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n EDUCATION

STUDENTS ‘GOING 
WITHOUT FOOD’ AT 
LOCKED-DOWN UNIS
by Peter Lazenby

STUDENTS have been trapped 
in their lodgings by security 
guards and are going without 
food, living in disgusting con-
ditions, the National Union of 
Students warned yesterday.

At the start of autumn term, 
thousands of university stu-
dents have been forced into 
lockdown and self-isolation 
for two weeks in their halls of 
residence.

NUS president Larissa Ken-
nedy said that students nation-
wide were reporting “security 
guards outside blocks where 
students are being kept, stop-
ping people from leaving, com-
ing and going.

“Where students are being 
discouraged from getting deliv-
eries and told by the university 
that they’ll deliver food and 
that delivery has not arrived, 

they’ve gone for the day with-
out food.”

Some students were even 
worried “where the next toilet 
roll is coming from,” Ms Ken-
nedy told ITV’s Good Morning 
Britain.

“It just feels like these are 
disgusting conditions for stu-
dents to have been trapped in,” 
she said.

Her accusations came as the 
union leadership of more than 
100,000 university and college 
lecturers called for the insti-
tutions to switch to online 
teaching.

The University & College 
Union (UCU) said the govern-
ment has a duty to “protect 
students’ education and stop 
any further damage to com-
munity health.”

The union has written to 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
calling for speedy action and “a 
clear policy that the majority 

of teaching should be online.” 
The UCU also called for stu-

dents to be allowed to return 
home if they wish without fear 
of financial penalty for leaving 
student accommodation.

Outbreaks of Covid-19 infec-
tions have been reported at 
rising numbers of universities 
in England and Scotland since 
students returned.

UCU general secretary Jo 
Grady said: “Given the rapidly 
changing situation and the 
increasing Covid outbreaks, 
now is the time for swift action 
and to move the majority of 
universities’ work online.

“We are not prepared to 
take chances with the health 
and safety of students, staff or 
local communities.”

Preventing university stu-
dents from returning home 
“looks even more like a cynical 
effort to extract accommoda-
tion fees and then worry about 

CRISIS: Security guards bar anyone from leaving halls of residence

n ECONOMY

JUNIOR Health Minister 
Helen Whatley was criti-
cised yesterday for claim-
ing that there is no need 
for government to save jobs 
in industries where there 
“isn’t work at the moment.”

Ms Whatley was asked 
how someone who works 
in a nightclub or a theatre 
closed due to the coronavi-
rus pandemic would ben-
efit from Chancellor Rishi 
Sunak’s new scheme.

The scheme, which 
replaces the furlough 
scheme from November 1, 
offers a limited top-up to 
wages if workers work at 
least a third of their hours.

Describing nightlife 
industry workers, Sky News 
presenter Kay Burley said: 
“They’re not earning any 
money, so they’re not going 
to get any money at all from 
the government, are they?”

Ms Whatley said: “It 
doesn’t make sense to 
continue supporting jobs 
where there simply isn’t 
work at the moment. We’ve 
got to support people where 
they can be working.”

Wes Streeting, Labour’s 
shadow Exchequer secre-
tary to the Treasury, said: 
“We’re back to the worst 
days of Thatcher’s sink-or-
swim mentality. And just 
like in the 1980s, it’s people 
on the lowest incomes in 
the north and the Midlands 
who will pay the highest 
price.”

He added that Mr Sunak 
should incentivise bosses to 
keep staff on.

Minister on 
back foot 
over Sunak 
job scheme

n WELFARE 

Labour raps Tories 
for £1.7bn failure in 
childcare support 
by Lamiat Sabin
Parliamentary reporter

LABOUR accused the gov-
ernment yesterday of “serial 
incompetence” after it was 
revealed that it underspent on 
tax-free childcare support for 
parents in work by at least £1.7 
billion over the last three years. 

The new Department for 
Education figures were revealed 
in response to a written parlia-
mentary question from Tulip 
Siddiq, shadow minister for 
children and early years.

Just one in six parents who 
were eligible for tax-free child-
care support have claimed it, 
HMRC data published earlier 
this year found. More families 
would have benefited if they 
had been aware of the scheme 
and how to use it.

Half of parents of chil-
dren under five told 
researchers that the 
government has not 
done enough to pub-
licise the scheme 
and support par-
ents in accessing 
childcare during 
the pandemic, 
according to a 
survey by the 
Early Years Alli-
ance in August.

And more 
than half (51 
per cent) of 
mothers sur-
veyed in July 
by cam-

paign group Pregnant Then 
Screwed said that they did 
not have adequate childcare 
in place to allow them to do 
their jobs.

The government plans to 
spend £2.1bn more on the 
scheme until 2024 but still has 
“no credible plan” for ensuring 
every family eligible benefits 
from the support, Labour says.

Ms Siddiq said: “With around 
half of parents struggling to 
access childcare and the sector 
on the brink of collapse, it beg-
gars belief that ministers have 
repeatedly failed to get support 
to every family who needs it.”

There were 14,000 fewer 
childcare providers in Eng-
land in March this year than 
in March 2015, and the total 
number declined by 500 in the 
first three months of this year, 
Ofsted statistics show.

lamiatsabin@peoples-
press.com

‘IT BEGGARS 
BELIEF’: 

Labour 
shadow 
minister  

Tulip  
Siddiq

INCARCERATED: Mia Winrow (left), 
Natasha Kutscheruk (centre) and 
Niamh Morrow, who are among 
hundreds of students forced to 
self-isolate at Manchester Metropolitan 
University’s Birley Hall after 127 of them 
tested positive for coronavirus
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n  WESTMINSTER

Parliament bows to anger 
over bar curfew exemption
by Lamiat Sabin
Parliamentary reporter

PARLIAMENT was forced to 
make an embarrassing U-turn 
yesterday, driven by public 
anger over its bars and restau-
rants being exempt from the 
10pm curfew.

MPs, peers and parliamen-
tary staff would have been 
allowed to continue drink-
ing past 10pm in the Palace of 
Westminster because its water-
ing holes had been classed as 
“workplace canteens” under 
PM Boris Johnson’s coronavi-
rus rules.

Hospitality businesses across 
England have had to close 
at 10pm under regulations 

imposed from Thursday in a 
supposed bid to slow the spread 
of the virus.

After the outcry from the 
public and MPs from all par-
ties, Parliament announced its 
U-turn with immediate effect. 
Commons Speaker Sir Lindsay 
Hoyle is understood to have 
made the decision not to serve 
alcohol in any Commons bars 
beyond 10pm last week, but the 
rule was made clear yesterday 
— the first Monday in which 
proceedings were likely to run 
past that hour.

Catering facilities will, how-
ever, continue to serve food 
when the House is sitting after 
10pm.

One venue in the House of 
Lords was planning to use the 

exemption to serve alcohol 
alongside food after 10pm, but 
this was now being ruled out.

Before the U-turn, MPs com-
plained that they were not 
being held to the same laws as 
the public.

The SNP’s Ronnie Cowan 
tweeted: “One rule for the 
public and another for West-
minster (sounds familiar).”

Labour’s Dawn Butler had 
described the exemption as 
outrageous, adding: “It’s one 
rule for MPs, one rule for eve-
ryone else.”

And Labour’s Rupa Huq had 
said: “Hypocritical Parliament 
follows no rules that everyone 
else must. 

“Nightly, hundreds of MPs 
queue up for over 1km with 

no social distancing to vote, 
ignoring the ‘rule of six,’ and 
now it’s watering holes exempt 
from 10pm curfew that’s killing 
hospitality sector.”

Food-and-drink businesses 
have warned that their income 
will be jeopardised by the 10pm 
curfew and Greater Manchester 
Mayor Andy Burnham called 
for an urgent review yesterday, 
warning the curfew may be 
doing “more harm than good”.

He said that people have 
been piling onto public trans-
port, continuing their social-
ising at home and queueing 
outside supermarkets that were 
“packed out to the rafters” to 
buy more alcohol once bars and 
pubs had closed.

lamiatsabin@peoples-press.com

what to do,” Ms Grady added.
Nicola Dandridge, chief exec-

utive of the Office for Students 
(OfS), the higher-education reg-
ulator in England, said it would 
be “looking very closely” at the 
quality of education being pro-
vided by institutions.

Manchester Metropolitan 
University said it could not 

stop students under Covid-19 
lockdown leaving their accom-
modation but that it expected 
them to follow self-isolation 
guidance. On Sunday, it said 
that foundation-year and first-
year students will switch to 
online learning for the next 
14 days.

peterlazenby@peoples-press.com

SILENT FURY: Signs on the window of a student’s room at Birley Hall

n SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN 

Activists attack crackdown in Turkey
by Steve Sweeney

BRITAIN-BASED campaign 
group the Kurdistan Solidar-
ity Campaign describes the 
continued oppression of Tur-
key’s opposition HDP as “one 
of the biggest attacks on a legal 
political party since the second 
world war.”

The HDP (the Peoples’ 
Democratic Party) has been 
relentlessly targeted by Turk-
ish President Tayyip Erdogan, 
with members and senior fig-
ures thrown behind bars and 

criminalised, but last week, 
this campaign of repression 
was increased with the jailing 
of 20 senior members of the 
pro-Kurdish party.

“HDP is the key to unlocking 
democracy in Turkey and end-
ing Erdogan’s war on Kurds in 
Syria and Iraq and his support 
for jihadist terror groups that 
are bringing instability to the 
Middle East,” the group said in 
a statement. “We must break 
the silence and make Turkey a 
pariah state.”

The campaign group also 
called on the British govern-

ment to stop arms sales to 
Turkey, having licensed £806 
million worth of weapons to 
the country since 2016. 

Speaking to the Morning 
Star in the Maxmur Kurdish 
refugee camp in northern 
Iraq, where hundreds attended 
a demonstration yesterday in 
solidarity with the victims of 
Mr Erdogan’s onslaught, co-
ordinator of the Ishtar Wom-
en’s Association Nuran Sezgin 
also called for Britain to place 
sanctions on Turkey and to stop 
arms sales.

With Turkey currently facing 

an economic crisis, Ms Sezgin 
said this would force its govern-
ment to “reverse its attacks on 
democracy and turn away from 
its destructive foreign policy.

“The attacks on the HDP 
are an extension of the Turk-
ish state war on Kurds, the 
attack on Kobane [in northern 
Syria] and its support for Isis 
and jihadist terror groups,” Ms 
Sezgin said. 

Since 2015, some 16,000 HDP 
members and  supporters have 
been arrested and 5,000 sent to 
prison, the party said. 

stevesweeney@peoples-press.com

n TRANSPORT

RAIL workers in Scotland 
are to hold last-ditch talks 
with bosses of the renowned 
Caledonian Sleeper service 
before strike action begins 
on Sunday.

The service, between 
London’s Euston station 
and destinations in Scot-
land including Edinburgh, 
Glasgow and Inverness, is 
operated by disgraced pri-
vateer Serco.

The firm has been fined 
millions of pounds for 
making false claims for 
payments on government 
contracts.

Rail union RMT says 
Serco’s rail operation is 

so badly run that safety is 
being jeopardised and that 
workers are overworked 
to the point of dangerous 
fatigue.

Two 48-hour strikes are 
planned to start this Sun-
day and Sunday October 11.

RMT general secretary 
Mick Cash said: “We have 
a chance to broker a settle-
ment on Wednesday but the 
ball is now firmly in Serco’s 
court and the clock is tick-
ing.”

He called on Serco “to 
respond in a meaningful 
and positive way to the 
serious safety issues at the 
heart of this dispute.”

RMT makes last bid to avert 
Caledonian Sleeper walkout

n COURTS 

Labour’s Claudia Webbe 
facing prosecution
LEICESTER Labour MP Claudia 
Webbe has been charged with 
harassment, prosecutors said 
yesterday.

Ms Webbe is due to appear at 
Westminster magistrates’ court 
on November 11 to face one 
count of harassment between 
September 1 2018 and April 26 
2020.

Jenny Hopkins, from the 
CPS, said: “The CPS has today 
decided that Claudia Webbe, 
MP for Leicester East, should 
be charged with an offence of 
harassment against one female.

“The CPS made the decision 
after receiving a file of evidence 
from the Metropolitan Police.

“Criminal proceedings 
against Ms Webbe are now 
active and she has the right to 
a fair trial.

“It is extremely important 
that there should be no report-

ing, commentary or sharing 
of information online which 
could in any way prejudice 
these proceedings.”

ads@peoples-press.comADVERTISE HERE 
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N
EXT week 
sees the start 
of Challenge 
Poverty Week 
co - ord inated 
by the Scottish 

Poverty Alliance. Their key 
message is that “as we plan 
our economic recovery, we 
must redesign our economy 
to reflect the values of justice 
and compassion we all share.”

This reflects the view, widely 
held among Scotland’s civil soci-
ety and campaigning organisa-
tions, that recovery must not 
mean going back to the place 
we were before the pandemic.

That place is a Scotland 
where the two richest fami-
lies now have as much wealth 
as the poorest 20 per cent of 
the population, while Scot-
land’s richest twenty fami-
lies are wealthier than the  
bottom 30 per cent of the pop-
ulation combined. Low pay is 
endemic and work is insecure 
for hundreds of thousands of 
people.

Some 619,000 households 
live in fuel poverty including 
279,000 households living in 
extreme fuel poverty.

The pandemic is exacerbat-
ing this perilous situation. 
Coronavirus may not techni-
cally discriminate on the lines 
of class — but its effects are 
clearly exacerbated by imbal-
ances of income, wealth and 
power.

One of the ironies of Scot-
land’s unjust society is that 
essential workers can barely 
afford essentials. Despite boast-
ing of having spent £160 billion 
this year to stem the jobs cri-
sis, it is obvious that the Tories 
consider such spending a neces-
sary evil.

Last week’s additional £3.6 
billion over six months may 
well save some jobs, but it is 
clear the Chancellor’s heart is 
not really in it. He dithered for 
too long in the summer, spark-
ing redundancies in many sec-
tors of the economy.

When the scheme was 
finally announced, the expec-
tation that employers will  
routinely stump up additional 
monies to pay for workers to 
stay at home ignores the pre-
carious nature of so many 
employment contracts and the 
zero-hours and fire-and-rehire 
culture particularly prevalent 
in the sectors it is trying to 
help.

Some £3.6 billion may sound 
like a hefty sum, but it is in all 
truth small beer compared to 
the challenges we face.

Even if Rishi Sunak’s sticking 
plaster announcement of last 
week was of the scale required 
to safeguard enough jobs — 
maybe closer to the German 
Kurzarbeit scheme — it would 
still be far less than half of the 
picture.

Acting to retain these low-
paid jobs in the service sector 
may be necessary, but it is no 
way to organise an economy. 
Sunak was wrong not to bring 
forward a budget alongside his 
emergency job support pack-
age and it should have been 
a budget to create new, good 
quality jobs.

This week the STUC is pub-

lishing “The People’s Recovery: 
A new track for the Scottish 
economy.” The paper combines 
short-term measures to rebuild 
our economy with medium 
and longer-term measures to 
create a democratic and green 
economy and a society in which 
workers and their families have 
fair work, decent housing and 
a proper safety net.

It calls for a fundamental 
rethink on the purposes of 
growth and the introduction 
of urgent measures such as a 
National Care Service, a green 
stimulus package, sectoral col-
lective bargaining and demo-
cratic public ownership.

Given that the private sector 
has shown itself to be woefully 
inadequate to meet the chal-
lenge of the crisis, government 
intervention is at the heart of 
our proposals.

A number of our proposals 
clearly require government to 
borrow to invest and for a deci-

sive move towards more wealth 
taxes and progressive taxation 
to fund public services and pay 
increases.Our research reveals 
that investing £13 billion over 
two years in clean transport 
and clean infrastructure would 
create over 140,000 jobs in Scot-
land. £13 billion is a very sig-
nificant sum of money, but it 
is spending that would come 
with massive medium and long-
term economic rewards as well 
as making a significant contri-
bution to tackling greenhouse 
gas emissions.

However, many of our other 
policy proposals would save 
money by taking back the prof-
its and asset building inherent 
in private-sector delivery and 
the failed financialised capital-
ist model.

A Scottish national care ser-
vice would see public money 
recycled into better care and 
into decent pay for carework-
ers. 

A recovery programme 
for Scotland’s workers
A new report from the Scottish Trades Union Congress calls for the introduction  
of a national care service to support the NHS, a green stimulus package, sectoral 
collective bargaining and democratic public ownership, reports ROZ FOYER

£3.6 billion may 
sound like a 
hefty sum, but 
it is in all truth 
small beer 
compared to 
the challenges 
we face

“

RECOVERY FOR ALL: Scotland 
needs measures to rebuild a 
democratic, green economy and 
a society in which workers and 
their families have decent work, 
housing and welfare

NEWS that Donald Trump paid no federal tax in 10 of the 
last 15 years will likely be met with a shrug in Britain.

The US President has made such a meal out of not releas-
ing his tax returns — he will, he won’t, they’re none of 
anyone else’s business, they can’t be released as they’re 
being audited, voters aren’t interested. Nobody who has 
followed this saga could conclude that the tax returns show 
the president as a good citizen.

The New York Times revelations, which Trump decries as 
inaccurate, are only significant as a symbol of the divorce 
between the transnational super-rich and ordinary people 
who can no more determine the amount of tax they pay 
than live wherever they like.

Trump’s comic-book-style exploitation of his office for 
personal gain — charging the secret service a fortune to 
protect him when this requires accommodation at his hotels 
or golf courses, for example — should not distract from the 
fact that private profit and public office are now inextricably 
intertwined in Britain no less than in the United States. 

You cannot prove corruption in circumstances like the gov-
ernment handing PPE supply contracts worth tens of millions to 
Meller Designs Limited, a firm co-owned by a major Tory donor.

Or, to go back a few years, in Theresa May’s husband 
Philip’s investment firm Capital Group making a killing, 
because of its shareholdings in arms manufacturers Lock-
heed Martin and BAE Systems, from her administration’s 
decision to bomb Syria in April 2018. 

Or, taking a longer trip down memory lane, in Tony Blair’s 
health secretary Patricia Hewitt taking up a retirement post 
as a non-executive director at private healthcare corporation 
Bupa, one of the firms she welcomed into the “NHS Partners 
Network” in 2006 to deliver NHS services for a profit.

You cannot prove corruption. But, like Trump’s tax 
returns, they speak of a networked elite whose interests 
are not ours. Social cohesion relies on the idea that those 
at the top have some shared interest with everybody else. 

Often this relies on ignorance of the real motives of the 
people who rule us — which is why the publication by 
revolutionary Russia of the first world war’s “secret trea-
ties” were so damaging to European ruling classes, just as 
nearly a century later the Panama papers caused outrage 
as people realised that Britain’s prime minister and even 
the Queen were beneficiaries of tax evasion.

Tax evasion was a big topic during the early years of 
“austerity” Britain — it spoke to the injustice sensed by 
ordinary    people realising the rich were not required to 
make sacrifices like everyone else.

It even led to a consumer boycott of Starbucks that tan-
gibly hit the company’s profits, and it fed the narrative of 
the 99 per cent and the 1 per cent that helped give birth to 
the socialist revival known as Corbynism.

But the racket continues, and the risk now is that the per-
vasive sense that those who rule us are all in it for themselves 
leads not to a collective struggle to throw off the parasites 
but to apathy and political disengagement. 

An assumption that politicians’ promises cannot be 
trusted seriously damaged Corbyn’s Labour, once its con-
voluted Brexit manoeuvring killed off its reputation for 
“straight-talking, honest politics.” It explains why a mani-
festo packed with policies commanding overwhelming pub-
lic support failed to cut ice across huge regions of Britain. 

The defeat of that project makes the risk of mass “political 
lapse” even higher. Pointing to the undoubted corruption 
and worthlessness of the likes of Trump is not a sufficient 
argument for an alternative. 

The left’s path to renewed credibility doesn’t rest on par-
liamentary votes or policy statements — let alone vague and 
ahistorical waffle about “values,” as preferred by Labour’s 
new leadership. 

It rests on engagement, activism and organisation. On dem-
onstrating, through mobilising to defend jobs, homes, high 
streets, communities, that a different kind of world can exist.

Trump’s tax returns, 
trust and public 
confidence in change

Star comment
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T
HIS week’s ann
ouncement from 
Rishi Sunak about 
how the govern
ment would move 

on from the furlough scheme 
was too little, too late and it 
will not stop a jobs and liv
ing standards catastrophe on 
a scale many of us have never 
experienced before.

As John McDonnell tweeted 
on Thursday, “it’s clear from 
Sunak’s announcement today 
that the Tories are willing to 
countenance large numbers 
of job losses [and] clearly they 
believe it’s a price worth pay
ing.”

As the former shadow 
chancellor also added: “This 
is archaic economics when a 
Marshallstyle plan is needed 
from government to aim for 
a full employment economy.”

We then need to both fight 
for every job and put forward 
proposals to protect and create 
jobs.

In response to the govern
ment’s disastrous and con
tinuing failure to put people 
and health first throughout 
the pandemic — which is 
now approaching a danger
ous second wave — it is vital 
that we link up across labour 
and progressive movements, 
including within the Labour 
Party, to set a different policy 
agenda and buildup resistance 
to the Tories.

As part of this response, 
Labour MPs Jeremy Corbyn, 
John McDonnell, Apsana 
Begum, Richard Burgon, Ian 
Lavery, Kate Osborne, Bell 
RibeiroAddy and Claudia 
Webbe have supported a Peo
ple’s Plan circulated by the 
Labour Assembly Against Aus
terity and currently signed by 
over 9,000 Labour Party mem
bers.

With the Tories failing to 
take the action needed to 
defend jobs and livelihoods, 
this campaigning couldn’t be 
more timely or important.

It reads as below and we hope 
it provides a basis for unity, dis
cussion and action across the 
movement.

 
A People’s Plan

 
The economic crisis we now 

face is set to be the worst any 
of us have experienced. We 
urgently need to transform our 
economy and society to ensure 
that people’s jobs, livelihoods 
and health come before private 
profit.

 
Defend living  
standards and jobs: 
invest in our future

The fight to prevent soaring 
unemployment is paramount. 
We need to build a movement 
that demands the government 
takes the action needed to cre
ate fullemployment with well
paid secure jobs for all.

This will need massive, 
sustained investment in our 
infrastructure, in council hous
ing, transport, public services, 
industry and beyond.

We must eradicate financial 
insecurity through a minimum 
earnings guarantee at a decent 
level, ensure Statutory Sick Pay 
at living wage levels, support 
for renters and build a Social 
Security System that is univer
sal and not punitive.

The crisis has shown we 
need trade unions more than 
ever. Greater union rights 
and freedoms will help end 
the exploitative zerohour 
and precarious contracts 
that dominate our economy, 
save jobs and give workers a 
proper say in their workplace. 

Rebuilding to tackle 
the climate catastro-
phe and achieve social 
justice

 
We must rebuild in a way that 
tackles the existential threat 
of climate breakdown with 
ambitious, redistributive poli
cies that put jobs, equality and 
improving people’s lives first. 
Research shows £85bn invest
ment in green infrastructure 
could help create 1.24 million 
jobs in 2 years.

The state must urgently 
invest to create highquality 
green jobs and technologies 
through a Green New Deal, pro
viding a just, environmentally 
sustainable transition of our 
industries and infrastructure 
by safeguarding the employ
ment of all.

 
Universal, publicly 
owned services

 
Our public services provided 
the vital support needed during 
the pandemic. But this crisis 
also sharply exposed how a dec
ade of austerity and privatisa
tion has left them at breaking 
point. We need to rebuild them 
to be the world class services 
our communities deserve creat
ing hundreds of thousands of 
socially useful jobs at the same 
time. Only public ownership 
and universality will ensure 

access to our public services.
Our transport system should 

be integrated and upgraded, 
with the railways and buses 
publicly owned and education 
properly funded and free for 
all. NHS underfunding, staff 
shortages and privatisation 
must end. We urgently need 
a public, universal social care 
service.

 
Equality for all

 
This pandemic has shone a 
spotlight on the deep struc
tural inequalities in our society. 
Now is the time for real change. 
The dismantling of systematic 
inequality and liberation for all 
must be at the heart of how we 
rebuild better.

The Black Lives Matter move
ment has rightly pushed the 
structural racism to the top of 
the political agenda. Real gov
ernment action, not just words, 
is now needed.

Women and disabled peo
ple have already seen a rolling 
back of equality gains under the 
Tories and these risk being fur
ther undermined, while LGBT+ 
people face a reactionary govern
ment which is not afraid to use 
the tactics of divide and rule. 

We must demand an end to 
the scapegoating of disabled 
people on benefits.

 ■ Visit bit.ly/planforthepeople.

A recovery programme 
for Scotland’s workers

Working towards a 
new ‘People’s Plan’

A national Scottish construc
tion company would break with 
the model which saw Carillion 
collapse at a cost to the tax
payer of £148 million and with 
the loss of thousands of jobs.

Scottish households are cur
rently subsidising energy com
panies to scatter jobs globally 
rather than support local sup
ply chains with knockon reve
nue benefits for the exchequer.

Equally, finance is currently 
being drained out of local econ
omies by corporations. Local 
councils lack the powers, the 
finance and all too often the 
will, to commit to community 
wealth building.

Community wealth building 
would involve an expanded 
role for publicsector invest
ment, under the collective 
guidance of local communi
ties. Fair work, progressive  
procurement and the socially 
productive use of land and 
property could be institution

alised. The Youth Guarantee, 
in large part aimed at creat
ing new jobs for young people, 
could be tied to local authority 
led public works programmes.

Fully implementing the 
programme laid out by us in 
The People’s Recovery would 
require concerted action by 
governments north and south 
of the border and, even then, 
it would not happen overnight.

But action can start now to 
put us on a different track,  
by taking action to combat 
Scotland’s renewables jobs cri
sis, moving to national collec
tive bargaining in key sectors 
such as care and implementing 
a decent pay rise for workers. 

As we move towards next 
year’s Scottish Parliament elec
tions these are the some of the 
key issues we will be campaign
ing on.

 ■ Roz Foyer is general secretary of 
the Scottish Trades Union Congress.

A new report from the Scottish Trades Union Congress calls for the introduction  
of a national care service to support the NHS, a green stimulus package, sectoral 
collective bargaining and democratic public ownership, reports ROZ FOYER

TOGETHER FOR THE FUTURE: Labour MPs (from left to right) Diane Abbott, Ian Lavery, Kate Osamor and Jeremy Corbyn have all backed the plan

Labour members are organising to take the 
fight to the Tories and to unite around a series 
of demands for real change, write the 
LABOUR AGAINST AUSTERITY team
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H
A L L O W E E N 
may be fast 
approaching, 
but you don’t 
have to wait 
until October 

31 for a truly scary tale. 
Damning reports and allega-

tions have come out detailing 
the nightmarish conditions at 
immigration detention camps 
in the United States. 

Things were already bad 
inside the centres, but the situ-
ation is now exacerbated by a 
deadly global pandemic. 

Unfortunately, this is a hor-
ror story that has the potential 
to extend well past November 3 
if major change does not occur.

In the past six months, peo-
ple of the US have had to deal 
with a record-breaking 200,000 
deaths due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, skyrocketing unem-
ployment, Republican disinfor-
mation tactics and fear about 
the survival of the physical 
world as we know it. 

Seemingly lost from this cen-
tre stage filled with tragedies 
is the ongoing battle against 
human rights violations hap-
pening across the country in 
immigrant detention camps.

The issue has all but disap-
peared from the front pages of 
the corporate press, but as the 
nation marches towards what 
is perhaps the most important 
election of our lifetime, it is an 
issue that cannot be ignored. 

That is because it is inter-
twined with many of the lib-
erties voters will be fighting to 
hold on to.

The ‘uterus collector’

In recent weeks, an explo-
sive whistleblower complaint 
made headlines when former 
nurse Dawn Wooten came 
forward with testimony alleg-
ing forced hysterectomies and 
medical neglect at an Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) detention centre in Irwin 
County, Georgia. 

Wooten detailed the ques-
tionable gynaecological proce-
dures women detainees there 
were subjected to.

“The uterus collector” is 
what Wooten said fellow nurses 
would call the off-site doctor 
that performed the surgeries. 

The whistleblower com-
plaint, filed with the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s 
office of the inspector general 
(OIG) with the help of attor-
neys from the Government 
Accountability Project, paints 
a gruesome picture of medical 
malpractice and fear.

One could sensationalise the 
complaint and boil it down to 
an individual “bad” doctor and 
a facility that is an outlier to 
the other detention camps in 
the United States. 

We could champion the fact 
that Democratic lawmakers 
have come out calling for an 
investigation of the facility, just 
as they have done in the past 
regarding one too many reports 
of sexual assault at other deten-
tion centres.

Yet, to do this, one would 
have to fall into the line of 
thinking that detention cen-
tres, as they are, are normal 

within the realms of what we 
consider democracy. And that 
reining in a few bad apples will 
get these centres back on track.

One would have to accept 
that numerous privately owned 
detention facilities across the 
country holding thousands 
of men, women and children 
for long lengths of time, often 
without due process, legal 
counsel and family contact, are 
OK. And that effectively mak-
ing prisoners out of a group 
of people who have not been 
sentenced by any court of law 
is what we’ve always done.

The fact of the matter is this 
system didn’t exist 30 years ago.

By looking at both past his-
tory and the ongoing reports of 
human rights abuses at these 
facilities, it becomes clear that 
the inhumane treatment at 
these camps has been decades 
in the making, that it is is sys-
temic and that it’s connected 
to the drive for profit at the 
expense of human life.

The growth of a multi-
billion-dollar industry

Up until 1979, the number of 
immigrants held in detention 
centres hovered around 3,000 
detainees. 

All of this began to change in 
the 1980s. Republican president 
Ronald Reagan began using 
detention facilities as part of 
his effort to deny Haitian refu-
gees entry into the US under 
what could be inferred as anti-
black prejudice. 

In 1988, the practice of man-
datory detention of immigrants 
with criminal records was 
implemented. 

This detention would be 
automatic without considera-
tion to an individual’s circum-
stances.

What followed in the 1990s 
was the wholesale criminalisa-
tion of immigrants through a 
number of policies that resulted 
in harsher conditions and a 
higher number of detainees. 

The Anti-terrorism and 
Effective Death Penalty Act 

(AEDPA) and the Illegal Immi-
grant Reform and Immigrant 
Responsibility Act (IIRIRA) of 
1996, passed by a Republican 
Congress and signed by Demo-
cratic president Bill Clinton, 
expanded mandatory detention.

In 2003, ICE was established 
under the guise of promoting 
“public safety and national 
security” by getting rid of all 
“removable aliens” from the 
United States. 

This shift was given space to 
flourish through the so-called 
“war on terror” implemented 
after the World Trade Centre 
attacks of September 11 2001.

With roots in racist crimi-
nalisation and draconian laws, 
all that was needed to complete 
the machine were companies 
who saw an opportunity to 
make a profit.

Enter private companies like 
CoreCivic Inc (originally known 
as Corrections Corporation of 

America) and you’ve got what 
the Centre for American Pro-
gress deemed an industry fuelled 
by for-profit prison corporations 
with an “incentive to detain.”

Just as private companies 
began making revenue in the 
prison industry, so too did they 
seek to profit from immigrant 
detention to help fill their beds. 

In 2016, 73 per cent of immi-
gration detention beds were 
run by private prison compa-
nies. 

These companies have made 
billions of dollars. They are able 
to do this through contracts 
with the United States govern-
ment, paid for with taxpayer 
dollars, that ensure guaranteed 
quotas for a minimum number 
of detainee beds filled each 
night.

According to an American 
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 
report, the number of immi-
grants held in detainment 

facilities between 1995 and 
2016 quadrupled. 

The detained population has 
grown from 7,475 to 32,985 on 
average per day.

The biggest increase in this 
multibillion-dollar detention 
industry, however, has taken 
place under President Donald 
Trump. 

Sinking his clutches into an 
already destructive system, 
Trump in the past four years 
has used the detention of immi-
grant people to line the pockets 
of corporations and appeal to 
the racism in the segment of his 
base that longs for an America 
that upholds white supremacy.

If Trump is given another 
four years, he has made it clear 
that he will continue on this 
path to the detriment of all 
working people.

Trump, Covid-19 
and the future

Trump came into office play-
ing on xenophobic sentiments 
that certain kinds of immi-
grants were violent criminals 
taking the jobs of hard-working 
US citizens. 

He used scapegoating tactics 
that caused division in order 
to justify his expansion of the 
detention industry.

In the past three years, the 
Trump administration has 
expanded the infrastructure 
of detention by more than 50 
per cent. This has resulted in an 
average of over 50,000 people 
being held in 2019, according 
to the ACLU. 

In February of this year, 
Trump requested yet another 
massive increase in funding 
for ICE of $10.4 billion for the 
year 2021.

The detention industry has 
patchwork regulation when 
it comes to the safety of the 
human beings they imprison. 

The already imperfect ICE 
National Detention Standards 
(NDS), designed to govern how 
immigrants are treated, were 
weakened further earlier this 
year. And during the global cor-
onavirus pandemic, the state 
of the detention system has 
proven absolutely disastrous.

Covid-19 has put a grisly spot-
light on the inhumane condi-
tions detained immigrants are 
subjected to. 

Cramming dozens of detain-
ees into common areas has 
made the Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention recom-
mendations on social distanc-
ing impossible to implement. 

So far, nearly 6,000 detainees 
have tested positive for Covid-
19, according to ICE. 

This is a number that many 
immigrant rights advocacy 
groups believe to be undercoun-
ted, given that a June report by 
the Office of Inspector General 
revealed just how unprepared 
and ill-equipped ICE was to 
test detainees or manage an 
outbreak.

Immigrants being held in 
these facilities are staging hun-
ger strikes and other forms of 

American horror story 
of the 21st century: 
US immigration 
detention centres
The inhumane treatment at migrant camps is systemic and has been  
decades in the making. But behind the human misery lies the drive  
for profit, writes CHAUNCEY K ROBINSON

SHOCK REVELATIONS: Dawn 
Wooten (left), a nurse who blew 
the whistle on surgeries being 
performed without consent at a 
detention centre in Georgia, 
protests against conditions at 
the immigration jail
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O
N Wednesday 
S e p t e m b e r 
9, I moved to 
Manchester to 
start my crea-
tive writing 

degree at Manchester Metro-
politan University. 

Obviously, amid a global 
pandemic, I was sceptical 
about making such a big deci-
sion, but, when life began to 
head in an upwards, “normal” 
direction in July and August, 
I felt reassured in my choice. 

I mean — they wouldn’t 
allow thousands of students 

to move into university if 
it wasn’t safe to do so, 

would they?
Actually, as it turns 

out, they would. 
My first two 

weeks here have 
been exactly what 

I had hoped for — I 
mean, not exactly. 

The sweet dream of 
a fun-filled, crazy 
“freshers” experience 
was quickly flattened. 

Nevertheless, with noth-
ing to compare the traditional 
party week against, I’d say we 
managed to make the most of 
the situation. 

Flat parties made a quick 
return, some flats hosting up 
to 50 students in their kitchen. 

Things quickly got pretty 
wild, but, really, what do you 
expect? 

Freshers students to move 
to a new city and spend their 
time alone in prison cell rooms, 
adhering to social distancing 
measures? I mean, come on…

The buzz of excitement came 
to a sudden end this week as 
more and more students began 
isolating due to symptoms, 
positive tests or flatmates with 
positive tests. 

Last night, at 5pm, the 
accommodation halls sur-
rounding mine were forced 
into lockdown. 

I walked down to the main 
door of my building and was 
greeted by a security guard 
who told me that my building 
was locking down. 

He told me I had to quickly 
go to the shop and buy any-

thing that I needed. (This guy 
actually told me to stock up on 
alcohol and cigarettes, and so, 
obviously, I did.) 

The pressure was immense, 
I was literally told to run to the 
shop to buy anything I may 
need for the next two weeks. 

I won’t tell you exactly what 
I did panic buy, that would be 
purely embarrassing. 

Anyway, £40 later, I stum-
bled back to my flat, bags of 
alcohol in hand, emotionally 
taking in the outdoors, know-
ing this would be my last time 
outside for a couple of weeks. 

When I arrived back, I was 
confused to see that there was 
no longer a guard on my door. 

A few moments later, I found 
out that my building was not 
being locked down at all — the 
security man had stood at the 
wrong door. I was fuming, to 
say the least.

Tension grew higher last 
night, the realisation of the 
situation hit us all. 

We have since been prepar-
ing for the inevitable isolation 
we will endure in the upcom-
ing weeks. 

All across group chats and 
social media stories, more and 

more positive cases are being 
posted. 

The strangest thing is read-
ing headlines about the “Covid 
outbreak at Man Met.” We seem 
to be all over the news at the 
moment. 

The university has informed 
students that all classes will be 
online for the next couple of 
weeks. 

Even though I was only 
on campus one day a week, 
I, like most, am gutted to be 
restricted to online learning.

I think at the back of my 
mind, behind the initial excite-
ment of moving to university, 
I knew that it was inevitable 
that a further outbreak of the 
virus would mean lockdown for 
students. 

However, the lack of com-
munication has made things 
incredibly hard to navigate. 

I have heard from other 
accommodation buildings that 
information about how to do 
washing, how to get food and 
basic living needs while under 
forced isolation has been non-
existent. 

To my understanding, resi-
dents receive an email explain-
ing the enforcement and are 

then left to their own devices. 
As my own building is not 

yet locked, I am experiencing 
stress and anxiety about what 
the next steps are for my safety, 
my wellbeing and overall living 
situation.

Emotions are high, stress 
levels rising. I find it difficult 
to explain the exact situation 
and to get all of my thoughts 
to make sense. 

I am living in a new city, 
starting a new life, from a 
small room. Looking out over 
the city; unable to explore and 
adjust naturally. 

It’s a crazy time for everyone, 
but I empathise wholly with 
students right now. 

It seems totally barbaric to 
have gone ahead with univer-
sity this year as “normal.” Uni-
versities are a breeding ground 
for illness anyway, never mind 
during a pandemic. 

It infuriates me to think 
that this many young people 
have been placed at risk, and to 
think that we could be blamed 
for behaving irresponsibly.

I will end on a positive note, 
that despite everything, I am 
finding the good in the chaos. 

Student life is supposed to 
be a challenge. We are all in 
this together. Here’s to students 
everywhere — and to hope for 
a better second year!

Starting university during a 
global pandemic – everything’s 
basically back to normal… right?
With halls of residence going into lockdown, a lack of 
communication from uni authorities and rising stress levels 
among students, DAISY-MAE STEWART believes it was 
wrong for universities to forge ahead this year ‘as normal’

SAFETY FEARS: Signs on a window at Manchester Metropolitan 
University’s Birley campus where hundreds of students have been told 
to self-isolate after 127 of them tested positive for coronavirus

protest in a desperate struggle 
for their lives as they demand a 
fighting chance against a virus 
that has already resulted in so 
much death.

Trump’s continued mis-
management of the pandemic 
extends into the detention 
industry. Any accounting of 
his failures must include the 
lives lost and those put 
in peril in these camps 
across the country. 

Through designat-
ing a group of people 
as the “other,” Trump 
has been able to take 
away their rights, place 
them in camps and sub-
ject them to cruel condi-
tions that result in abuse, 
sickness and death.

This is not the first 
time in history this 
has happened and 
we should be well 
aware of just how 

dangerously fast 
the situation can escalate.

Trump has not cur-
rently put forward any 
concrete plan for immi-
gration reform. 

Instead, he forecasts a 
road toward even harsher 
restrictions and an expansion 
of facilities to hold hundreds 
of more people he has desig-
nated as outsiders. 

This will line the pockets 
of corporations and imprison 
more people without due pro-
cess. 

His continued vilifying of 
immigrants is connected to his 
attacks on other groups to sow 
division and violence.

As we know from the famous 
poem First They Came, written 
by Pastor Martin Niemoeller in 
Nazi Germany, when the peo-
ple don’t speak up for the rights 
of the persecuted, it creates a 
slippery slope leading eventu-
ally to the abuse of everyone. 
It’s time to speak up.

Trump didn’t create this 

system, but he has shown 
that, if given four more years, 
he will use it in ways that will 
cause devastation and human 
destruction. 

The nation cannot afford 
four more years of this admin-
istration. And once he is 
unseated in November, there 

must be continued pres-
sure to do away with 

a detention system 
that has grown out 
of control and that 
only sees individuals 
as dollar signs rather 
than the human 
beings that they are.

 ■ This article appeared 
at peoplesworld.org.
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A
LVARO CUN-
HAL, who  spent 
nearly 35 years 
u n d e r g r o u n d 
or in jail for his 
role in building 

the communists into the only 
well-organised opposition to the 
dictatorship of Antonio Salazar 
and then Marcelo Caetano, was 
also secretly an author of fiction.

One of his novels, Five Days, 
Five Nights, written under the 
pseudonym Manuel Tiago, has 
just been published in English 
for the first time by Interna-
tional Publishers.

Cunhal had a little secret and 
it was a good thing that he did. 
Living under the fascist Salazar 
dictatorship of mid-20th-century 
Portugal for the first half of his 
life, Cunhal needed secrecy.

After all, for decades he was 
a leader and ultimately the gen-
eral secretary of the Portuguese 
Communist Party, which waged 
a life-and-death struggle against 
the fascist regime.

He was forced to go under-
ground into hiding and after 
he was caught he was impris-
oned for 11 years, eight of them 
in solitary confinement. He was 
routinely tortured and starved.

After his daring 1960 escape 
from the fortress prison of 
Peniche, Cunhal was driven 
into exile from his native land, 
where he served the cause from 
abroad.

He returned in 1974 after the 

revolution that finally, after 
almost half a century, over-
turned fascism and immedi-
ately led to the independence 
of the Portuguese colonies.

Once again, he became 
politically active in his native 
country, a public figure never 
to be ignored or forgotten. 
When he died at the age of 91 
in 2005, half a million people 
packed the streets of Lisbon to 
celebrate his life.

Most of those celebrants could 
probably tell you something of 
his daring adventures and of 
how he devoted his life to the 
service of the Portuguese peo-
ple. But very few knew Cunhal’s 
secret —Manuel Tiago.

It turned out 
that Cunhal had 
used his time in 
prison and exile, 
and still later his 
freedom back 
home pretty 
well. Aside 
from his politi-

cal writings, he had become an 
accomplished artist, a translator 
of Shakespeare and, under the 
pen name of Manuel Tiago, the 
author of nine books of fiction.

Five Days, Five Nights was 
later adapted into a film and 
another work became a popu-
lar TV series. The authorship of 
Cunhal’s books was known only 
to the party leadership until 

much later in his life.
Clearly, a communist who 

gave his life to the cause must 
have had a higher purpose in 
leaving the world such a body of 
fiction. Now, English-speaking 
readers have their first oppor-
tunity to find out.

The novella had been mould-
ering in the archives of Peniche 
prison after Cunhal escaped 
and, after the 1974 revolution, 
the military officers who ran the 
prison handed the manuscript 
back to Cunhal and it was pub-
lished the following year.

Five Days, Five Nights is the fic-
tional story of 19-year-old Andre 
and his attempt to flee to Spain 
from oppression in Portugal. To 
cross the border he enlists the 
help of the shady and danger-
ous older criminal Lambaca. 
They must cross rough border 
terrain, passing through villages 
and encountering a number of 
peasants along their way.

Cunhal sketches his charac-
ters sparsely but as sharply as 
the rugged landscape. Andre’s 
youthful optimism, high sense 
of morality and energy con-
trasts with Lambaca’s evasive, 
secretive behaviour, perhaps 
cultivated as a response to the 
corrupt, fascist order.

Their relationship is one of 
constant mistrust and occa-
sionally violence flares to the 
surface. The plot is driven by 
this conflict, which threatens 
the outcome of Andre’s flight 
from the country. Through 
such dramatic tension, we see 
the struggle of the old order 
against the promise of a new 
progressive age.

Yet Cunhal is a shrewd nar-
rator. If Andre is an impatient 
youngster, is he perhaps too 

naive and impetuous for his 
own good? And if Lambaca is 
so crude and immoral, why does 
he trouble to guide this young 
rebel over the border at such 
risk? The answer perhaps lies 
in this passage:

“Andre... spoke of the impor-
tance of the crossing, of respon-
sibilities, co-operation. Now he 
spoke with a calm, persuasive 
voice and,  leaning forward, 
attempted to discern in Lam-
baca some expression or gesture.

“In the dark of the night, 
Lambaca, still as a stone, did 
not react. Only when Andre had 
finished did he say, his words 
drawling with contempt, ‘I’ve 
known all that for more than 

twenty years.’”
This neorealist noir novella 

takes pains to detail aspects of 
the modest lives of those subsist-
ing along the border. Smugglers, 
vulnerable prostitutes, herders 
and villagers comprise the 
repressed underclass of fascist 
Portugal.

Cunhal purposely doesn’t set 
his characters in too specific a 
place or time but clearly the 
border represents hope and the 
possibility of change.

 ■ Five Days, Five Nights is available 
with free p&p from Book Deposi-
tory, bookdepository.com. This 
review first appeared in People’s 
World, peoplesworld.org

Secret story of a covert creative
Legendary communist Alvaro Cunhal became a national hero in 
Portugal after the overthrow of the country’s dictatorship in 1974. 
But, writing under a pseudonym, he was also a novelist — and a 
fine one too, says MICHAEL BERKOWITZ
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ALBUM REVIEWS I IAN SINCLAIR

Kate Rusby
Hand Me Down
(Pure Records)
HHHII

HAVING spent most of her career 
reinterpreting very old songs, 
English folk singer-songwriter 
Kate Rusby’s new record is made 
up of versions of more contem-
porary material.

Along with her delightful 
voice, there is a terrific lightness 
and brightness to her covers of 
The Bangles’ Manic Monday and 
Paul Young’s Love Of The Com-
mon People.

The Cure’s Friday I’m In Love 
is transformed into a stripped-
back slow ballad, while Shake 
It Off is a largely faithful and 
banjo-led take on Taylor Swift’s 
monster dance hit.

Recorded during lockdown, 

the set is very much a family 
affair, with husband and multi-
instrumentalist Damien O’Kane 
engineering and playing on the 
album and their two young 
daughters contributing backing 
vocals on the eternally positive 
and Bob Marley-inspired closer 
Three Little Birds.

All together now: “Don’t worry 
about a thing, because every little 
thing, is gonna be all right.”

Bright Eyes
Down In The Weeds, Where 
The World Once Was
(Dead Oceans)
HHHHI

HERALDED as the voice of their 
generation in the mid-2000s, 
US indie band Bright Eyes — 
Omaha singer-songwriter Conor 
Oberst and friends — were last 
heard on 2011’s The People’s Key.

Forty-year old Oberst didn’t 
take early retirement, though. 
He has released several solo 
albums and teamed up with 
Phoebe Bridgers last year as Bet-
ter Oblivion Community Center.

However, it’s great to hear the 
power of Bright Eyes again, with 
Oberst’s distinctive vocals and 
the infectious poppy folk-rock 
of the band.

There is lots to chew on here, 

with his dramatic and earnest 
lyrics piling up on songs like 
peak Bright Eyes-sounding 
Marina Trench and the redemp-
tive Persona Non Grata, includ-
ing added bagpipes.

Of course, it doesn’t match 
their 2005 I’m Wide Awake, 
It’s Morning album, but let’s 
be honest, what does?

Be happy with what you are 
given.

Dana Gavanski
Yesterday Is Gone 
(Full Time Hobby)
HHHII

YESTERDAY Is Gone marks 
Dana Gavanski’s full-length 
debut, released at the same 
time as a covers EP of some 
of her favourite artists.

Currently based in London, 
the talented Serbian-Canadian 
musician has created an entic-
ing set of psychedelic-tinged 
indie folk rock and, in a simi-
lar vein to Weyes Blood, many 
of the songs are unhurried 
and expansive, unspooling 
slowly alongside her personal-
sounding musing.

It is only at the end of the 
eighth track Everything That 
Bleeds and on Other Than that 
the music moves up a gear, her 

band blowing out the cobwebs 
and shifting to fairly conven-
tional rock music.

That provides some wel-
come energy and sunlight but 
beyond this the album sounds 
a little muted at times, with 
Gavanski arguably not quite 
alighting on the fully formed 
musical or lyrical identity that 
would set her apart from her 
peers.
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MSTAR 2020-09-29 TUE 1.2

REVE
Bangor 1:10 (nap)
DROGON
Ayr 2:05

Farringdon’s Doubles

HARRISON POINT
Ayr 3:15

Houseman’s Choice

TODAY’S TIPS

SPORT ON TV
 ■ CRICKET: Indian Premier League, 

Delhi Capitals v Sunrisers Hyderabad 
– Sky Sports Cricket 2.50pm, Sky 
Sports Main Event 3pm.

 ■ FOOTBALL: Carabao Cup, Totten-
ham v Chelsea – Sky Sports Football/
Sky Sports Main Event 7pm; Cham-
pions League play-off, Ferencvaros 
v Molde – BT Sport/ESPN 7.45pm; 
Omonia v Olympiacos – BT Sport 2 
7.45pm.

 ■ RUGBY LEAGUE: Super League, 
Salford v Warrington – Sky Sports 
Arena 5.55pm; Wigan v St Helens – 
Sky Sports Arena 8.15pm.

 ■ RUGBY UNION: Premiership, North-
ampton v Sale – BT Sport 1 5.15pm.

 ■ TENNIS: French Open – Eurosport 
1 & Eurosport 2 9.55am, ITV4 10am.

Champions League
Dynamo Kiev AA Gent, 8pm
Ferencvaros Molde, 8pm
Omonia Nicosia Olympiakos, 8pm

League Cup
Tottenham Chelsea, 7.45pm

EFL Trophy
Colchester West Ham U21, 7pm
Crewe Newcastle U21, 7pm
Scunthorpe Man City U21, 7pm
Tranmere Liverpool U21, 7pm
Walsall Chelsea U21, 7pm
Rochdale Man Utd U21, 7.45pm
Salford Morecambe, 7.45pm

Women’s Prem South 
Gillingham Crawley, 7.45pm

Welsh Prem
Newtown Cefn Druids, 7.45pm

TONIGHT’S FOOTBALL

NO FANS AT GAMES 
MEANS NO CLUBS

EFL and National League tell Tories they are ‘preparing’ for administration
by Our Sports Desk

CLUBS in the English Football 
League (EFL) and National 
League pulled no punches yes-
terday when telling Culture 
Secretary Oliver Dowden that 
they have already begun to 
plan for administration if the 
government doesn’t intervene 
and give the green light for 
fans to return to stadiums.

An open letter co-signed by 
17 individuals including former 
Football Association chairmen 
Greg Dyke and Lord Triesman 
and former footballer-turned 
pundit Robbie Savage says help 
is urgently needed to ward off 
the threat of financial collapse.

The government announced 
last week that plans for spec-
tators to return to sports ven-
ues from October 1 had been 
scrapped due to a rise in coro-
navirus infections.

Dowden has now been told 
that without some sort of res-
cue package, a number of clubs 
will be lost.

“Without any plans being 
made to rescue clubs, many 
in the EFL and others in the 
National League as well, are 
now actively preparing to make 
all but essential staff redun-
dant, cease playing, close down 
their youth academies and com-
munity foundations, and put 

their business into administra-
tion,” the letter warns.

“This could lead not only to 
the failure of many historic 
community clubs, but the col-
lapse of the national league 
structure that we have known 
for over one hundred years.

“These are decisions that will 
be made in the coming weeks, 
with many clubs unable to 
meet their payroll obligations 
for next month.”

The government needed to 
set out what financial support 
it could offer, the letter said, 
because it was “not the sole 
responsibility” of the Premier 
League to bail out those lower 
down the pyramid.

It pointed out that Premier 
League clubs too “face swinge-
ing losses from lost ticketing 
receipts and falling revenues 
from broadcasting matches.”

The letter referenced the 
£1.5 billion rescue package for 
the arts sector and added: “We 
would ask that the government 
now make clear what financial 
support it’s prepared to give 
before it is too late.”

Dowden attempted to pass 
the buck to the Premier League 
on Sunday when he said that 
they needed to “step up to the 
plate” to help clubs in the EFL 
and said he was hopeful of a 
deal being agreed this week.

Top-flight clubs are sched-

uled to gather today for an 
update following the govern-
ment’s decision to press pause 
on fans returning.

The league has stated English 
football will lose £100m a month 
while no fans are admitted to ven-
ues. On the one hand the league 
was working with the govern-
ment agency, the Sports Grounds 
Safety Authority, on plans for fans 
to return on a socially distanced 
basis, but is now being told by 
a different part of government 
that those plans have been halted 
and that it must still help out the 
pyramid.

The Rugby Players’ Associa-
tion has joined the calls for the 
government to put together a 
rescue package.

“Premiership Rugby clubs 
have already suffered signifi-
cant financial losses from the 
suspension of the season fol-
lowing the outbreak of Covid-
19 and subsequently playing 
matches behind closed doors.

“To continue along this path 
will cause irrevocable damage 
to clubs across the Premier-
ship that will impact the wider 
game and communities they 
serve in England.

“In the absence of the rev-
enues that live crowds bring to 
the sport, it is imperative that 
the game gets significant finan-
cial support to help it through 
this challenging time.”

■   MEN’S FOOTBALL

■ WOMEN’S TENNIS

Tinkler says British Gymnastics have ‘lied to’ her
by Our Sports Desk

AMY TINKLER claims she was 
“lied to” and “let down” by 
British Gymnastics over the 
governing body’s handling of 
allegations of mistreatment she 
submitted in December 2019.

The Rio Olympic bronze med-
allist discovered this month 
that her complaint relating to 
national head coach Amanda 
Reddin, who has temporarily 
stepped down subject to an 
investigation into her conduct, 
was closed in March.

British Gymnastics have 
apologised for failing to directly 
inform Tinkler about the pro-
gress of her complaint sooner, but 
robustly refute the latest claims 
by the 20-year-old that she contin-
ues to be kept in the dark.

In a post on her social media 
channels, Tinkler confirmed 
that she received a response 
from British Gymnastics last 
week, in which she alleged she 
was lied to by the organisation’s 
integrity director, Richard 
Evans, and that he “went back 
on his public apology to me.”

Tinkler added: “This really 
stinks and my patience has run 
out. I’ve tried to do the right 
thing but the people running 
British Gymnastics can’t be 
trusted.

“They have let us all down. 
They lie. We deserve better 
than this. Change at the top 
must happen before the right 
thing will be done.”

In an email sent by Evans 
to Tinkler last Monday, Evans 
assured Tinkler that despite 
the closure of her personal 

complaint her views in regard 
to Reddin will be sought by the 
head of the independent inves-
tigation.

Evans writes that the QC in 
charge of the investigation “has 
begun his work and when he 
begins interviewing and gath-
ering evidence, he will wish to 
talk to you about your experi-
ences and your complaint to 
determine how the matters 
you raised with us should be 
taken into account.”

Evans continues: “I hope 
this reassures you that we 
have taken and are taking your 
complaint and others’ about 
Amanda Reddin seriously and 
that we are making sure this is 
done in an impartial and thor-
ough way.”

Responding to Tinkler’s frus-
tration that she is yet to have 

direct contact with under-fire 
British Gymnastics chief execu-
tive Jane Allen, Evans insisted 
it was a “deliberate” move to 
ensure the integrity of the 
ongoing investigations.

“I have … shared your tweet 
with her and we agreed that as 
your questions were about our 
complaints processes I should 
respond to you,” wrote Evans.

“This is because Jane does 
not play any role in the direc-
tion or handling of complaints 
and does not therefore have 
access to the details to answer 
your questions.

“This is quite deliberate to 
ensure that our complaints 
handling is as independent and 
objective as possible.”

Tinkler retains an outstand-
ing complaint about alleged 
improprieties at her former 

club, South Durham, which 
has been referred by British 
Gymnastics’ case management 
team to a Durham local author-
ity designated officer.

An independent review, co-
commissioned by UK Sport and 
Sport England, has been estab-
lished to look into allegations 
of bullying and abuse within 
the sport, made by numerous 
leading present and former 
gymnasts including Becky and 

Ellie Downie, Louis Smith and 
Nile Wilson.


