striker looked 
cool and relaxed in the pre-
match media duties earlier 
this week.

One senses he will add 
real attacking threat as 

Chelsea look to mount a title 
campaign.

Kai Havertz’s debut was 
a low-key one, but there is 
no disputing the potential 
of the German youngster. 
Lampard’s other additions 
miss out to injury.

Former RB Leipzig player 
Werner was on Klopp’s 
radar. But, with Liverpool 
uncertain about their own 
finances, he opted to go with 
a move to London.

This match could go either 
way, however. 

An uneven performance 
from Klopp’s men in last 
week’s home victory over 
league newcomers Leeds 
United will mean Lampard 
will be optimistic that his 
players can overcome the 
Reds when these two clubs 
match up again.

AMAR AZAM

Saturday
GOODBIRTHDAY
Newbury 2:15 (nap)
EQUILATERAL
Newbury 1:40

Sunday
TERMONATOR
Hamilton 4:10 (nap)
NELLIE FRENCH
Hamilton 2:40

Farringdon’s Doubles

Saturday
ADDEYBB
Ayr 1:55

Sunday
LIVE IN THE MOMENT
Chelmsford 3:00

Houseman’s Choice

WEEKEND TIPS

Get set for a tough Gold Cup

NEW BOY: Kai HavertzCHAMPION: Mo Salah

Racing Guide with Farringdon
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SPORT ON TV

Saturday
 ■ CYCLING: Tour de France, stage 20 

– Eurosport 1 11.55am and ITV4 2pm.

 ■ DARTS: World Series of Darts – 

ITV4 8pm.

 ■ FOOTBALL: Premier League, 

Everton v West Brom – BT Sport 1 

11.30am, Leeds v Fulham – BT Sport 

1 3pm, Manchester United v Crystal 

Palace – Sky Sports Premier League 

5pm; Bundesliga, Borussia Dort-

mund v Borussia Monchengladbach 

– BT Sport 1 5.15pm, Union Berlin v 

Augsburg – BT Sport/ESPN 2.30pm; 

Ligue 1, Rennes v Monaco – BT Sport 

1 7.45pm, Arsenal v West Ham – Sky 

Sports Premier League/Main Event 

8pm.

 ■ GOLF: US Open, third round – Sky 

Sports Golf 2pm.

 ■ HORSE RACING: Live racing from 

Ayr – ITV 2.25pm.

 ■ MOTO: MotoGP, Grand Prix of 

Emilia-Romagna free practice – BT 

Sport 2 8am and 12pm; World Super-

bikes, Acerbis Catalunya Round free 

practice – Eurosport 2 1.25pm.

 ■ RUGBY LEAGUE: Challenge Cup, 

Warrington v St Helens – BBC One 

2.30pm, Hull v Wigan – BBC Two 

4.30pm.

 ■ UFC: Fight Night – BT Sport 1 11pm.

Sunday
 ■ AUTO: World Rally Championship, 

Rally Turkey – BT Sport 1 7am.

 ■ BASEBALL: MLB, New York Yankees 

v Boston Red Sox – BT Sport 2 6pm, 

Oakland Athletics v San Francisco 

Giants – BT Sport/ESPN 9pm, Chi-

cago Cubs v Minnesota Twins – BT 

Sport/ESPN 12am (Mon).

 ■ CRICKET: IPL, Delhi Capitals v 

Kings XI Punjab – Sky Sports Cricket 

10.30am, Royal Challengers v Kolkata 

Knight Riders – Sky Sports Cricket 

2.30pm.

 ■ CYCLING: Tour de France, stage 21 – 

Eurosport 1 2.40pm and ITV4 3.45pm.

 ■ DARTS: World Series of Darts – 

ITV4 11.45am and 7.15pm.

 ■ FOOTBALL: Premier League, 

Southampton v Tottenham Hotspur – 

BT Sport 1 11am, Arsenal v West Ham 

– Sky Sports Premier League 1pm, 

Chelsea v Liverpool – Sky Sports 

Premier League 4pm; Bundesliga, RB 

Leipzig v Mainz – BT Sport 1 2.30pm, 

Wolfsburg v Bayer Leverkusen – BT 

Sport 1 4.45pm; Ligue 1, Nice v Paris 

St Germain – BT Sport/ESPN 12pm, 

Montpellier v Angers – BT Sport/

ESPN 2pm, Nantes v St Etienne – BT 

Sport/ESPN 4pm, Marseille v Lille – 

BT Sport/ESPN 7.45pm.

 ■ GOLF: US Open, final round – Sky 

Sports Golf 1pm.

 ■ GRIDIRON: NFL, Minnesota Vikings 

v Indianapolis Colts – Sky Sports NFL 

5pm, Baltimore Ravens v Houston 

Texans – Sky Sports NFL 9.15pm, 

Seattle Seahawks v New England 

Patriots – Sky Sports NFL 1.20am 

(Mon).

 ■ MOTO: MotoGP, Grand Prix of 

Emilia-Romagna race – BT Sport 2 

12.30pm; World Superbikes, Acerbis 

Catalunya Round Superpole – Euro-

sport 2 9.45am, Acerbis Catalunya 

Round Race Two – Eurosport 2 

12.55pm.

■ WOMEN’S TENNIS

Left hamstring injury rules 
Osaka out of French Open
by Our Sports Desk

US OPEN champion Naomi 
Osaka has pulled out of the 
French Open because of an 
injured left hamstring.

Osaka joins defending cham-
pion Ash Barty in skipping the 
French Open, which opens on 
September 27 in Paris.

In another blow to the clay 
Grand Slam, tournament 
organisers announced a fur-
ther reduction in crowd sizes, 
because of France’s worsening 
coronavirus epidemic.

The new limit, decreed by 
the Paris police department, 
is 5,000 spectators per day, 
organisers said in a statement 
late on Thursday.

They’d previously been plan-
ning for 11,500 spectators, split 
among three sites at Roland 
Garros.

“It is important for the sport-
ing, social and economic life of 
the country that a major event 
like Roland Garros can be put 
on while respecting health 
imperatives,” organisers said.

Osaka, who is ranked No 3, 
hurt the hamstring last month 

at the Western & Southern Open, 
also in New York, and withdrew 
from that tournament’s final 
because of it, then wore heavy 
tape during the US Open.

“Unfortunately I won’t be 
able to play the French Open 
this year,” Osaka said on Twit-
ter. “My hamstring is still sore 
so I won’t have time to prepare 
for the clay — these two tour-
naments came too close to each 
other for me this time.”

Osaka would not have been 
a favourite on the clay surface. 
The US Open title was her third 
major tournament title.

■ MEN’S RUGBY UNION

IRFU WARNS OF DARK DAYS AHEAD 
DUE TO COVID DRAINING FINANCES
by Our Sports Desk

THE existence of professional 
rugby in Ireland could come 
“under significant threat” next 
year if current financial fore-
casts materialise, the head of 
Irish rugby has warned.

Irish Rugby Football Union 
(IRFU) chief executive Philip 
Browne has revealed net losses 
for 2020 are expected to exceed 
€30 million (£27.38m) due to 
the impact of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The continued absence of 
spectators and subsequent loss 
of match-day revenue remains 
the key issue for the IRFU.

Browne said the governing 

body’s current financial posi-
tion is not sustainable and will 
require “significant additional 
actions” after December if 
there is no sight of supporters 
returning at that point.

He reported the union 
could go from a cash surplus 
of around £25.4m in June 2020 
to borrowings of just over £9m 
12 months later.

“The adjective ‘unprec-
edented’ has been overused 
over the past six months but 
our experience to date and his-
tory will show that, if anything, 
the description of the 2019-20 
season as being unprecedented 
is significantly understated,” 
Browne told the Irish parlia-
ment’s Covid-19 committee.

“If these projections were 
to materialise, the very exist-
ence of professional rugby on 
the island would be under sig-
nificant threat in 2021.

“Until we can admit specta-
tors in meaningful numbers 
into our stadia, and return 
to some level approaching 
self-sustainability, the whole 
rugby infrastructure built 
over the last 150 years is under 
threat.

“We will, of course, continue 
to follow guidelines in rela-
tion to this, but that support 
comes at a significant cost to 
our sport.”

It is anticipated the IRFU 
will continue to “burn” at least 
£4.5m a month, primarily on 

wages and costs, if the situation 
does not improve.

The dire financial forecasts 
come despite a series of cost-
cutting measures, including 
salary reductions of up to 20 
per cent and redundancies.

Predicted net losses of more 
than £27.38m in 2020 exclude 
10-year ticket renewal fees due 
to the IRFU, which amount to 
in excess of £29m.

The union has been una-
ble to invoice for those sums 
without supporters attending 
games.

Ireland’s Six Nations clash 
with Italy, scheduled for March 
7, was among the first mass 
gatherings to be cancelled.

Test rugby will return to 

the country next month when 
the rearranged fixture will be 
played behind closed doors in 
Dublin, before Andy Farrell’s 
side finish the postponed 
tournament against France 
in Paris.

Ireland are then scheduled 
to compete in a new eight-team 
Autumn Nations Cup.

Professional rugby returned 
to the nation last month when 
Ulster, Munster, Leinster and 
Connacht resumed the short-
ened 2019-20 Guinness Pro14 
campaign with a series of 
behind-closed-doors Inter-
Provincial games.

Leinster defeated Ulster 27-5 
in the final of the competition 
last weekend.

CONCERNED: IRFU 
CEO Phillip Browne
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Premier League
Everton West Brom, 12.30pm
Leeds United Fulham
Man Utd Crystal Palace, 5.30pm
Arsenal West Ham, 8pm
Southampton Tottenham, 12pm*
Newcastle Brighton, 2pm*
Chelsea Liverpool, 4.30pm*
Leicester Burnley, 7pm*

Championship
Nottingham Forest Cardiff, 
12.30pm
Blackburn Wycombe
Brentford Huddersfield
Luton Derby
Middlesbrough Bournemouth
Norwich City Preston
Reading Barnsley
Rotherham Millwall
Sheffield Wednesday Watford
Swansea Birmingham
Stoke Bristol City, 2pm*

League One
Wimbledon Plymouth
Blackpool Swindon
Bristol Rovers Ipswich
Burton Accrington Stanley
Charlton Doncaster Rovers
Hull City Crewe
MK Dons Lincoln
Oxford United Sunderland
Peterborough Fleetwood
Shrewsbury Northampton
Wigan Gillingham
Rochdale Portsmouth*

League Two
Carlisle United Southend, 1pm
Colchester Bolton
Crawley Scunthorpe
Exeter Port Vale
Forest Green Rovers Bradford
Grimsby Town Salford City
Harrogate Town Walsall
Leyton Orient Mansfield
Morecambe Cambridge United
Newport County Barrow
Stevenage Oldham
Tranmere Cheltenham

Women’s Prem North
Derby Loughborough, 2pm*
Huddersfield Fylde, 2pm*
Middlesbrough Hull, 2pm*
Stoke City Sheffield FC, 2pm*
Sunderland Burnley, 2pm*
West Brom Nottingham Forest, 
2pm*

Women’s Prem South
Gillingham Oxford United, 2pm*
Hounslow Crawley, 2pm*
Keynsham Town Plymouth, 2pm*
MK Dons Watford, 2pm*
Yeovil Portsmouth, 2pm*

Scottish Premiership
Celtic Livingston
Dundee United St Mirren
Kilmarnock Hamilton
St. Johnstone Ross County
Hibernian Rangers, 12pm*
Aberdeen Motherwell*

Welsh Prem
Barry Caernarfon, 2.30pm
Haverfordwest County Newtown 
AFC, 5.45pm
Bala Town FC Cefn Druids, 
2.30pm*
Connah’s Quay Nomads Penybont, 
2.30pm*
TNS Cardiff Met, 2.30pm*

All kick-offs 3pm unless noted
* denotes Sunday game

TONIGHT’S FOOTBALL

NEIL PERPLEXED 
BY FANS’ RETURN
Preston boss wants stadiums full but questions the timing due to Covid spikes
by Our Sports Desk

PRESTON boss Alex Neil admits 
he is “quite surprised” that 
plans for supporters to return 
to stadiums this weekend are 
going ahead.

The Lilywhites’ Champion-
ship clash with Neil’s old club 
Norwich at Carrow Road is 
among seven English Football 
League fixtures today set to 
have up to 1,000 fans in attend-
ance.

The fixtures are being used 
as pilot events for the reintro-
duction of supporters to ven-
ues — on a socially distanced 
basis — amid the coronavirus 
pandemic.

It will be the first time the 
English men’s professional 
leagues will have paying spec-
tators since March.

Neil was quoted by the Lan-
cashire Post as saying: “I have 
been one of the advocates of 
wanting to get fans back in as 
soon as possible.

“However, things are chang-
ing in normal life, there seems 
to be a bit of a spike again and 
I’m actually quite surprised 
they are continuing with intro-
ducing fans.

“But we would all like it back 
to normal as quickly as possible, 
providing it is safe to do so.”

Norwich striker Teemu 
Pukki told his club’s official 
website: “When we found out 
about the news that there 
would be fans, we were all 
pretty happy about it. I’ve been 
missing playing in front of the 
fans a lot.

“I hope they give us a good 
cheering from the stands and 
we will do our best on the 
pitch.”

The other Championship 
game being used as a test event 
is Middlesbrough’s encounter 
with Bournemouth at the Riv-
erside Stadium, ahead of which 
Boro boss Neil Warnock has 
tested positive for Covid-19.

With the 71-year-old now 
self-isolating, assistant Kevin 
Blackwell is set to be in charge 
in the dugout.

Bournemouth boss Jason Tin-
dall wished Warnock a speedy 
recovery at his pre-match press 
conference.

And when asked if there 
had been concerns within the 
Cherries camp about making 
the trip, with tougher coro-
navirus measures for people 
in north-east England having 
been announced, Tindall said: 
“We’ve had no players express 
those concerns to us.

“Both [club] doctors I know 
have been in regular contact, 
obviously when the news broke 

about Neil, and then with the 
fans being allowed in the sta-
dium and the surrounding 
areas with the cases that are 
going on there, the doctors 
have been in contact with each 
other and they don’t seem to be 
too concerned.

“I’m sure when we get to 
Middlesbrough they’ve got all 
the right protocols in place 
to make sure that it’s a safe 
environment for everyone to 
be in.”

Speaking ahead of Sheffield 
United’s Thursday loss to Burn-
ley, manager Chris Wilder had 
similar thoughts to Neil.

“I just don’t get where we 
are with it all, I’ve got to say, I 
haven’t got a clue.

“Am I allowed to see my nan? 
Am I allowed to see my mum? 
But then we can have 1,000 peo-
ple in a ground but we can’t 
have 15,000 and then I can’t go 
and have a pint with my mates 
unless there’s only six of us.

“So I’ve got to say I’m like 
the majority of the people in 
this country — I have not got 
a clue what’s going off, haven’t 
got a clue.

“If anybody can help me … 
I’ll try and affect that game of 
football and help with the staff 
and the boys getting a result 
but everything else, all that 
other stuff, I ain’t got a clue.”

n   EMPTY STADIUMS

n MEN’S FOOTBALL

Clubs discuss curtailment in case of lockdown
by Our Sports Desk

ENGLISH Football League (EFL) 
clubs will discuss the possibil-
ity of amending the league’s 
regulations on curtailment 
should a second wave of coro-
navirus disrupt the 2020-21 
season.

The 2019-20 League One and 
Two campaigns were cut short 
by a vote of the clubs in June 
due to the pandemic, with pro-
motion and relegation decided 
by an unweighted points-per-
game (PPG) system.

The league and its clubs will 
now discuss contingencies for 
the current campaign over the 
coming weeks, including when 
a season would be far advanced 
enough to apply promotion and 

relegation, and whether PPG 
or a different system would 
be used to calculate final posi-
tions.

In a Q&A about fans return-
ing to stadiums, the EFL wrote: 
“Behind the scenes, the EFL will 

continue discussions with all 
EFL clubs later this month to 
consider if there is a need for 
increased regulation to deter-
mine what might happen in 
future in the event of a future 
outbreak or period of sustained 
postponement.

“Considerations such as at 
what point a season can be con-
sidered ‘valid’ or ‘complete’ and 
when it is voided will be dis-
cussed, as will potential issues 
of who makes the decision to 
ultimately curtail and on what 
basis, ie the application of PPG, 
will also be factored into these 
discussions in order to provide 
further clarity.”

The EFL said it was impor-
tant there was a “unified” 
approach with the Premier 
League.

PPG proved controversial in 
the summer, with Tranmere 
chairman Mark Palios a par-
ticularly vocal opponent.

The idea of these fresh dis-
cussions is to give clubs the 
opportunity to revisit and add 
to the regulations if they wish 
to.

Premier League chief execu-
tive Richard Masters said last 
week that no agreement had 
been reached among its clubs 
about the point in a season at 
which curtailment rather than 
voiding should be applied.

“What the clubs did agree 
with was a set of principles 
which would make curtail-
ment an option of last resort 
— I think that’s important,” 
he said.

“Finishing the season is 

the No 1 priority. The formula 
we came up with for playing 
matches behind closed doors 
was pretty successful and is 
now enshrined as one of the 
things you would have to go 
through before you reached 
curtailment.

“But the issue of a cut-off 
point or a number of matches 
to be played for a season to be 
valid was not agreed.”


